american sign language for please

American Sign Language for Please is an essential component of learning ASL, particularly for
beginners who wish to communicate politely and effectively. Utilizing signs such as "please" not only
enhances your ability to convey requests but also demonstrates respect and consideration for the deaf
and hard-of-hearing community. In this article, we will explore the significance of the sign for "please,"

its proper usage, and how it fits into broader communication in American Sign Language.

Understanding American Sign Language (ASL)

American Sign Language is a fully realized, complex visual language used by the deaf and hard-of-
hearing communities in the United States and parts of Canada. ASL has its own grammar, syntax, and
cultural nuances. It is not simply a signed version of English, but rather a distinct language with its own

rules and idioms.

The Importance of Politeness in ASL

Politeness is a cornerstone of effective communication. In ASL, using signs like "please" enhances
interactions and fosters goodwill. Here are a few reasons why it is important to incorporate politeness

in ASL:

1. Cultural Norms: In many cultures, including Deaf culture, politeness is highly valued. Using "please"
when making requests shows consideration for others.

2. Building Relationships: Using polite signs can help build rapport and trust in both personal and
professional settings.

3. Effective Communication: Politeness can facilitate smoother interactions and reduce

misunderstandings.



How to Sign "Please" in ASL

Learning the correct sign for "please" is fundamental for anyone starting to learn ASL. The sign is

simple yet effective.

Steps to Sign "Please"

1. Start with Your Dominant Hand: Choose your dominant hand (the one you use most often).

2. Open Palm: Position your hand in an open palm gesture.

3. Move in a Circular Motion: Place your hand on your chest and move it in a circular motion, either
clockwise or counterclockwise.

4. Facial Expression: Remember to accompany the sign with a friendly facial expression to convey

sincerity.

When to Use '"Please' in ASL

Knowing when to use "please" is as important as knowing how to sign it. Below are scenarios where

the sign is appropriate:

1. Making Requests

Whenever you are asking someone for something, whether it’s a favor, an item, or a service, you
should include "please." For example:
- Asking for assistance: “Can you help me, please?”

- Requesting a specific item: “Can | have that book, please?”



2. In Conversations

Using "please" during casual discussions, especially when making inquiries or suggestions, shows
politeness:
- “Would you like to join us, please?”

- “Could you tell me about your day, please?”

3. Formal Situations

In more formal settings, such as business meetings or presentations, using "please" can convey
professionalism and respect:
- “Please review this document before our next meeting.”

- “If you have any questions, please feel free to ask.”

Combining "Please" with Other Signs

Using "please" is just one part of effective communication in ASL. Combining it with other relevant

signs can enhance your message.

Examples of Combined Signs

1. "Thank You":
- After someone helps you or provides information, you can sign "thank you" followed by "please" to

express gratitude and politeness.

2. "Can | Have":

- When making a request, you can combine "please" with the sign for "can | have" to create a more



complete and polite phrase.

3. "Help™

- If you need assistance, you might sign "help" and then "please" to emphasize your request.

Common Mistakes When Signing "'Please"

As with any language, learners may make mistakes when signing. Here are some common pitfalls to

watch out for:

1. Forgetting Facial Expressions: ASL is a visual language; facial expressions are integral to conveying
tone. A neutral face can make the request seem less sincere.

2. Not Using the Right Hand Shape: Using a closed fist instead of an open palm can confuse the
meaning of the sign.

3. Skipping the Sign: Sometimes, beginners may forget to include "please" in their requests. This can

come off as impolite or abrupt.

Practicing the Sign for "Please"

Repetition and practice are essential for mastering any sign in ASL. Here are some strategies to help

you practice the sign for "please":

1. Partner Practice

Find a partner who is also learning ASL, and practice signing "please" in various contexts. Take turns

making requests and responding to each other.



2. Use Flashcards

Create flashcards with the sign for "please" along with its English equivalent. Review these cards

regularly to reinforce your memory.

3. Incorporate into Daily Life

Try to incorporate "please" into your daily interactions. Whether you are at home, work, or out in

public, practice using the sign whenever appropriate.

Resources for Learning ASL

If you're interested in furthering your knowledge of ASL, there are numerous resources available:

1. Online Courses: Websites like ASL University and Lifeprint offer free ASL courses and lessons.

2. YouTube Channels: Many ASL instructors provide valuable video tutorials on YouTube, covering a
wide range of signs and topics.

3. Books: Look for books that focus on ASL for beginners, which often include illustrations and detailed

explanations.

Community Engagement

Engaging with the Deaf community can also enhance your learning experience. Here are some ways

to get involved:

- Attend local Deaf events or meetups.

- Join online forums or social media groups dedicated to ASL.



- Volunteer with organizations that support the Deaf community.

Conclusion

In summary, American Sign Language for please is a key aspect of polite communication in ASL.
Understanding how to sign "please," when to use it, and how it fits into broader conversations can
significantly improve your interactions with the Deaf and hard-of-hearing community. By practicing
regularly and utilizing available resources, you will not only learn the sign but also embrace the cultural

significance behind it, ultimately becoming a more effective communicator in American Sign Language.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the sign for 'please’ in American Sign Language?

In ASL, the sign for 'please’ is made by placing your dominant hand in a flat position over your chest

and moving it in a circular motion.

Why is the sign for 'please’ important in ASL?

The sign for 'please’ is important in ASL as it conveys politeness and respect, similar to its usage in

spoken language, and is essential for effective communication.

Can children learn the sign for 'please’ in American Sign Language?

Yes, children can learn the sign for 'please’ at a young age, and teaching them ASL signs can

enhance their communication skills and social interactions.

How does the sign for 'please’ differ in ASL compared to other sign



languages?
While many sign languages have their own version of 'please,' the specific handshape and motion can

vary; for example, in British Sign Language, the sign is performed differently.

Are there any cultural considerations when using the sign for 'please’
in ASL?

Yes, using the sign for 'please' in ASL reflects cultural norms of politeness within the Deaf community,

and being aware of these norms can enhance respectful communication.
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