american marketing association
graduation cords

American Marketing Association Graduation Cords are a significant symbol for
students who have dedicated their academic careers to the study of marketing. As
graduation approaches, many students look for ways to distinguish themselves during the
ceremony, and wearing these cords is one of the most recognized methods. This article will
delve into the meaning, significance, and purchasing options for American Marketing
Association (AMA) graduation cords, as well as the broader context of graduation attire and
honors in academia.

Understanding American Marketing Association
Graduation Cords

What Are Graduation Cords?

Graduation cords are decorative cords worn as part of a graduation gown, symbolizing
academic achievement and membership in specific organizations. They come in various
colors and styles, each representing different honors or affiliations. The cords are typically
worn around the neck and hang down in front of the gown, adding a touch of distinction to
the graduate’s attire.

The Role of the American Marketing Association

The American Marketing Association is a professional association for marketers in the
United States and worldwide. Founded in 1937, the AMA is dedicated to promoting
marketing practice, education, and research. It provides valuable resources for students
and professionals, including networking opportunities, educational materials, and industry
insights. Membership in the AMA signifies a commitment to the marketing profession and
can enhance a student's resume.

Why Wear AMA Graduation Cords?

Symbol of Achievement

Wearing AMA graduation cords at commencement serves as a visual representation of the
hard work and dedication students have put into their marketing studies. It signifies that
they are not just graduates but individuals who have engaged deeply with the marketing
community.



Networking Opportunities

Graduating with AMA cords can also open doors for networking. Fellow graduates,
professors, and industry professionals recognize the AMA's prestige, which may lead to
conversations and opportunities in the marketing field.

Enhancing Resume and Professional Profile

Including AMA membership and the achievement of wearing graduation cords on a resume
can enhance a graduate's professional profile. It demonstrates involvement in a
professional organization, which is highly valued by employers in the marketing industry.

How to Obtain American Marketing Association
Graduation Cords

Membership Requirements

To be eligible for AMA graduation cords, students typically must be members of the
American Marketing Association. Here are the general steps to obtain cords:

1. Join the AMA: Students can join the AMA either through their university’s chapter or as
individual members. Membership may require a nominal fee, which often includes access to
resources and events.

2. Participate Actively: Engage in AMA activities, such as attending meetings, participating
in events, and contributing to projects. Active involvement can enhance the overall
experience and strengthen networking opportunities.

3. Request Graduation Cords: Once membership is confirmed, students usually need to
request their cords through their university's AMA chapter. Some universities may provide
cords automatically for members, while others may require a specific request.

Purchasing Graduation Cords

If cords are not provided through the university, students can purchase them online. Many
vendors specialize in academic regalia and offer cords in various colors and styles. Here’s
how to find the right one:

- Research Vendors: Look for reputable vendors that offer AMA cords. Some may specialize
in academic regalia, while others may provide a wider array of graduation accessories.

- Check for Quality: Ensure the cords are made of high-quality materials. Look for reviews
and ratings from previous customers.

- Confirm Color Specifications: AMA cords typically adhere to specific color standards. Verify
the colors and styles with the AMA or your university to ensure accuracy.



- Place Orders Early: Graduation season can be a busy time for vendors. Place orders well in
advance to ensure delivery in time for the ceremony.

Significance of Graduation Cords in the Broader
Context

Academic Honors and Recognition

Graduation cords are part of a broader system of academic honors that can include stoles,
medallions, and sashes. Each of these items may signify different achievements, such as:

- Cum Laude: Graduates with a GPA above a certain threshold may wear cords to signify
academic honors.

- Honor Societies: Membership in honor societies often comes with unique cords that
represent the specific society.

- Field-Specific Organizations: Many fields have organizations similar to the AMA, providing
additional cords for graduates.

Cultural Significance

In many cultures, graduation ceremonies are milestones that mark the transition from one
phase of life to another. The attire worn during these ceremonies, including cords, adds to
the symbolic nature of graduation. The colors of the cords can have cultural meanings,
representing pride, achievement, and community.

Personal Expression

Graduation cords also allow for personal expression. Students may choose to combine
various cords that represent different aspects of their academic journey, showcasing their
diverse achievements and affiliations.

Conclusion

American Marketing Association graduation cords serve as a powerful symbol of
achievement for students in the marketing field. They represent not only the hard work and
dedication of the graduates but also their commitment to the marketing profession and
their involvement in a respected professional organization. By obtaining these cords
through membership and active participation, graduates can enhance their resumes, open
networking opportunities, and take pride in their accomplishments.

As graduation approaches, students should consider the importance of these cords not just
as a decorative element but as a testament to their academic journey and future



aspirations in the marketing industry. Whether through direct purchase or university
affiliation, the opportunity to wear AMA graduation cords is a chance to celebrate their hard
work and dedication, making their graduation ceremony even more special.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are American Marketing Association graduation
cords?

American Marketing Association graduation cords are honor cords worn by graduates who
are members of the American Marketing Association (AMA) or who have demonstrated
excellence in marketing studies.

How can | obtain American Marketing Association
graduation cords?

Graduation cords can typically be obtained through local AMA chapters or by contacting
your university's marketing department if they have a partnership with the AMA.

What is the significance of wearing AMA graduation
cords?

Wearing AMA graduation cords signifies a student's commitment to the field of marketing,
recognizes their academic achievements, and highlights their involvement in the AMA.

Are AMA graduation cords available to all students?

AMA graduation cords are generally available to all students who are members of the
American Marketing Association or have completed specific marketing-related coursework,
but it may vary by chapter.

Do | need to be a member of the AMA to wear
graduation cords?

Yes, typically you need to be a member of the AMA or meet certain criteria set by your local
chapter to qualify for wearing the graduation cords.

What colors are the AMA graduation cords?

AMA graduation cords are usually in the colors associated with the organization, which are
often red and yellow, but this may vary by chapter.

Can | wear AMA graduation cords if | am not graduating



in marketing?

While AMA graduation cords are primarily for marketing students, some chapters may allow
members from related fields to wear them if they have participated in AMA activities.
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