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American Journal of Political Science is a leading academic publication in the field of political science,
renowned for its rigorous peer-reviewed articles that contribute significantly to the understanding of
political behavior, institutions, and policies. Established in 1957, this journal has become a crucial
platform for scholars and practitioners alike, enabling them to disseminate their research findings and
engage in scholarly discourse. The journal is published by the Midwest Political Science Association
(MPSA) and serves as a vital resource for anyone interested in the dynamics of politics and
governance in the United States and around the world.

History and Background

The American Journal of Political Science was founded to provide a dedicated space for high-quality
research in political science. Over the decades, it has evolved to reflect the changing landscape of
political inquiry, adapting to new methodologies and perspectives. Here are some key historical
milestones:

1. Founding Era (1957): The journal was established to fill the gap in political science literature,
focusing on empirical research and theoretical contributions.
2. Expansion of Scope (1970s-1980s): During this period, the journal began to broaden its scope to
include international relations and comparative politics, reflecting the growing interest in global
issues.
3. Digital Transition (2000s): As technology advanced, the journal embraced digital formats, allowing
for wider accessibility and the inclusion of supplementary materials.
4. Interdisciplinary Approaches: In recent years, the journal has increasingly incorporated
interdisciplinary methodologies, drawing insights from economics, sociology, psychology, and other
fields.

Scope and Focus

The American Journal of Political Science covers a wide range of topics within political science. Its
primary aim is to publish innovative research that advances theoretical and methodological
understanding in the discipline. Key areas of focus include:

Political Behavior

Research in this area examines how individuals and groups engage in politics, including:

- Voter behavior and electoral participation
- Political attitudes and opinions
- The impact of social media on political discourse
- Identity politics and its influence on voting patterns



Political Institutions

This section delves into the structures and processes that govern political life, such as:

- The functioning of legislatures and executive branches
- The role of courts and judicial review
- Institutional design and reform
- Federalism and intergovernmental relations

Public Policy

The journal also emphasizes the analysis of policy-making and implementation, covering topics like:

- Policy evaluation and analysis
- The role of interest groups and lobbying
- Comparative public policy studies
- Social policy and welfare state dynamics

Publication Process

The publication process for the American Journal of Political Science is designed to ensure the
integrity and quality of the research published. The steps are as follows:

1. Submission: Authors submit their manuscripts through the journal’s online platform, ensuring that it
adheres to the journal's formatting and submission guidelines.
2. Initial Review: The editorial team conducts an initial assessment to determine if the manuscript fits
within the scope and meets quality standards.
3. Peer Review: If the manuscript passes the initial review, it is sent out for peer review, where
experts in the field evaluate the research for originality, significance, and methodological rigor.
4. Revisions: Authors may be asked to make revisions based on feedback from reviewers. This
iterative process can take multiple rounds before a final decision is reached.
5. Publication: Once accepted, articles are prepared for publication, including typesetting and
proofreading, before appearing in an issue of the journal.

Impact and Influence

The American Journal of Political Science is highly regarded in the academic community, evidenced by
its impact factor and citation metrics. Some of the key indicators of its influence include:

- High Citation Rates: Articles published in the journal are frequently cited in other scholarly works,
demonstrating their relevance and contribution to ongoing debates in political science.
- Awards and Recognitions: The journal often receives accolades for outstanding articles, contributing
to the recognition of authors and their research.
- Diverse Contributions: It features a range of contributions from both established scholars and



emerging researchers, fostering a vibrant academic community.

Notable Articles and Contributions

Throughout its history, the American Journal of Political Science has published numerous influential
articles that have shaped the field. Some noteworthy contributions include:

- The Impact of Campaign Advertising: Research exploring how different types of campaign
advertisements influence voter perceptions and behavior.
- Political Polarization: Studies investigating the causes and consequences of increasing polarization in
American politics, with implications for governance and civil discourse.
- Public Opinion and Policy: Articles examining the relationship between public opinion and policy
outcomes, shedding light on how democratic responsiveness works in practice.

Future Directions

As the field of political science continues to evolve, the American Journal of Political Science is poised
to adapt to new challenges and opportunities. Some potential future directions include:

- Emphasis on Global Issues: With globalization affecting political dynamics, the journal may place
greater emphasis on research that connects local and global political phenomena.
- Methodological Innovations: The journal is likely to encourage the use of new methodologies,
including data science and computational approaches, to analyze political behavior and institutions.
- Interdisciplinary Research: Continued integration of interdisciplinary perspectives will enhance the
journal's contributions to understanding complex political issues.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the American Journal of Political Science plays a pivotal role in advancing the study of
politics through its commitment to high-quality research and scholarly discourse. As it continues to
evolve, the journal remains a cornerstone for political scientists and a vital resource for understanding
the intricacies of political life. Its historical significance, broad scope, and rigorous publication process
ensure that it will remain influential in shaping the future of political science research for years to
come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of the American Journal of Political
Science?
The American Journal of Political Science primarily focuses on publishing scholarly articles that



contribute to the understanding of political phenomena, including theories, methodologies, and
empirical research in the field of political science.

How often is the American Journal of Political Science
published?
The American Journal of Political Science is published quarterly, releasing four issues each year.

Who is the target audience for the American Journal of
Political Science?
The target audience includes political scientists, researchers, educators, and students who are
interested in the latest research and developments in political science.

What types of articles are typically featured in the American
Journal of Political Science?
The journal features a range of articles, including empirical studies, theoretical discussions, literature
reviews, and methodological papers that address various topics within political science.

Is the American Journal of Political Science peer-reviewed?
Yes, the American Journal of Political Science is a peer-reviewed journal, ensuring that all submitted
articles undergo rigorous evaluation by experts in the field before publication.
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