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American Jezebel: The Uncommon Life of Anne Hutchinson, Woman Who Defied Puritans by Eve
LaPlante is a compelling exploration of one of the most significant yet often overlooked figures in
American history. Anne Hutchinson, a Puritan woman in the early 17th century, challenged the religious
and social norms of her time, ultimately becoming a symbol of religious freedom and feminism. In this
article, we will delve into the life of Anne Hutchinson, her revolutionary ideas, and the impact she had on

American society, as portrayed in LaPlante's meticulously researched biography.

Introduction to Anne Hutchinson

Born in England in 1591, Anne Hutchinson was a woman of remarkable intelligence and conviction. She
was the daughter of a dissenter and grew up in a time when Puritanism dominated the religious landscape.
The Puritans sought to "purify" the Church of England, emphasizing a strict interpretation of the Bible and
often condemning those who questioned their authority. Hutchinson, however, would soon become a

formidable force against these rigid doctrines.

The Context of Puritan Society

Understanding the societal backdrop against which Hutchinson lived is crucial to grasping her significance.
The Puritans established the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1630, driven by the desire for religious freedom.

However, this freedom came with strict rules and expectations.

Key Features of Puritan Society

1. Religious Orthodoxy: Puritans believed in predestination and the need for a "visible saint" to be part of
the community.

2. Gender Roles: Women were expected to be submissive and confined to domestic responsibilities.

3. Community and Conformity: The Puritan community valued conformity and often ostracized those who

deviated from accepted beliefs.

In this environment, Hutchinson's outspoken nature and her challenges to Puritan doctrine set her apart

and ultimately led to her downfall.



The Rise of Anne Hutchinson

Hutchinson's rise began in Boston, where she hosted gatherings in her home to discuss sermons and
theological questions. Her sharp intellect and ability to articulate complex ideas attracted a following,

particularly among women.

Her Theological Beliefs

1. Personal Revelation: Hutchinson argued that individuals could have a direct relationship with God,
challenging the Puritan belief that only church leaders could interpret the Bible.

2. Critique of Ministers: She openly criticized prominent Puritan ministers, claiming they preached a
"covenant of works" instead of a "covenant of grace.”

3. Empowerment of Women: Hutchinson encouraged women to engage in theological discussions,

promoting the idea that women could be equally knowledgeable about faith.

These beliefs, while revolutionary, alarmed the Puritan leadership, who viewed her as a threat to their

authority.

The Trial and Exile of Anne Hutchinson

In 1637, Hutchinson was put on trial for heresy and sedition. Her trial was a pivotal moment in American

history, representing the struggle for religious freedom and the rights of women.

Key Events of the Trial

- Accusations: Hutchinson was charged with undermining the authority of the ministers and promoting
dangerous ideas.

- Defense: During the trial, she defended herself with eloquence, arguing that her beliefs were based on
personal revelations from God.

- Outcome: Despite her compelling arguments, she was found guilty and banished from the colony.

This exile marked the beginning of Hutchinson's life as a symbol of defiance against oppressive religious

practices.



The Legacy of Anne Hutchinson

Hutchinson's life and trial had far-reaching implications, influencing both religious and feminist movements

in America.

Impact on Religious Freedom

- Foundation of Dissent: Hutchinson's challenge to Puritan orthodoxy laid the groundwork for future
religious dissenters in America.
- Influence on the First Amendment: Her story is often cited in discussions about the First Amendment

and the importance of religious freedom in the United States.

Influence on Feminism

- Empowerment of Women: Hutchinson's life serves as an early example of a woman asserting her right to
speak and think independently.
- Inspiration for Future Generations: Her legacy inspired later feminist movements, encouraging women to

seek education and engage in public discourse.

Anne Hutchinson in Contemporary Society

Today, Anne Hutchinson remains a powerful figure in discussions about gender, religion, and freedom. Her

story resonates in various contexts:

Modern Interpretations of Hutchinson's Life

1. Literature and Media: Books, plays, and films have been created to tell her story, highlighting the
relevance of her struggles in contemporary society.

2. Academic Studies: Scholars continue to study her life, examining her role as a feminist icon and a pioneer
of religious freedom.

3. Cultural Symbol: Hutchinson is often invoked in discussions about women's rights and the ongoing fight

for equality.



Conclusion

American Jezebel: The Uncommon Life of Anne Hutchinson, Woman Who Defied Puritans by Eve
LaPlante offers a thorough examination of a woman who dared to challenge the status quo. Through her
courage and conviction, Anne Hutchinson not only carved out a place for herself in history but also paved
the way for future generations to fight for their rights. Her life serves as a reminder of the importance of

questioning authority and advocating for freedom, making her a timeless figure in American history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Anne Hutchinson and why is she significant in American
history?

Anne Hutchinson was a Puritan spiritual leader in colonial Massachusetts known for her strong religious
beliefs and her challenge to the male-dominated religious authority of the Puritans. Her trial and
subsequent banishment are significant as they highlight early struggles for religious freedom and women's

rights in America.

What is the main theme of 'American Jezebel: The Uncommon Life of
Anne Hutchinson'?

The main theme of the book is the exploration of Anne Hutchinson's life as a woman who defied societal
norms and religious doctrines of her time, showcasing her role in advocating for personal interpretation of

the Bible and religious autonomy.

How did Anne Hutchinson's beliefs differ from those of the Puritan

leaders?

Anne Hutchinson believed in the concept of 'covenant of grace' rather than 'covenant of works," arguing
that faith and divine grace were more important than strict adherence to laws and moral codes, which

directly challenged the Puritan leaders' views.

What were the consequences of Anne Hutchinson's teachings?

The consequences of Anne Hutchinson's teachings included her trial and eventual excommunication from
the Puritan community, which reflected the intolerance of dissenting views within the Puritan society

and set a precedent for future religious dissenters.



In what ways did Anne Hutchinson contribute to the early feminist

movement?

Anne Hutchinson contributed to the early feminist movement by asserting a woman's right to interpret
scripture and speak publicly about religious matters, challenging the traditional roles assigned to women in

her society and laying groundwork for future women's rights advocacy.

What role did the setting of colonial Massachusetts play in Hutchinson's
life?

Colonial Massachusetts, dominated by Puritan ideals, was a setting that both shaped Anne Hutchinson's
beliefs and ultimately led to her conflict with the authorities, as it was a community where strict

adherence to religious doctrine was expected and dissent was not tolerated.

How does Eve LaPlante depict the character of Anne Hutchinson in her
biography?

Eve LaPlante depicts Anne Hutchinson as a complex and courageous figure, highlighting her intelligence,
charisma, and unwavering commitment to her beliefs, while also portraying the societal challenges she

faced as a woman in a patriarchal society.

What impact did Anne Hutchinson have on subsequent generations?

Anne Hutchinson's impact on subsequent generations includes inspiring future movements for religious
freedom and women's rights, as her story exemplifies the fight against oppression and the importance of

individual conscience in matters of faith.

What historical context is essential to understanding Anne Hutchinson's
story?

Understanding the historical context of the early 17th-century Puritan society, with its strict religious and
social hierarchies, is essential to grasp the significance of Anne Hutchinson's defiance and the societal

repercussions of her actions.

How does 'American Jezebel' address the themes of power and gender?

American Jezebel addresses themes of power and gender by examining how Anne Hutchinson's challenge
to religious authorities not only questioned the theological norms of her time but also highlighted the
limitations placed on women, thus showcasing the intersection of power dynamics and gender roles in

colonial America.
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