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American Horror Story: Coven is the third season of the acclaimed anthology
series created by Ryan Murphy and Brad Falchuk. This season premiered on
October 9, 2013, and concluded on January 29, 2014. Set in New Orleans, the
theme revolves around witchcraft, voodoo, and the power struggles among
supernatural beings. With an ensemble cast featuring Jessica Lange, Sarah
Paulson, Kathy Bates, and more, Coven explores the lives of young witches who
must learn to navigate their powers while confronting both internal and
external threats. Below is a detailed episode guide that outlines the key
events, character arcs, and thematic elements of each episode.

Season Overview

Coven consists of 13 episodes, each running approximately 42 to 45 minutes.
The season's tone blends horror with dark humor, and it highlights themes of
empowerment, prejudice, and the complexities of female relationships. The
central storyline revolves around the struggle for power within the witch
community, particularly between the current Supreme, Fiona Goode, and her
potential successor, Misty Day, along with the other witches at Miss
Robichaux's Academy.

Main Characters

1. Fiona Goode (Jessica Lange) - The current Supreme witch who is powerful
and ruthless.
2. Cordelia Foxx (Sarah Paulson) - Fiona's daughter and the headmistress of
Miss Robichaux's Academy.
3. Misty Day (Lily Rabe) - A kind-hearted witch with the ability to resurrect
the dead.
4. Madison Montgomery (Emma Roberts) - A young, self-absorbed witch who
possesses telekinesis.
5. Queenie (Gabourey Sidibe) - A witch with the ability to manipulate and
control pain.
6. Delphine LaLaurie (Kathy Bates) - A historical figure and a sadistic slave
owner brought back to life.
7. Marie Laveau (Angela Bassett) - A powerful voodoo queen and antagonist to
the witches.



Episode Guide

Episode 1: "Bitchcraft"

The season opens with the introduction of Miss Robichaux's Academy for
Exceptional Young Ladies, where young witches are trained. The episode
establishes the main characters and their powers, setting up a tense
atmosphere as Fiona returns to find Cordelia struggling to maintain order.
Key plot points include:

- Fiona resurrects a witch, showcasing her power.
- The introduction of Madison, who is involved in a tragic accident.
- The emergence of a threat from the Coven's past.

Episode 2: "Boy Parts"

In this episode, the witches explore their identities and powers. Madison's
rebellious nature leads her to resurrect a deceased man, resulting in
unintended consequences. Key moments include:

- The bond between Cordelia and Fiona deepens, revealing a complex mother-
daughter relationship.
- The introduction of Delphine LaLaurie as a key antagonist.
- The development of Madison's character as she navigates her attraction to
men.

Episode 3: "The Replacements"

This episode focuses on the hierarchy within the Coven and the challenges
faced by the witches. Cordelia's struggles as headmistress intensify, leading
to tensions among the witches. Significant plot points include:

- The concept of the "Supreme" being tested as tensions rise.
- Madison's jealousy towards Misty Day's powers.
- Fiona's manipulations to maintain her position.

Episode 4: "Fearful Pranks Ensue"

The witches confront their fears in this episode, leading to a deeper
exploration of their vulnerabilities. The narrative highlights:

- A Halloween-themed storyline that showcases the witches' powers.



- The introduction of a voodoo curse that complicates the witches' lives.
- The relationship dynamics between Fiona, Cordelia, and the other witches.

Episode 5: "Burn, Witch. Burn!"

In this episode, the Coven faces challenges from an external force, leading
to a series of confrontations. Key events include:

- The witches' attempts to strengthen their bond and unity.
- Fiona's growing paranoia about losing her power.
- The introduction of a new antagonist, further complicating the witches'
struggles.

Episode 6: "The Axeman Cometh"

Set against the backdrop of New Orleans' jazz scene, this episode introduces
the Axeman, a historical figure with a supernatural twist. Key elements
include:

- Fiona's romantic entanglement with the Axeman, which complicates her role
as Supreme.
- The witches' exploration of their powers through music and ritual.
- The tension between Fiona and her daughter Cordelia intensifies.

Episode 7: "Magical Thinking"

This episode revolves around the theme of love and loss, highlighting the
emotional vulnerabilities of the witches. The main points include:

- Fiona's struggle with her mortality and the consequences of her actions.
- A significant plot twist involving Madison and her fate.
- The witches confront their own insecurities, leading to a powerful climax.

Episode 8: "The Sacred Taking"

In a pivotal episode, the coven faces a reckoning as the power dynamics
shift. Key plot points include:

- The revelation of hidden secrets and betrayals among the witches.
- A life-or-death situation that forces the witches to unite.
- The exploration of sacrifice and the true meaning of power.



Episode 9: "The Cell"

As the season nears its climax, tensions rise, and allegiances are tested.
This episode features:

- The consequences of the witches' past actions coming back to haunt them.
- A focus on Cordelia's growth as a leader.
- The introduction of new challenges that threaten the coven's existence.

Episode 10: "The Magical Delights of Mephistopheles"

The stakes are higher than ever as the witches confront their greatest fears.
Key elements include:

- A showdown between Fiona and her rivals.
- The exploration of morality and the cost of power.
- A dramatic cliffhanger that sets the stage for the season finale.

Episode 11: "Protect the Coven"

In this episode, the coven must band together to protect themselves from an
impending threat. Significant moments include:

- The witches' efforts to reclaim their power and autonomy.
- The revelation of long-held grudges and past traumas.
- A focus on unity and friendship among the witches.

Episode 12: "The Seven Wonders"

The season finale brings the Coven's struggles to a head as the witches face
their most significant challenges. Key plot points include:

- A dramatic competition to determine the new Supreme.
- The culmination of Fiona's journey and her impact on the coven.
- The resolution of several character arcs, leading to a shocking conclusion.

Thematic Elements

Throughout American Horror Story: Coven, several themes are prevalent:

- Empowerment: The witches navigate their powers and confront societal
expectations, symbolizing the fight for autonomy.
- Female Relationships: The complex dynamics among the witches highlight



themes of rivalry, loyalty, and sisterhood.
- Power Struggles: The quest for the Supreme title illustrates the
destructive nature of ambition and jealousy.

Conclusion

American Horror Story: Coven is a compelling season that combines horror with
rich character development and intricate storytelling. With its exploration
of witchcraft, power, and female relationships, it resonates with viewers who
appreciate both the supernatural and the human experience. The episode guide
provides a comprehensive look at the season's events, allowing fans to
revisit the chilling world of Miss Robichaux's Academy and the witches who
inhabit it. Whether you're a long-time fan or new to the series, Coven
remains a standout chapter in the American Horror Story anthology.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of American Horror Story:
Coven?
American Horror Story: Coven focuses on a group of witches in New Orleans who
struggle to protect their legacy while dealing with internal conflicts and
external threats, including a powerful witch hunter.

How many episodes are there in American Horror
Story: Coven?
American Horror Story: Coven consists of 13 episodes.

Who are the main characters in American Horror
Story: Coven?
The main characters include Fiona Goode, Cordelia Foxx, Misty Day, Madison
Montgomery, and Zoe Benson, among others.

What themes are explored in American Horror Story:
Coven?
Key themes include feminism, power dynamics, racism, and the struggles of
identity and acceptance within the witch community.



Which actors feature prominently in American Horror
Story: Coven?
Notable actors include Jessica Lange, Sarah Paulson, Kathy Bates, Angela
Bassett, and Taissa Farmiga.

Is American Horror Story: Coven connected to other
seasons of American Horror Story?
Yes, Coven is the third installment in the American Horror Story anthology
and features crossover elements with characters and storylines from other
seasons.

What are some memorable episodes from American
Horror Story: Coven?
Memorable episodes include 'Bitchcraft', 'The Replacements', and 'The Seven
Wonders', which showcase key plot developments and character arcs.

What critical reception did American Horror Story:
Coven receive?
Coven received mixed reviews from critics, with praise for its performances
and style but criticism for its pacing and narrative coherence.
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