
american history movies in
chronological order
American history movies have long served as a fascinating lens through which
audiences can explore the nation’s rich and complex past. From the founding
of the country to pivotal moments in civil rights and beyond, these films
provide not only entertainment but also a means to reflect on the events and
figures that shaped America. This article will take you through a
chronological journey of notable American history movies, highlighting their
significance and impact on both cinema and society.

The Birth of a Nation (1915)
D.W. Griffith's controversial film, "The Birth of a Nation," is often
credited with establishing the feature-length film as an art form. The film
depicts the relationship between two families during the American Civil War
and Reconstruction era. While it is recognized for its technical innovations,
it is equally criticized for its overt racism and glorification of the Ku
Klux Klan. The film sparked significant protests and discussions about race
in America, forming a critical part of both film history and American
cultural discourse.

All Quiet on the Western Front (1930)
Though primarily focused on World War I, "All Quiet on the Western Front"
reflects the American experience of war and its devastating consequences. The
film, based on Erich Maria Remarque's novel, follows a group of young
soldiers who enlist with patriotic fervor but ultimately face the grim
realities of trench warfare. Its anti-war message resonated deeply during a
time when the U.S. was grappling with the aftermath of the war.

12 Angry Men (1957)
"12 Angry Men" is a courtroom drama that delves into the American judicial
system and the idea of reasonable doubt. While not a historical film in the
traditional sense, it reflects the societal values and legal principles that
are foundational to American democracy. The film centers on the deliberations
of a jury in a murder trial, showcasing the tensions and prejudices that can
influence justice. Its themes of morality and civic duty remain relevant
today.



Selma (2014)
"Selma" chronicles the historic 1965 voting rights marches from Selma to
Montgomery, Alabama, led by civil rights activists including Martin Luther
King Jr. The film highlights the struggle for racial equality and the
systemic obstacles faced by African Americans. With powerful performances and
a gripping narrative, "Selma" serves as a poignant reminder of the ongoing
fight for civil rights in America.

Lincoln (2012)
Steven Spielberg's "Lincoln" focuses on the final months of President Abraham
Lincoln's life as he navigates the political landscape of the Civil War era.
The film delves into Lincoln's efforts to pass the Thirteenth Amendment,
which abolished slavery in the United States. Daniel Day-Lewis's portrayal of
Lincoln earned widespread acclaim, and the film itself ignited discussions
about leadership, morality, and the complexities of American history.

Hidden Figures (2016)
"Hidden Figures" tells the inspiring true story of three African American
women—Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan, and Mary Jackson—who played crucial
roles at NASA during the Space Race. The film highlights their contributions
to the success of the early space missions and sheds light on the
intersection of race and gender in the workplace. By showcasing these unsung
heroes, "Hidden Figures" serves as both an educational tool and a celebration
of diversity in American history.

American Sniper (2014)
"American Sniper" is based on the autobiography of Chris Kyle, a Navy SEAL
sniper credited with the most confirmed kills by a U.S. military member. The
film explores the complexities of war, heroism, and the personal toll of
combat. It sparked discussions about the morality of war and the
psychological impact on soldiers returning home. Its portrayal of modern
military conflicts provides insight into contemporary American society.

Historical Themes in American History Movies
American history movies often explore various themes that resonate with
audiences. Some of these themes include:

Struggle for Equality: Many films, such as "Selma" and "Hidden Figures,"
focus on the fight for civil rights and social justice, highlighting the
resilience of marginalized communities.



War and Sacrifice: Films like "American Sniper" and "All Quiet on the
Western Front" depict the harsh realities of war, the sacrifices made by
soldiers, and the impact on families and society.

Leadership and Morality: Movies such as "Lincoln" examine the moral
dilemmas faced by leaders during critical moments in history, raising
questions about ethics and governance.

National Identity: Many American history films explore the concept of
what it means to be American, reflecting on the ideals of freedom,
democracy, and the American Dream.

The Evolution of American History Movies
The portrayal of American history in film has evolved significantly over the
decades. Early films often focused on grand narratives and heroic figures,
while more recent productions have sought to present a more nuanced and
diverse perspective. This evolution can be seen in several key trends:

Increased Diversity in Storytelling
The inclusion of stories from various cultural backgrounds has become more
prominent in American history movies. Films like "Selma" and "Hidden Figures"
highlight the contributions of African Americans and other marginalized
groups, offering a broader understanding of history.

Focus on Complex Characters
Modern history films often depict complex characters who grapple with moral
ambiguity. This shift allows for a more realistic portrayal of historical
figures, moving beyond simplistic notions of good and evil.

Intersection of History and Contemporary Issues
Many contemporary films draw parallels between historical events and current
social issues. By connecting the past with the present, filmmakers encourage
audiences to reflect on how history continues to shape modern America.

Conclusion
American history movies serve not just as entertainment but as a vital means
of engaging with the past. Through the lens of cinema, audiences can explore
significant events, grapple with complex themes, and appreciate the diverse
narratives that comprise American history. As filmmakers continue to push



boundaries and seek new stories to tell, the genre will undoubtedly evolve,
providing future generations with a deeper understanding of the American
experience. Whether through the lens of war, civil rights, or personal
struggle, these films remind us of the lessons of history and the importance
of remembering where we came from.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the film 'Birth of a
Nation' (1915) in American history movies?
'Birth of a Nation' is significant for its portrayal of the Civil War and
Reconstruction era. However, it is also controversial for its racist
depictions of African Americans and its role in the revival of the Ku Klux
Klan.

How does 'Gone with the Wind' (1939) reflect
American views on the Civil War?
'Gone with the Wind' romanticizes the South during the Civil War and
Reconstruction, often presenting a nostalgic view of the antebellum South,
which has sparked discussions about historical accuracy and racial
representation.

What themes does 'Schindler's List' (1993) address
in the context of American history?
'Schindler's List' addresses the Holocaust, exploring themes of morality,
sacrifice, and the impact of World War II, highlighting America's role in
confronting totalitarianism and its aftermath.

In what way does 'Selma' (2014) contribute to the
understanding of the Civil Rights Movement?
'Selma' depicts the 1965 Selma to Montgomery marches, emphasizing the
struggle for voting rights and the leadership of figures like Martin Luther
King Jr., providing a poignant representation of the Civil Rights Movement.

What impact did '12 Years a Slave' (2013) have on
perceptions of American slavery?
'12 Years a Slave' provides a harrowing depiction of slavery in the United
States, based on a true story, which has contributed to a broader discourse
on racial injustice and the legacy of slavery in American society.



How does 'The Help' (2011) portray the social
dynamics of the 1960s in America?
'The Help' explores the lives of African American maids working in white
households, shedding light on racial inequalities and women's roles during
the Civil Rights era, though it has also faced criticism for its perspective.

What historical events does 'American Sniper' (2014)
depict, and what controversies surround it?
'American Sniper' focuses on the life of Navy SEAL Chris Kyle during the Iraq
War, highlighting themes of patriotism and sacrifice, but it has sparked
debates about its portrayal of the war and the ethics of military engagement.

Why is 'Hamilton' (2020) considered a revolutionary
portrayal of American history?
'Hamilton' is revolutionary for its diverse casting and hip-hop musical
style, bringing the story of Founding Father Alexander Hamilton to a
contemporary audience, challenging traditional narratives of American
history.
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