AMERICAN GRAFFITI PARENTS GUIDE

AMERICAN GRAFFITI PARENTS GUIDE IS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR PARENTS CONSIDERING WHETHER TO INTRODUCE THEIR
CHILDREN TO THIS ICONIC FILM. RELEASED IN 1973 AND DIRECTED BY GEORGE LUCAS, “ AMERICAN GRAFFITI” CAPTURES THE
ESSENCE OF YOUTH CULTURE IN THE EARLY 1960s. THE FILM FOLLOWS A GROUP OF TEENAGERS ON THEIR LAST NIGHT BEFORE
HEADING OFF TO COLLEGE, SHOWCASING THE MUSIC, CARS, AND SOCIAL DYNAMICS OF THE TIME. HOWEVER, LIKE ANY CLASSIC
FILM, IT CONTAINS THEMES AND CONTENT THAT MAY BE INAPPROPRIATE FOR YOUNGER VIEWERS. THIS ARTICLE WILL PROVIDE A
COMPREHENSIVE PARENTS GUIDE TO HELP YOU DETERMINE IF “ AMERICAN GRAFFITI” IS SUITABLE FOR YOUR FAMILY.

UNDERSTANDING THE FILM's CONTEXT

BEFORE DIVING INTO THE SPECIFICS OF THE CONTENT, IT'S CRUCIAL TO UNDERSTAND THE CULTURAL CONTEXT OF ”AMERICAN
GRAFFITL” THE FILM 1S SET IN A CALIFORNIA TOWN IN 1962 AND SERVES AS BOTH A NOSTALGIC TRIBUTE TO THE ERA AND A
COMMENTARY ON THE TRANSITION FROM ADOLESCENCE TO ADULTHOOD. IT FEATURES A MIX OF COMEDY, DRAMA, AND ROMANCE,
WITH AN EMPHASIS ON THE TEENAGE EXPERIENCE.

PLoT OVERVIEW

” AMERICAN GRAFFITI” REVOLVES AROUND SEVERAL CHARACTERS, INCLUDING:

1. CURT HenpersoN (RICHARD DREYFUSS) - A RECENT HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE CONTEMPLATING HIS FUTURE.
2. STeVE BoLANDER (RoN HowARD) - CURT’S BEST FRIEND, WHO'S GRAPPLING WITH HIS RELATIONSHIP.

3. Deegie (CANDY CLARK) - A GIRL WHO HAS A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON STEVE'S LIFE.

4. JoHn MiLNer (PAUL LE MAT) - A TOUGH GUY WITH A REPUTATION FOR STREET RACING.

5. TooTslie (MACKENZIE PHILLIPS) - A YOUNG GIRL WHO IS INFATUATED WITH MILNER.

THE FILM CAPTURES THEIR ADVENTURES AND MISADVENTURES THROUGHOUT A SINGLE NIGHT, FEATURING CRUISING, CAR
CULTURE, AND THE ICONIC SOUNDTRACK OF THE ERA.

CONTENT ANALYSIS

WHEN ASSESSING THE APPROPRIATENESS OF “AMERICAN GRAFFITI” FOR YOUNGER VIEWERS, PARENTS SHOULD CONSIDER
VARIOUS ELEMENTS SUCH AS LANGUAGE, SEXUAL CONTENT, DRUG USE, AND VIOLENCE.

L ANGUAGE

“ AMERICAN GRAFFITI” CONTAINS MODERATE LANGUAGE THAT REFLECTS THE ERA AND THE CHARACTERS  PERSONALITIES. SOME
EXAMPLES INCLUDE:

- MILD PROFANITY
- SLANG TERMS COMMON IN THE 1960s

W/HILE THE LANGUAGE IS NOT EXCESSIVELY VULGAR, PARENTS SHOULD BE AWARE THAT SOME WORDS USED MAY NOT BE
SUITABLE FOR YOUNGER AUDIENCES.



SeExUAL CONTENT

THE FILM INCLUDES SEVERAL SCENES THAT INVOLVE ROMANTIC RELATIONSHIPS AND SEXUAL INNUENDOS. KEY POINTS INCLUDE:

- KISSING AND FLIRTING: CHARACTERS ENGAGE IN ROMANTIC INTERACTIONS, INCLUDING KISSING AND SUGGESTIVE DIALOGUE.

- IMPLIED SEXUAL SITUATIONS: SOME SCENES IMPLY SEXUAL RELATIONSHIPS OR ENCOUNTERS WITHOUT EXPLICIT DEPICTION.

- TEENAGE RELATIONSHIPS: THE FILM EXPLORES THE COMPLEXITIES OF TEENAGE LOVE, WHICH MAY PROMPT DISCUSSIONS ABOUT
RELATIONSHIPS AND CONSENT.

PARENTS SHOULD BE PREPARED FOR THESE THEMES AND CONSIDER DISCUSSING THEM WITH THEIR CHILDREN IF THEY CHOOSE TO
WATCH THE FILM.

DruG AND ALcoHoL UsE

“ AMERICAN GRAFFITI” INCLUDES INSTANCES OF DRUG AND ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION, WHICH ARE REFLECTIVE OF THE TIME PERIOD.
KEY ASPECTS INCLUDE:

- UNDERAGE DRINKING: CHARACTERS ARE SHOWN DRINKING ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, SOMETIMES IN SOCIAL SETTINGS.
- DRUG REFERENCES: W/HILE ILLEGAL DRUG USE IS NOT A PRIMARY FOCUS, THERE ARE CASUAL REFERENCES TO DRUG CULTURE.

THIS CONTENT MAY RAISE CONCERNS FOR PARENTS, ESPECIALLY REGARDING THE PORTRAYAL OF SUBSTANCE USE AMONG
TEENAGERS.

VIOLENCE

THE FILM CONTAINS MINIMAL VIOLENCE, BUT THERE ARE A FEW KEY MOMENTS TO NOTE:

- STREET RACING: THE COMPETITIVE NATURE OF STREET RACING MAY LEAD TO RECKLESS DRIVING AND POTENTIAL ACCIDENTS.
- FIGHTS: SOME CHARACTERS ENGAGE IN MINOR ALTERCATIONS, ALTHOUGH THESE ARE NOT GRAPHICALLY DEPICTED.

W/HILE VIOLENCE IS NOT A CENTRAL THEME, PARENTS SHOULD BE AW ARE OF THESE ELEMENTS WHEN CONSIDERING THE FILM'S
SUITABILITY FOR YOUNGER VIEWERS.

AGE APPROPRIATENESS

THe MPAA (MoTIoN PICTURE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA) ORIGINALLY RATED “AMERICAN GRAFFITI” PG. HOWEVER, IT'S
IMPORTANT TO RECOGNIZE THAT RATINGS CAN EVOLVE OVER TIME, AND WHAT WAS ONCE DEEMED ACCEPTABLE MAY NOW
TRIGGER DIFFERENT SENSITIVITIES AMONG PARENTS AND CHILDREN.

RecoMMENDED AGE RANGE

BASED ON THE CONTENT ANALYSIS, THE RECOMMENDED AGE RANGE FOR VIEWING “AMERICAN GRAFFITI” IS TYPICALLY:
7

- AGES 13 AND UP: TEENAGERS MAY BE ABLE TO HANDLE THE THEMES AND DISCUSSIONS PROMPTED BY THE FILM, MAKING IT A
GOOD FIT FOR FAMILY MOVIE NIGHTS WITH OLDER ADOLESCENTS.



DiscussioN POINTS FOR PARENTS

IF YOU DECIDE TO WATCH “AMERICAN GRAFFITI” WITH YOUR CHILDREN, CONSIDER USING THE FOLLOWING DISCUSSION POINTS
TO FACILITATE MEANINGFUL CONVERSATIONS:

1. THE IMPACT OF PEER PRESSURE: DISCUSS HOW CHARACTERS NAVIGATE RELATIONSHIPS AND THE INFLUENCE OF FRIENDS.

2. UNDERSTANDING NOSTALGIA: EXPLORE WHY THE FILM PORTRAYS THE PAST IN A ROMANTICIZED WAY AND WHAT THAT
MEANS FOR THE CHARACTERS' FUTURES.

3. DRIVING AND SAFETY: USE THE STREET RACING SCENES TO TALK ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF SAFE DRIVING AND THE
CONSEQUENCES OF RECKLESS BEHAVIOR.

4. RELATIONSHIPS: DISCUSS THE DYNAMICS OF TEENAGE RELATIONSHIPS, INCLUDING CONSENT AND COMMUNICATION.

CoNcCLUSION

IN SUMMARY, THE AMERICAN GRAFFITI PARENTS GUIDE SERVES AS A VALUABLE TOOL FOR FAMILIES CONSIDERING WATCHING THIS
CLASSIC FILM TOGETHER. W/HILE IT OFFERS A NOSTALGIC LOOK AT TEENAGE LIFE IN THE ]9()05, PARENTS SHOULD BE AWARE OF
ITS LANGUAGE, SEXUAL CONTENT, DRUG USE, AND MINIMAL VIOLENCE. BY ENGAGING WITH THE FILM'S THEMES AND FACILITATING
DISCUSSIONS, PARENTS CAN HELP THEIR CHILDREN NAVIGATE THE COMPLEXITIES PRESENTED IN “ AMERICAN GRAFFITL.”
ULTIMATELY, THE DECISION TO WATCH THIS FILM SHOULD BE BASED ON INDIVIDUAL FAMILY VALUES AND THE MATURITY LEVEL
OF THE CHILDREN INVOLVED.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT IS THE PRIMARY THEME OF ' AMERICAN GRAFFITI’ THAT PARENTS SHOULD BE
AWARE OF?

' AMERICAN GRAFFITI" EXPLORES THEMES OF ADOLESCENCE, THE TRANSITION TO ADULTHOOD, AND THE IMPACT OF CAR CULTURE
IN THE 1960s. PARENTS SHOULD CONSIDER HOW THESE THEMES MIGHT RESONATE WITH THEIR TEENS.

Does ' AMERICAN GRAFFITI' CONTAIN ANY MATURE CONTENT THAT PARENTS SHOULD
DISCUSS WITH THEIR CHILDREN?

YES/ THE FILM INCLUDES SOME MATURE THEMES, INCLUDING UNDERAGE DRINKING, SUGGESTIVE SITUATIONS, AND MILD LANGUAGE.
PARENTS MAY WANT TO DISCUSS THESE TOPICS WITH THEIR CHILDREN BEFORE WATCHING.

Is ' AMERICAN GRAFFITI’ SUITABLE FOR YOUNGER VIEWERS?

WHILE “AMERICAN GRAFFITI’ IS GENERALLY CONSIDERED A CLASSIC, IT IS RATED PG, WHICH MEANS IT MAY NOT BE SUITABLE
FOR VERY YOUNG VIEWERS DUE TO SOME ADULT THEMES AND CONTENT. PARENTAL DISCRETION IS ADVISED.

\WHAT LIFE LESSONS CAN PARENTS HIGHLIGHT FROM 'AMERICAN GRAFFITI'?

PARENTS CAN HIGHLIGHT LESSONS ABOUT FRIENDSHIP, THE IMPORTANCE OF CHOICES, AND THE FLEETING NATURE OF YOUTH. THE
FILM ALSO ENCOURAGES DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE CONSEQUENCES OF ACTIONS AND THE NOSTALGIA FOR SIMPLER TIMES.



How CAN PARENTS USE ‘AMERICAN GRAFFITI' AS A CONVERSATION STARTER WITH
THEIR TEENS?

PARENTS CAN USE THE FILM TO ENCOURAGE DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE CULTURAL CHANGES BETWEEN GENERATIONS, THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF CAR CULTURE, AND HOW SOCIAL DYNAMICS HAVE EVOLVED, PROVIDING A PLATFORM FOR MEANINGFUL
CONVERSATIONS.
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