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The American Government CLEP (College Level Examination Program) test is an excellent way for
students to earn college credit by demonstrating their knowledge of U.S. government and politics.
With careful preparation, you can approach the exam with confidence. This study guide will outline
the key components of the exam, effective study strategies, and resources you can use to ensure you
are well-prepared.

Understanding the American Government CLEP Test

The American Government CLEP exam is designed to assess your understanding of the principles
and practices of U.S. government. It covers a range of topics, including the Constitution, federalism,
civil rights, and the workings of government institutions. Here’s a breakdown of the exam’s
structure:

Format: The test consists of 100 multiple-choice questions.

Duration: You have 90 minutes to complete the exam.

Scoring: The exam is scored on a scale of 20 to 80, with most colleges requiring a score of
around 50 to earn credit.

Content Areas of the Exam

The American Government CLEP test covers several main content areas, each with varying
emphasis. Understanding these areas will help you to focus your studies effectively. The primary
content areas include:

Foundations of American Government (20-30% of the test)1.

Historical context of the Constitution

Federalism and the separation of powers

The Bill of Rights and amendments

Political Behavior (20-30% of the test)2.



Political parties and interest groups

Public opinion and political socialization

Voting behavior and electoral processes

Political Institutions (30-40% of the test)3.

Congress: structure, powers, and functions

The presidency: roles and powers

The judiciary: court systems and interpretations

Public Policy (10-20% of the test)4.

Policy-making processes

Types of public policy: economic, social, and foreign

Government regulations and their impacts

Effective Study Strategies

Preparing for the American Government CLEP test requires a strategic approach. Here are some
effective study strategies to maximize your preparation:

1. Create a Study Schedule

Establish a timeline that outlines when you will study each topic. A well-structured study schedule
will keep you organized and ensure you cover all necessary material before the exam date.

2. Utilize CLEP Study Guides and Resources

Invest in reputable CLEP study guides, which often include practice questions and detailed
explanations of key concepts. Some recommended resources include:



Official CLEP Study Guide: This guide contains an overview of the exam and sample
questions.

Modern States Education Alliance: Offers free online courses and resources tailored for
CLEP exams.

Peterson's Test Prep: Provides practice tests and study materials specifically for the
American Government CLEP.

3. Take Practice Exams

Practice exams are an excellent way to gauge your understanding and readiness. They help you
familiarize yourself with the exam format and time constraints. Use practice tests to identify weak
areas that may require further study.

4. Study Group or Tutor

Consider forming a study group with peers or hiring a tutor who specializes in American
Government. Collaborative learning can help reinforce concepts and allow for discussions that
deepen your understanding.

Key Topics to Study

To succeed in the American Government CLEP test, focus on the following key topics:

1. The Constitution

Understand the structure and purpose of the Constitution, including the Preamble, Articles, and
Amendments. Be familiar with landmark Supreme Court cases that have interpreted constitutional
principles.

2. Federalism

Study the relationship between state and federal governments, the division of powers, and how
federalism influences policy-making and governance.



3. Civil Rights and Liberties

Learn about the evolution of civil rights in the United States, including significant legislation (e.g.,
the Civil Rights Act) and Supreme Court rulings that have shaped civil liberties.

4. Political System and Institutions

Understand the roles and functions of the three branches of government: executive, legislative, and
judicial. Familiarize yourself with the electoral process, political parties, and the impact of interest
groups.

5. Public Policy

Examine how public policies are formulated and implemented. Study various policy areas, such as
healthcare, education, and foreign policy, and analyze their implications for society.

Helpful Study Tools and Resources

In addition to study guides and practice exams, utilize a variety of tools to enhance your learning
experience:

Flashcards: Create flashcards for key terms, concepts, and important figures in American
government.

Online Resources: Websites like Khan Academy and Coursera offer free courses on American
government topics.

Podcasts and Videos: Seek out educational podcasts and YouTube channels that cover
American government concepts in an engaging way.

Tips for Test Day

On the day of the exam, being well-prepared and calm can greatly influence your performance. Here
are some final tips:

1. Get Plenty of Rest



Ensure you get a good night’s sleep before the exam. Being well-rested will help you focus and think
clearly during the test.

2. Arrive Early

Arrive at the testing center early to allow yourself time to settle in and reduce any anxiety.
Familiarize yourself with the environment to feel more comfortable during the exam.

3. Read Questions Carefully

During the test, take your time to read each question carefully. Pay attention to keywords that can
help you determine the correct answer.

4. Manage Your Time

Keep an eye on the time and pace yourself throughout the exam. If you encounter a difficult
question, move on and return to it later if time allows.

Conclusion

The American Government CLEP test can be a valuable opportunity to earn college credit while
demonstrating your knowledge of U.S. government and politics. With diligent study, use of effective
resources, and adherence to strategic preparation methods, you can approach the exam with
confidence. Remember to focus on the key content areas, utilize practice exams, and employ
effective study strategies to enhance your chances of success. Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are covered in the American Government CLEP
test?
The American Government CLEP test covers topics such as the U.S. Constitution, federalism,
separation of powers, civil rights, political parties, and the electoral process.

How can I effectively study for the American Government
CLEP exam?
To study effectively, use CLEP study guides, practice tests, flashcards, and review key concepts such
as government structure, historical documents, and landmark Supreme Court cases.



Are there any recommended textbooks for the American
Government CLEP test?
Recommended textbooks include 'American Government' by James Q. Wilson and 'The American
Political System' by Ken Kollman, which cover essential concepts and theories.

What is the format of the American Government CLEP test?
The American Government CLEP test consists of 100 multiple-choice questions that must be
completed within 90 minutes.

How much does it cost to take the American Government CLEP
test?
As of 2023, the cost to take the CLEP exam is typically around $89, but be sure to check with your
testing center for any additional fees.

Where can I find practice tests for the American Government
CLEP?
Practice tests can be found on the College Board website, as well as through various CLEP study
guide books and online resources.

What score do I need to pass the American Government CLEP
test?
Most colleges require a minimum score of 50 to pass the American Government CLEP test, but this
can vary by institution.

Can I take the American Government CLEP test online?
Yes, the American Government CLEP test can be taken online through remote proctoring, allowing
you to take the exam from home.

How long should I study for the American Government CLEP
test?
Study time can vary; however, most students spend about 4-6 weeks preparing for the exam,
dedicating several hours each week.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when studying for
the CLEP American Government exam?
Common mistakes include not focusing on key concepts, neglecting practice tests, and
underestimating the importance of understanding the structure and functions of government.
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