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American Dream Faces Harsh New Reality CommonLit Answer Key: In recent years,
the concept of the American Dream has come under scrutiny as various socio-
economic factors have challenged its attainability. The idea that anyone,
regardless of their background, can achieve success and prosperity through
hard work and determination has been both a source of inspiration and a
subject of criticism. CommonLit has provided resources and reading materials
that delve into this topic, exploring the harsh realities many face in
pursuit of their dreams. This article will examine the evolving narrative of
the American Dream, the challenges individuals encounter, and how educational
resources like CommonLit can help in understanding these complex issues.

The Evolution of the American Dream

The American Dream has historically been defined by the promise of upward
mobility and the opportunity for a better life. However, its meaning has
shifted over time due to various factors.

Historical Context

1. Foundational Ideals: The American Dream is rooted in the Declaration of
Independence, which emphasizes life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
2. Post-War Prosperity: After World War II, the U.S. experienced significant
economic growth, leading to the belief that home ownership, education, and
stable employment were attainable for all.

3. Civil Rights Movement: The struggle for equality highlighted that the
American Dream was not equally accessible to all, particularly marginalized
communities.

Modern Interpretation

1. Diversity of Experiences: Today, the American Dream is interpreted
differently based on race, ethnicity, and socio-economic background.

2. Digital Age: The rise of technology has created new avenues for success
but has also widened the gap between those who have access to resources and
those who do not.

3. Changing Values: Younger generations are redefining success, often
prioritizing work-life balance and social impact over traditional markers
like wealth or status.



Challenges Facing the American Dream

As the American Dream evolves, various barriers prevent individuals from
achieving it. Below are some of the most pressing challenges.

Economic Inequality

1. Wage Stagnation: Many workers have seen their wages stagnate despite
rising costs of living, making it increasingly difficult to save for the
future.

2. Wealth Disparity: The wealth gap has widened, with the richest Americans
accumulating significant wealth while the middle and lower classes struggle
to stay afloat.

3. Job Insecurity: The gig economy has introduced flexibility but often at
the cost of job security and benefits.

Access to Education

1. Rising Tuition Costs: College education has become prohibitively
expensive, leading to significant student debt that can hinder financial
freedom.

2. Quality of Education: Disparities in funding for public schools often
result in unequal educational opportunities based on geographic location.
3. Digital Divide: The pandemic highlighted the inequalities in access to
technology, which is essential for remote learning and job opportunities.

Healthcare Disparities

1. Cost of Healthcare: The high cost of healthcare in the U.S. can lead to
financial ruin for families facing medical emergencies.

2. Access to Services: Marginalized communities often face barriers to
accessing quality healthcare, impacting their overall well-being and ability
to work.

3. Mental Health: The stigma surrounding mental health issues can prevent
individuals from seeking help, further complicating their pursuit of the
American Dream.

The Role of CommonLit in Addressing These
Issues

CommonLit offers a variety of educational resources that help students engage



with the concept of the American Dream and its complexities. Through curated
texts and discussion prompts, students can explore the nuances of this topic
in a supportive learning environment.

Engaging with Texts

1. Diverse Perspectives: CommonLit provides access to texts from various
authors, allowing students to see the American Dream through different
lenses.

2. Critical Thinking: The platform encourages critical analysis of texts,
prompting students to consider the socio-economic factors that influence
individual experiences.

3. Discussion Questions: Thought-provoking questions accompany readings,
fostering classroom discussions that challenge preconceived notions about
success and opportunity.

Building Empathy and Understanding

1. Personal Narratives: Many CommonLit texts feature personal stories that
resonate with students, helping them to develop empathy for others'
experiences.

2. Historical Context: The inclusion of historical texts allows students to
understand the evolution of the American Dream and its impact on different
communities.

3. Real-World Connections: Lessons often connect classroom discussions to
current events, making the concept of the American Dream relevant to
students' lives.

The Future of the American Dream

As society continues to grapple with these realities, the future of the
American Dream remains uncertain. However, several trends may shape its
evolution.

Increased Advocacy for Equity

1. Grassroots Movements: More individuals are advocating for policies that
promote economic equity, such as universal healthcare and fair wages.

2. Community Support: Local organizations are working to provide resources
and support for underrepresented groups, helping to level the playing field.
3. Education Reform: Calls for reform in the education system aim to ensure
that all students have access to quality education, regardless of their
background.



Redefining Success

1. Sustainable Living: Many individuals are prioritizing sustainability and
social responsibility over traditional measures of success.

2. Work-Life Balance: A growing emphasis on mental health and well-being is
leading people to re-evaluate their career paths and life choices.

3. Collaborative Economy: The rise of cooperative business models reflects a
shift towards community-oriented success rather than individual gain.

Conclusion

The American Dream faces a harsh new reality, influenced by economic, social,
and educational factors that complicate its attainability. However, platforms
like CommonLit are vital in fostering understanding and empathy among
students, encouraging them to engage critically with this complex issue. As
society continues to evolve, so too will the narrative surrounding the
American Dream, challenging future generations to redefine what success means
in a rapidly changing world. Through education and advocacy, there is hope
for a more inclusive vision of the American Dream, one that recognizes the
diverse pathways to success and the importance of equity for all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the term 'American Dream' signify in
contemporary society?

The 'American Dream' signifies the ideal that anyone, regardless of
background, can achieve success and upward mobility through hard work and
determination. However, in contemporary society, this dream faces challenges
due to economic inequality, systemic barriers, and changing job markets.

How has the COVID-19 pandemic affected perceptions
of the American Dream?

The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted disparities in access to opportunities,
leading many to question the attainability of the American Dream.
Unemployment, business closures, and health crises have made it clear that
not everyone has the same chances to succeed.

What role does education play in achieving the
American Dream today?

Education plays a critical role in achieving the American Dream, as it is
often viewed as a pathway to better job prospects and higher income. However,



rising student debt and unequal access to quality education have made this
path more difficult for many.

In what ways are economic factors reshaping the
American Dream?

Economic factors, such as wage stagnation, housing affordability, and the gig
economy, are reshaping the American Dream. Many people are finding it
increasingly difficult to achieve homeownership and financial stability,
leading to a reevaluation of what the American Dream means.

What are some common misconceptions about the
American Dream in today's context?

Common misconceptions include the belief that hard work alone guarantees
success and that the American Dream is equally accessible to all. In reality,
systemic inequalities and varying starting points significantly impact
individuals' ability to achieve their dreams.
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