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American Anti-Slavery Society APUSH is a significant topic in the study of American history,
particularly in the Advanced Placement United States History (APUSH) curriculum. This
organization played a crucial role in the abolitionist movement of the 19th century, advocating for
the end of slavery in the United States and influencing public opinion and political policy.
Understanding the origins, activities, and impacts of the American Anti-Slavery Society is essential
for grasping the complexities of American social reform, civil rights, and the lead-up to the Civil
War.

Origins of the American Anti-Slavery Society

The American Anti-Slavery Society (AASS) was founded in 1833 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Its
establishment was a response to the pervasive institution of slavery in the United States and the
growing abolitionist sentiment among various groups. Here are some key elements surrounding its
formation:

Influence of Abolitionist Thought: The society was heavily influenced by the writings and
speeches of prominent abolitionists such as William Lloyd Garrison, who advocated for
immediate emancipation without compensation to slave owners.

Religious Motivations: Many members of the society were motivated by religious beliefs,
particularly from Quaker and evangelical Christian communities, who viewed slavery as a
moral sin.

Response to Gradual Emancipation: Prior to the formation of the AASS, many abolitionists
supported a gradual approach to emancipation. However, the society's founders believed that
immediate action was necessary.

Founding Members and Leadership

The AASS was established by a group of dedicated individuals, including:

- William Lloyd Garrison: A journalist and outspoken advocate for immediate emancipation, Garrison
became the society's first president and used his publication, "The Liberator," as a platform to
spread abolitionist messages.
- Arthur Tappan: A wealthy merchant and philanthropist, Tappan provided significant financial
support to the organization and was instrumental in its early growth.
- Frederick Douglass: An escaped slave and powerful orator, Douglass became a key figure in the
AASS, using his personal experiences to highlight the injustices of slavery.



Goals and Objectives of the AASS

The American Anti-Slavery Society aimed to achieve several key objectives through its activism:

1. Immediate Abolition of Slavery: The primary goal was to end slavery in the United States without
delay.
2. Education and Awareness: The AASS sought to educate the public about the horrors of slavery
and the moral imperative to abolish it.
3. Political Advocacy: The society aimed to influence legislation and political discourse related to
slavery and civil rights.
4. Support for Freed Slaves: The AASS also worked to provide support for freed slaves and assist in
their integration into society.

Methods of Activism

The American Anti-Slavery Society employed a variety of methods to further its goals, including:

- Public Lectures and Speeches: The AASS organized events featuring prominent abolitionists to
raise awareness and galvanize support.
- Pamphlets and Publications: The society distributed literature that detailed the horrors of slavery
and argued for its abolition, reaching a wide audience.
- Petition Drives: The AASS organized campaigns to gather signatures for petitions demanding the
end of slavery, presenting them to Congress and state legislatures.
- Formation of Local Societies: The AASS encouraged the establishment of local anti-slavery
societies to mobilize grassroots support.

Challenges Faced by the AASS

Despite its noble goals, the American Anti-Slavery Society faced numerous challenges that
complicated its mission:

Opposition from Pro-Slavery Groups: The AASS encountered fierce resistance from pro-
slavery advocates who viewed abolition as a threat to their way of life.

Internal Divisions: Differences in strategy and philosophy led to internal conflicts within the
society, particularly regarding the role of women in the movement.

Political Climate: The political landscape of the 1830s and 1840s was tumultuous, with
increasing sectional tensions that made the AASS's work even more challenging.



Women in the American Anti-Slavery Society

The American Anti-Slavery Society was notable for the active participation of women, who played
critical roles in the movement. Figures such as:

- Lucretia Mott: A prominent abolitionist and women's rights advocate, Mott was a key organizer in
the AASS and worked tirelessly for both causes.
- Elizabeth Cady Stanton: Known for her work in the women's rights movement, Stanton also
contributed to abolitionist efforts through her writings and activism.
- Sojourner Truth: An escaped slave who became a powerful speaker for both abolition and women's
rights, Truth’s contributions were essential in highlighting the intersecting struggles of race and
gender.

Impact of the American Anti-Slavery Society

The American Anti-Slavery Society had a profound impact on American society and politics,
influencing the abolitionist movement and contributing to the eventual end of slavery:

- Cultural Shift: The AASS played a crucial role in changing public perception of slavery, making it a
national moral issue.
- Political Influence: The society's advocacy contributed to the rise of the Republican Party and the
election of Abraham Lincoln, who would ultimately lead the nation through the Civil War.
- Foundation for Future Movements: The organizational strategies and frameworks developed by the
AASS influenced later civil rights movements in the United States.

Legacy of the AASS

The legacy of the American Anti-Slavery Society continues to resonate today. Its commitment to
social justice and human rights laid foundational principles for subsequent movements advocating
for equality and civil rights. The society's history serves as a reminder of the importance of activism
in the pursuit of justice and the enduring struggle against oppression.

Conclusion

In summary, the American Anti-Slavery Society was instrumental in the fight against slavery in the
United States. Through its dedicated efforts, the society not only fought to abolish slavery but also
elevated the discourse surrounding civil rights and social justice. For students of APUSH and anyone
interested in American history, understanding the role of the AASS is crucial in grasping the
complexities of the abolitionist movement and its lasting impact on American society. As we reflect
on the struggles and triumphs of the past, the lessons learned from the AASS continue to inspire
modern movements advocating for equality and justice.



Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary goal of the American Anti-Slavery
Society?
The primary goal of the American Anti-Slavery Society was to abolish slavery and promote the rights
of African Americans.

Who founded the American Anti-Slavery Society?
The American Anti-Slavery Society was founded by William Lloyd Garrison and other abolitionists in
1833.

What role did the American Anti-Slavery Society play in the
abolitionist movement?
The society played a crucial role by organizing anti-slavery campaigns, publishing literature, and
mobilizing public opinion against slavery.

What publication was associated with the American Anti-
Slavery Society?
The society is known for publishing 'The Liberator,' an influential abolitionist newspaper founded by
William Lloyd Garrison.

How did the American Anti-Slavery Society impact public
opinion about slavery?
The society raised awareness about the moral and social injustices of slavery through lectures,
pamphlets, and public meetings.

What was the significance of the 'Declaration of Sentiments'
adopted by the American Anti-Slavery Society?
The 'Declaration of Sentiments' outlined the society's commitment to ending slavery and emphasized
the equality of all people.

Which prominent abolitionists were members of the American
Anti-Slavery Society?
Prominent members included Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, and Lucretia Mott, among
others.



What strategies did the American Anti-Slavery Society use to
promote its cause?
The society utilized petitions, public speeches, literature distribution, and organized rallies to
advocate for the end of slavery.

What was the relationship between the American Anti-Slavery
Society and the Underground Railroad?
The society supported the Underground Railroad by helping to transport escaped slaves and
providing resources for their safety.

What led to the decline of the American Anti-Slavery Society
in the late 19th century?
The decline was due to internal divisions among abolitionists, the end of the Civil War, and the
passage of the 13th Amendment, which abolished slavery.
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