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The seventh episode of the acclaimed documentary series "America: The Story of Us" delves deep
into the evolution and significance of American cities. This episode, titled "Cities," explores how
urbanization transformed the United States into a bustling hub of culture, innovation, and social
change. As America transitioned from a primarily agrarian society to an urban one, cities became the
focal points for immigrants, industries, and ideas. This article will provide a comprehensive overview
of Episode 7, offering insights into its main themes, significant events discussed, and an answer key
to the episode’s questions.

Overview of Episode 7: Cities

"Cities" presents a vivid narrative of how urban centers emerged as critical components of American
life. The episode highlights several key cities, including New York, Chicago, and Los Angeles, and
examines their growth and impact on the nation's identity.

Key Themes

1. Urbanization: The episode illustrates the massive migration from rural areas to cities. The industrial
revolution spurred this shift, creating jobs and opportunities that attracted millions of people, both
from within the country and abroad.

2. Immigration: Cities became melting pots of cultures, as new immigrants arrived seeking better
lives. The episode features personal stories of immigrants, showcasing their struggles and
contributions to the urban landscape.

3. Innovation and Industry: The rise of factories and technological advancements played a crucial role
in shaping cities. Innovations such as the assembly line and skyscraper construction techniques are
discussed, highlighting how they transformed urban life.

4. Social Change: As cities grew, so did social movements. The episode touches on labor rights,
women's suffrage, and civil rights, which gained momentum in urban settings.

5. Architecture and Urban Planning: The aesthetic and functional evolution of cityscapes, including

iconic buildings and public spaces, is depicted, emphasizing the importance of design in urban
environments.

Significant Events and Figures



The episode covers numerous events and individuals who played pivotal roles in the development of
American cities.

Major Cities Highlighted

1. New York City:

- As the largest city in the U.S. and a primary entry point for immigrants, New York serves as a symbol
of opportunity.

- Important landmarks like Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty are featured, representing hope and
new beginnings.

2. Chicago:

- The Great Chicago Fire of 1871 is a significant event discussed, showcasing the city's resilience and
subsequent rebuilding efforts that led to architectural innovation.

- Chicago's role in the development of the skyscraper is emphasized, with the Home Insurance
Building often cited as the first modern skyscraper.

3. Los Angeles:

- The growth of Los Angeles is linked to the entertainment industry, particularly Hollywood, which
transformed the city into a global cultural capital.

- The episode highlights the impact of the film industry on American culture and identity.

Key Figures Featured

1. Jacob Riis: A journalist and social reformer, Riis is known for his work documenting the living
conditions of the urban poor in New York City. His book "How the Other Half Lives" sparked social
reform.

2. Jane Addams: A pioneer in social work, Addams co-founded Hull House in Chicago, which provided
services for immigrants and the urban poor, emphasizing the importance of community support.

3. Frank Lloyd Wright: The renowned architect, known for his innovative designs, played a significant
role in shaping American architecture and urban planning.

Answer Key for Episode 7 Questions

The episode concludes with a series of questions aimed at encouraging viewers to reflect on the
content. Below is a suggested answer key to guide discussions or educational activities related to the
episode.

1. What were some of the main factors that contributed to



urbanization in America during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries?

- The industrial revolution, which created jobs and drew people to cities.

- The influx of immigrants seeking better opportunities and living conditions.

- Advances in transportation, such as railroads and streetcars, making it easier to travel to and within
urban areas.

2. How did the Great Chicago Fire impact the city’s
development?

- It led to significant changes in building codes and urban planning.

- The fire prompted a rebuilding effort that introduced innovative architectural designs, including
skyscrapers.

- It showcased the resilience of the city and its ability to reinvent itself.

3. Discuss the role of immigrants in shaping American cities.

- Immigrants contributed to the labor force, filling jobs in factories and other industries.

- They brought diverse cultures, traditions, and cuisines, enriching the urban tapestry.

- Immigrant communities often formed neighborhoods that provided support and a sense of
belonging.

4. What were some social movements that emerged in urban
areas, and what issues did they address?

- Labor rights movements sought better working conditions and fair wages.
- The women'’s suffrage movement gained traction in cities, advocating for women's right to vote.
- Civil rights movements focused on ending racial discrimination and promoting equality.

5. In what ways did architecture reflect the identity of
American cities?

- The design of skyscrapers symbolized economic growth and ambition.
- Public spaces and parks reflected the need for community gathering and recreation.
- Architectural styles often conveyed cultural influences and the aspirations of the cities.

Conclusion

"America: The Story of Us Episode 7 - Cities" is a compelling exploration of the forces that shaped
urban America. By examining the interplay between immigration, innovation, and social movements,
the episode provides a multifaceted view of how cities became the heart of American life. The stories
of resilience, creativity, and community woven throughout the episode remind viewers that cities are
not just places to live but vibrant centers of culture and history. As America continues to evolve, the



lessons and legacies of its cities remain pertinent, influencing the nation's future trajectory.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of Episode 7 of ‘America: The Story
of Us'?

The episode focuses on the rise of American cities and the impact of industrialization on urban life.

Which cities are highlighted in Episode 7?

The episode highlights cities like New York, Chicago, and San Francisco.

How did industrialization transform American cities according
to Episode 7?

Industrialization led to rapid urbanization, job creation, and significant population growth in cities.

What role did immigrants play in the development of
American cities as depicted in Episode 7?

Immigrants provided labor for factories and contributed to the cultural diversity and growth of cities.

What major event is discussed in relation to urban growth in
Episode 7?

The episode discusses the Great Chicago Fire and its impact on urban redevelopment.

How did transportation innovations affect cities in Episode 7?

Transportation innovations like railroads and streetcars facilitated movement and expanded urban
areas.

What challenges did urban areas face during the period
described in Episode 7?

Cities faced challenges such as overcrowding, sanitation issues, and labor unrest.

What was the significance of the skyscraper in the urban
landscape as discussed in Episode 7?

Skyscrapers represented the technological advancements and economic growth of American cities.



How did the episode portray the relationship between rural
and urban America?

The episode illustrates a shift from rural to urban lifestyles, showcasing the draw of cities for
opportunities.

What overarching theme is presented in Episode 7 regarding
American cities?

The overarching theme is the transformative power of cities in shaping American identity and culture.
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