america the story of us bust episode 9
answer key

America: The Story of Us - Bust Episode 9 Answer Key

The series "America: The Story of Us" is an educational documentary that
chronicles the history of the United States from its inception to
contemporary times. Episode 9, titled "Bust," focuses on the economic
challenges faced by the nation during the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
particularly highlighting the Panic of 1893 and its wide-ranging effects.
This article will provide an answer key for Episode 9, summarizing key
themes, characters, events, and the overall significance of the episode.

Overview of Episode 9: Bust

In Episode 9, viewers are introduced to a period of great upheaval in
American society. The episode begins by setting the stage for the economic
struggles that would soon emerge. It explores various factors contributing to
the financial crisis, including:

- Over-speculation in the railroads
- Declining agricultural prices
- International economic pressures

The episode effectively captures the panic and despair that gripped the
nation when the economy began to falter. It presents a narrative that is as
much about individual stories as it is about broader economic trends.

Key Themes

The episode delves into several essential themes that help illustrate the
complexities of the period:

1. Economic Disparities

One of the central themes of "Bust" is the growing divide between the wealthy
elite and the working class. The episode depicts how the industrial boom of
the late 19th century created immense wealth for some while leaving many
Americans struggling to make ends meet.



2. The Role of Government

Another significant theme is the government's response to economic turmoil.
The episode discusses how various administrations attempted to address the
crisis, often with limited success. It raises questions about the
effectiveness of government intervention in a rapidly changing economy.

3. Social Unrest

The episode also highlights the rise of social movements in response to
economic hardship. Strikes, protests, and the formation of labor unions
became increasingly common as workers sought to improve their conditions.
This theme is critical in understanding how economic crises can lead to
significant social change.

Significant Events and Characters

Throughout "Bust," various events and characters play pivotal roles in
shaping the nation's response to economic challenges:

1. The Panic of 1893

The Panic of 1893 is the focal point of the episode. It was one of the worst
economic crises in American history, leading to widespread unemployment and
business failures. The episode chronicles how this panic unfolded and its
immediate effects on American society.

2. Jacob Coxey and Coxey's Army

Jacob Coxey emerges as a notable figure in the episode. He led a march to
Washington, D.C., advocating for job creation and public works projects. This
event, known as "Coxey's Army," represents the growing discontent among the
working class and their demand for government action.

3. The Pullman Strike

Another significant event highlighted is the Pullman Strike of 1894. This
nationwide railroad strike was a response to wage cuts and poor working
conditions. The episode details the strike's escalation and the government's
heavy-handed response, which ultimately led to violence and further unrest.



Answer Key to Episode 9: Bust

The following is an answer key that summarizes the major points of Episode 9,
providing clarity on key questions that may arise:
1. What was the primary cause of the Panic of 18937
o Over-speculation in the railroad industry
o Declining agricultural prices

o International economic pressures

2. What was Jacob Coxey advocating for?
o Job creation
o Public works projects

o Government intervention to alleviate unemployment

3. What was the outcome of the Pullman Strike?
o Violence and unrest in multiple cities
o Federal intervention and the use of troops to end the strike

o Increased awareness of workers' rights and labor issues

4. How did the economic crisis impact American society?
o Increased unemployment and poverty
o Rise of social movements and labor unions

o Growing discontent with government policies

5. What role did the government play during the Panic?

o Attempts to stabilize the economy



o Heavy-handed responses to strikes and protests

o Limited success in addressing the needs of the populace

Conclusion

"America: The Story of Us - Bust" provides a compelling look at a tumultuous
period in American history, illustrating how economic challenges can have
far-reaching effects on society. The themes of economic disparity, government
response, and social unrest are woven throughout the narrative, providing
viewers with a comprehensive understanding of the era.

The events and figures highlighted in this episode serve as reminders of the
struggles faced by previous generations and the resilience of the American
spirit. By examining these pivotal moments in history, we gain insight into
the ongoing challenges that continue to shape the nation today. The answer
key provided above serves as a helpful resource for those looking to delve
deeper into the complex issues presented in Episode 9, ensuring a better
understanding of "Bust" and its significance in the broader context of
American history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What key events are highlighted in Episode 9 of
'America: The Story of Us'?

Episode 9 focuses on the industrial revolution, the rise of cities, and the
impact of immigration on America.

How does Episode 9 illustrate the concept of 'the
American Dream'?

The episode showcases how the industrial boom provided opportunities for many
immigrants and citizens to pursue their dreams, despite challenges.

What role did railroads play during the time period
covered in Episode 9?

Railroads were crucial for transportation and trade, helping to connect the
nation and stimulate economic growth.



In what ways does Episode 9 address social issues
that arose during industrialization?

The episode discusses labor strikes, the rise of unions, and the harsh
working conditions faced by many factory workers.

Which historical figures are prominently featured in
Episode 9?

Key figures include Andrew Carnegie and John D. Rockefeller, who were
influential in the steel and o0il industries, respectively.

What significant technological advancements are
discussed in Episode 97?

The episode highlights inventions such as the telegraph and the assembly
line, which transformed communication and manufacturing.

How does the episode depict the impact of
immigration on American society?

It illustrates how immigrants contributed to the workforce and culture, while
also facing discrimination and hardship.

What is a major theme explored in Episode 9
regarding urbanization?

The theme of rapid urbanization is explored, including the challenges of
overcrowding and the development of infrastructure.

How does Episode 9 conclude in regard to America's
future?

The episode concludes with a reflection on the resilience of the American
spirit and the ongoing quest for equality and opportunity.
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