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America: The Story of Us - Answer Key Episode 9

The documentary series America: The Story of Us provides a sweeping overview of the history of the
United States, capturing its triumphs, struggles, and transformations. Episode 9, titled "The New
Frontier," delves into the post-World War II era, focusing on the significant social, political, and
technological changes that shaped mid-20th century America. This article will explore the key
themes, events, and figures highlighted in this episode, serving as a comprehensive answer key for
viewers seeking a deeper understanding of the material.

Overview of Episode 9: The New Frontier

Episode 9 highlights the dynamic changes occurring in America during the 1950s and 1960s, a
period marked by prosperity, innovation, and civil rights movements. The episode captures the
excitement of the space race, the emergence of television as a cultural force, and the rising tensions
surrounding civil rights and social justice.

Key Themes

1. Post-War Prosperity

- The episode begins by illustrating the economic boom following World War II.

- Factories that once produced war materials shifted to consumer goods, leading to an
unprecedented rise in the standard of living.

- The G.I. Bill played a crucial role in supporting returning soldiers, allowing them to pursue
education and buy homes.

2. The Space Race

- The launch of Sputnik by the Soviet Union in 1957 marked the beginning of the space race, a
pivotal moment in American history.

- This event spurred the U.S. government to invest heavily in science and technology education.

- The episode emphasizes the significance of NASA's establishment and the eventual Apollo missions,
culminating in the moon landing in 1969.

3. Television and Culture

- The rapid adoption of television transformed American culture by influencing public opinion and
providing a shared national experience.

- Iconic shows and events, such as the Ed Sullivan Show and the moon landing, are discussed in
detail, illustrating how television became a staple of American life.

- The rise of rock 'n' roll and its cultural implications are also explored, with figures like Elvis Presley
and Chuck Berry representing a shift in youth culture.

4. Civil Rights Movement
- The episode addresses the growing momentum of the civil rights movement, highlighting key
events and figures.



- The Montgomery Bus Boycott, led by Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King Jr., is presented as a
turning point in the struggle for equality.

- The episode details the formation of organizations like the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC) and their role in grassroots activism.

Significant Events

- The Launch of Sputnik (1957)

- The Soviet Union's successful launch of the first artificial satellite shocked the American public and
government.

- It prompted a reassessment of U.S. scientific capabilities and led to educational reforms.

- The Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955-1956)

- Sparked by Rosa Parks’ refusal to give up her seat, this boycott was a pivotal moment in the civil
rights movement.

- It showcased the power of nonviolent protest and the leadership of Martin Luther King ]Jr.

- The Civil Rights Act of 1964

- A landmark piece of legislation that prohibited discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or
national origin.

- This act was the culmination of years of activism and set the foundation for future civil rights
advancements.

Influential Figures

1. Dwight D. Eisenhower

- As president during the 1950s, Eisenhower focused on maintaining peace and prosperity.
- His policies, including the Interstate Highway System, significantly shaped American
infrastructure.

2. Martin Luther King Jr.
- A central figure in the civil rights movement, King advocated for nonviolent resistance.
- His speeches and leadership inspired countless individuals to join the fight for equality.

3. John F. Kennedy

- Kennedy's vision of a "New Frontier" aimed to address social issues, including poverty and civil
rights.

- His presidency was marked by significant events, including the Cuban Missile Crisis and the
commitment to landing a man on the moon.

4. Rosa Parks

- Often called the "mother of the civil rights movement," Parks' act of defiance sparked a nationwide
movement.

- Her courage became a symbol of the struggle for racial equality.



Impact and Legacy of the Era

The events and changes captured in Episode 9 laid the groundwork for contemporary America,
influencing various aspects of society. The civil rights movement set the stage for ongoing struggles
for equality and justice, while the technological advancements initiated during the space race
continue to shape scientific endeavors today.

Social Changes

- The civil rights movement led to greater awareness and activism around issues of race and
equality.

- Women's rights movements began to gain traction, paralleling the civil rights struggles and
advocating for gender equality.

Technological Advancements

- The space race fostered innovation in technology and engineering, leading to advancements that
have had lasting impacts on everyday life, including developments in computers and
telecommunications.

- The influence of television transformed how information was disseminated, paving the way for the
modern media landscape.

Cultural Shifts

- The rise of youth culture and the rejection of traditional norms during the 1960s set the stage for
the counterculture movement.

- Music and art began to reflect the changing societal attitudes, with rock 'n' roll becoming a symbol
of rebellion and freedom.

Conclusion

America: The Story of Us - Episode 9: The New Frontier encapsulates a critical period in American
history that was marked by significant change and conflict. From the post-war economic boom to the
civil rights movement, the episode highlights the complexities of the era and the individuals who
played pivotal roles in shaping the nation. The legacy of this period continues to influence
contemporary America, making it essential to understand its historical context and implications. This
comprehensive answer key serves as a valuable resource for anyone looking to explore the themes
and events of this transformative time in American history.



Frequently Asked Questions

What major event does Episode 9 of 'America: The Story of Us'
focus on?

Episode 9 focuses on the Civil War, highlighting the conflict between the North and South and its
impact on the nation.

How does Episode 9 depict the role of technology during the
Civil War?

The episode illustrates how advancements in technology, such as the telegraph and railroads,
transformed warfare and communication during the Civil War.

What significant battles are covered in Episode 9?

Episode 9 covers key battles such as Gettysburg and Antietam, showcasing their importance in the
overall outcome of the Civil War.

How does the episode address the issue of slavery?

The episode discusses the central role of slavery in the conflict, exploring how it fueled tensions
between the North and South and led to the war.

What is the overall message of Episode 9 regarding the impact
of the Civil War on America?

The overall message emphasizes that the Civil War was a pivotal moment in American history,
shaping the future of the nation and leading to significant social and political changes.
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