
amelia island travel guide

Amelia Island travel guide: Nestled off the northeast coast of Florida,
Amelia Island is a hidden gem that offers a perfect blend of natural beauty,
rich history, and a plethora of activities for every type of traveler. This
enchanting island, part of the Sea Islands, is known for its stunning
beaches, lush landscapes, and charming towns, making it a must-visit
destination for families, couples, and solo adventurers alike. This travel
guide will provide you with everything you need to know to plan an
unforgettable trip to Amelia Island.

Getting There and Around

Transportation Options

Reaching Amelia Island is relatively easy, with several transportation
options available:

1. By Air: The nearest major airport is Jacksonville International Airport
(JAX), located about 30 miles away from the island. From the airport,
visitors can rent a car, take a taxi, or book a shuttle service to Amelia
Island.

2. By Car: If you’re driving, Amelia Island is accessible via Interstate 95.
Take Exit 373 and follow FL-200 East, which will lead you directly to the
island.

3. By Ferry: Another scenic option is to take the ferry from St. Marys,
Georgia, to Fernandina Beach on Amelia Island. This route offers stunning
views of the surrounding waterways.

Getting Around the Island

Once you arrive, you’ll find that getting around Amelia Island is convenient:

- Rental Cars: Renting a car is the most flexible option, allowing you to
explore at your own pace.
- Bicycles: Many visitors choose to rent bicycles to enjoy the island’s
scenic paths and beaches.
- Shuttle Services: Some hotels offer shuttle services to popular
destinations and attractions.
- Walking: The historic downtown area of Fernandina Beach is pedestrian-
friendly, making it easy to explore on foot.

Where to Stay

Amelia Island boasts a variety of accommodations, catering to different
budgets and preferences. Here are some popular options:



1. Luxury Resorts:
- The Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island: This beachfront resort offers elegant
rooms, a full-service spa, and fine dining options.
- Omni Amelia Island Resort: Known for its golf courses and family-friendly
activities, this resort features spacious rooms and numerous amenities.

2. Mid-Range Hotels:
- Amelia Hotel at the Beach: A charming hotel located steps from the beach,
offering comfortable accommodations and free breakfast.
- Hampton Inn & Suites Amelia Island: This hotel provides modern amenities,
complimentary breakfast, and easy access to local attractions.

3. Vacation Rentals:
- Condos and Beach Houses: For those looking for a more home-like experience,
consider renting a condo or beachfront house through platforms like Airbnb or
Vrbo.

4. Budget-Friendly Options:
- Hostels and Motels: There are several budget-friendly motels and hostels
available for travelers looking to save on accommodations.

Things to Do

Amelia Island offers an array of activities ranging from outdoor adventures
to cultural experiences. Here are some highlights:

Outdoor Activities

- Beaches: With 13 miles of pristine coastline, Amelia Island’s beaches, such
as Main Beach and Peters Point Beach, are perfect for sunbathing, swimming,
and beachcombing.
- Kayaking and Paddleboarding: Explore the island’s waterways by renting a
kayak or paddleboard. Guided tours are also available for those seeking a
more structured experience.
- Fishing: The waters around Amelia Island are teeming with fish. Charter a
boat for deep-sea fishing or try your luck from the shore.
- Golfing: The island is home to several world-class golf courses, including
the Oak Marsh and Ocean Links courses at the Omni Amelia Island Resort.

Historical and Cultural Experiences

- Fort Clinch State Park: This historic fort, built in the 19th century,
offers guided tours, hiking trails, and beautiful views of the ocean.
- Fernandina Beach Historic District: Stroll through this charming area
filled with Victorian architecture, art galleries, boutiques, and local
restaurants.
- Amelia Island Museum of History: Learn about the island’s past through
engaging exhibits and guided walking tours.
- Cultural Festivals: Depending on the time of year, visitors can enjoy
various festivals celebrating local culture, food, and arts, such as the Isle
of Eight Flags Shrimp Festival.



Dining Options

Amelia Island is a food lover’s paradise, offering a diverse range of dining
options to satisfy any palate. Here are some must-try restaurants:

1. Seafood:
- The Crab Trap: Known for its fresh seafood and casual atmosphere, this
beachfront restaurant is a local favorite.
- Salt: Located at The Ritz-Carlton, this fine dining restaurant focuses on
locally sourced ingredients and offers an extensive wine list.

2. Casual Dining:
- Tasty’s Fresh Burgers and Fries: A laid-back spot serving delicious
burgers, sandwiches, and salads.
- Peck’s Old Port Cove: A cozy eatery known for its fresh seafood and
friendly service.

3. Desserts:
- Nana Teresa’s Baked Goods: Don’t miss this local bakery featuring homemade
pastries, cookies, and cakes.
- Amelia Island Coffee: A great spot for coffee lovers, offering a variety of
brews and sweet treats.

Shopping

Amelia Island offers a delightful shopping experience, with a mix of
boutiques, art galleries, and souvenir shops. Here are some popular shopping
spots:

- Historic Downtown Fernandina Beach: Explore unique shops selling handmade
crafts, clothing, and local art.
- Amelia Island Marketplace: A local shopping center featuring a variety of
stores, including specialty shops and restaurants.
- Local Art Galleries: Visit galleries that showcase the work of local
artists, providing the perfect opportunity to find a unique piece to take
home.

Best Time to Visit

The best time to visit Amelia Island is during the spring (March to May) and
fall (September to November). These months offer pleasant weather, fewer
crowds, and a variety of local events and festivals. Summer can be hot and
humid, while winter is cooler but still enjoyable for those seeking a warm
getaway.

Conclusion

An Amelia Island travel guide showcases the charm and diversity of this
beautiful destination. Whether you're seeking adventure on the water,
relaxation on the beach, or a taste of history and culture, Amelia Island has
something for everyone. With its stunning landscapes, vibrant dining scene,



and welcoming community, your visit to Amelia Island is sure to be a
memorable one. So pack your bags, grab your sunscreen, and get ready for an
unforgettable escape to this enchanting Florida island!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the top attractions to visit on Amelia
Island?

Some of the top attractions include Fort Clinch State Park, the Amelia Island
Museum of History, and the beautiful beaches like Main Beach and Fernandina
Beach.

What is the best time of year to visit Amelia Island?

The best time to visit Amelia Island is during spring (March to May) and fall
(September to November), when the weather is mild and the crowds are smaller.

Are there any notable events or festivals on Amelia
Island?

Yes, Amelia Island hosts several events throughout the year, including the
Amelia Island Film Festival, the Isle of Eight Flags Shrimp Festival, and the
Amelia Island Concours d'Elegance.

What outdoor activities are available on Amelia
Island?

Visitors can enjoy a variety of outdoor activities such as kayaking, fishing,
golfing, hiking in state parks, and biking along the scenic trails.

What are some recommended dining options on Amelia
Island?

Popular dining options include The Crab Trap for seafood, 29 South Eats for
Southern cuisine, and Café Karibo for a casual dining experience with a laid-
back atmosphere.
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