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Always with Me, Always with You is one of Joe Satriani's most iconic pieces, widely
recognized for its emotional depth and technical brilliance. This instrumental track, featured
on his 1987 album "Surfing with the Alien," showcases Satriani's exceptional guitar skills
and his ability to convey profound feelings through melodic phrases. Over the years, this
song has become a staple in the guitar community, inspiring countless musicians and
guitarists to explore the expressive potential of the instrument. In this article, we will delve
into the history of the song, its musical structure, the techniques used by Satriani, and its
impact on the guitar world.

Background of the Song

Joe Satriani: A Brief Overview

Joe Satriani is an American guitarist, composer, and producer known for his virtuosic
playing style and innovative approach to the guitar. Born on July 15, 1956, in Westbury,
New York, he began playing guitar at the age of 14. Satriani's passion for music led him to
study under legendary guitarists such as Jimi Hendrix and Jimmy Page, which greatly
influenced his development as a musician. His unique blend of rock, blues, and jazz
elements has earned him critical acclaim and a dedicated fan base.

The Creation of "Always with Me, Always with You"

"Always with Me, Always with You" was written during a pivotal time in Satriani's career
when he was transitioning from a local musician to an internationally recognized artist. The
track reflects his personal experiences and emotions, making it a deeply meaningful piece.
The song was recorded in the studio with Joe's signature tone, characterized by a smooth,
melodic sound that highlights his exceptional phrasing and technical prowess.

Musical Structure

Form and Composition

The structure of "Always with Me, Always with You" is relatively straightforward, consisting
of several distinct sections that seamlessly flow into one another. The piece can be broken
down into the following components:

1. Intro: The song begins with a gentle, clean guitar tone, establishing a serene
atmosphere.



2. Verse: The main melodic theme is introduced, characterized by its lyrical quality and
emotional depth.

3. Chorus: The chorus section amplifies the intensity of the melody, showcasing Satriani's
ability to build tension and release.

4. Bridge: This section introduces a contrasting theme, providing a moment of reflection
before returning to the main melody.

5. Outro: The song concludes with a reprise of the main theme, bringing a sense of closure
to the piece.

Key and Tempo

"Always with Me, Always with You" is primarily in the key of F major, which contributes to its
uplifting and hopeful character. The tempo is moderate, allowing for expressive playing and
intricate melodic lines. The combination of key and tempo creates a perfect backdrop for
Satriani's emotive guitar work.

Techniques Used in the Song

Guitar Tone and Sound

One of the defining features of "Always with Me, Always with You" is the rich guitar tone
that Satriani achieves. He utilizes a combination of effects and gear to create a sound that
is both lush and dynamic. Key components of his setup include:

- Guitar: Satriani often plays a custom Ibanez guitar, which is known for its playability and
tone. His signature model, the Ibanez JS series, has become synonymous with his sound.

- Amplifier: He typically uses a Marshall or Mesa Boogie amplifier, known for their warm and
powerful sound.

- Effects Pedals: The use of various effects, such as delay, reverb, and chorus, adds depth
and dimension to his tone. The combination of these effects creates a spacious sound that
envelops the listener.

Techniques Employed

In "Always with Me, Always with You," Satriani employs several guitar techniques that
contribute to the song's emotional impact:

- Legato Playing: Satriani frequently uses legato techniques, which involve hammer-ons and
pull-offs, to create smooth melodic lines that flow effortlessly.

- Bending and Vibrato: The use of string bending and vibrato adds expressiveness to the
notes, allowing Satriani to convey a range of emotions, from joy to melancholy.

- Harmonics: The incorporation of natural and artificial harmonics adds a unique texture to
the piece, enhancing its ethereal quality.



Impact and Legacy

Influence on Guitarists

"Always with Me, Always with You" has had a profound impact on the guitar community.
Many aspiring guitarists have cited this song as a significant influence, inspiring them to
explore their own melodic and expressive capabilities. The track serves as a study piece for
those looking to improve their legato playing, phrasing, and overall musicality.

- Covers and Tributes: The song has been covered by numerous artists and bands, each
adding their unique interpretation while paying homage to Satriani's original composition.
- Lessons and Tutorials: Many guitar teachers use "Always with Me, Always with You" as a
teaching tool, demonstrating various techniques and concepts that can be applied to other
musical contexts.

Recognition and Awards

Joe Satriani's work, including "Always with Me, Always with You," has garnered critical
acclaim and recognition within the music industry. Throughout his career, he has received
several nominations and awards, including:

- Grammy Nominations: Satriani has been nominated for multiple Grammy Awards,
particularly in the categories of Best Rock Instrumental Performance.

- Guitar Player Magazine's Readers' Poll: He has been consistently recognized as one of the
top guitarists in various readers' polls and awards.

Conclusion

In summary, "Always with Me, Always with You" stands as a testament to Joe Satriani's
artistry and his ability to connect with listeners through the guitar. The song's melodic
beauty, technical sophistication, and emotional depth make it a timeless classic that
continues to inspire musicians around the world. As guitarists seek to emulate Satriani's
style, they are reminded of the power of music as a means of expression and a vehicle for
sharing personal experiences. Whether you are a seasoned player or a beginner, exploring
this piece offers valuable insights into the world of guitar playing and the limitless
possibilities it holds.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Always with Me, Always
with You' by Joe Satriani?

The song expresses themes of love, longing, and the idea of connection, often interpreted
as a tribute to someone special or a reflection on relationships.



What guitar techniques are prominently featured in
'‘Always with Me, Always with You'?

The song showcases techniques such as legato playing, expressive bends, and the use of
harmonics, which are signature elements of Satriani's style.

What kind of guitar is Joe Satriani known for using in
'‘Always with Me, Always with You'?

Joe Satriani is often associated with Ibanez guitars, particularly his signature model, the
Ibanez JS series, which he used to perform this song.

What album features 'Always with Me, Always with
You'?

The song is featured on Joe Satriani's 1987 album 'Surfing with the Alien'.

How has 'Always with Me, Always with You' influenced
guitar players?

The song has become a staple for aspiring guitarists, inspiring many to explore melodic
playing and emotional expression through their guitar work.

Is 'Always with Me, Always with You' an instrumental
track?

Yes, the song is an instrumental track, showcasing Satriani's virtuosic guitar playing without
any vocal accompaniment.

What is the significance of the title 'Always with Me,
Always with You'?

The title suggests a sense of permanence and emotional connection, indicating that the
feelings and memories associated with the person are always present.

What is the impact of 'Always with Me, Always with You'
on the instrumental rock genre?

The song is considered a classic in the instrumental rock genre, helping to popularize
guitar-driven music and influencing countless musicians and guitarists.
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