
al capone does my shirts questions and
answers
al capone does my shirts questions and answers provide valuable insights into the
themes, characters, and plot of the novel by Gennifer Choldenko. This article offers a
comprehensive exploration of the frequently asked questions regarding the book, helping
readers understand its historical context, character development, and underlying
messages. With the focus on al capone does my shirts questions and answers, the
discussion covers both general and detailed inquiries about the story’s setting on Alcatraz
Island during the 1930s, the protagonist’s challenges, and the complex family dynamics.
Additionally, this guide addresses the symbolism and motifs present in the narrative,
enriching readers’ comprehension and appreciation. Whether for students, educators, or
literature enthusiasts, these al capone does my shirts questions and answers serve as a
useful resource for deepening engagement with the novel. The following sections break
down key topics systematically for clarity and ease of reference.

Overview of Al Capone Does My Shirts

Main Characters and Their Roles

Plot Summary and Key Events

Themes and Motifs Explored

Historical and Cultural Context

Frequently Asked Questions

Overview of Al Capone Does My Shirts
Al Capone Does My Shirts is a historical fiction novel set in the 1930s on Alcatraz Island,
where the protagonist, Moose Flanagan, moves with his family. The story highlights the
challenges Moose faces adjusting to a new environment, especially due to his sister
Natalie’s autism and the unique circumstances of living near the infamous prison. This
section provides a foundational understanding of the novel’s premise, narrative style, and
author’s intent in portraying family and societal themes through a young boy’s perspective.

Author and Publication Background
Gennifer Choldenko wrote Al Capone Does My Shirts with the aim of blending historical
facts and fictional elements to create an engaging story for middle-grade readers.
Published in 2004, the book has received critical acclaim for its authentic portrayal of life on
Alcatraz Island and the sensitive handling of complex issues such as developmental



disabilities and social challenges.

Setting and Time Period
The novel takes place primarily on Alcatraz Island during the Great Depression era. The
setting plays a crucial role in shaping the story’s atmosphere, emphasizing isolation, strict
rules, and the presence of notorious criminals like Al Capone. Understanding the historical
context enriches the reader's grasp of the plot and character motivations.

Main Characters and Their Roles
Al Capone Does My Shirts features a cast of characters each contributing uniquely to the
story’s development. This section highlights the main characters, their relationships, and
their significance within the narrative, clarifying character dynamics and motivations.

Moose Flanagan
Moose is the novel’s protagonist and narrator. His perspective offers insight into the
challenges of growing up in a restrictive environment while trying to protect and support his
sister. Moose’s experiences with school, friendship, and family responsibilities drive much
of the plot.

Natalie Flanagan
Natalie, Moose’s older sister, is on the autism spectrum. Her character is central to
understanding the family’s struggles and the societal attitudes toward developmental
disabilities at the time. The story sensitively depicts her behaviors, needs, and the impact
on those around her.

Other Important Characters
The novel includes several supporting characters such as Moose’s parents, friends, and
even Al Capone himself. Each character adds depth to the story, illustrating various facets
of life on the island and the broader social environment.

Mr. Flanagan – Moose’s father, a prison guard

Mrs. Flanagan – Moose’s mother, managing the family’s challenges

Pepino – Moose’s friend who is involved in the laundry business

Al Capone – The infamous gangster whose presence influences the story



Plot Summary and Key Events
This section outlines the novel’s main plot points and significant events, providing context
for the al capone does my shirts questions and answers. Understanding the storyline helps
clarify character motivations and thematic elements.

Moose’s Arrival on Alcatraz
The story begins with Moose and his family moving to Alcatraz Island, where his father
works as a prison guard. The adjustment to island life and the isolation it brings are central
challenges for Moose.

Dealing with Natalie’s Needs
A major focus of the plot is Moose’s attempts to help his sister Natalie adapt to an
experimental school program designed for children with developmental disabilities. This
subplot explores themes of acceptance and perseverance.

Interactions with Al Capone and the Laundry Business
Moose becomes involved in a side business laundering clothes for the prison inmates,
including Al Capone. These interactions add tension and intrigue to the story, illustrating
the unique environment of Alcatraz.

Climactic and Resolution Moments
The novel builds toward Moose’s efforts to protect Natalie and support his family,
culminating in events that test his courage and growth. The resolution emphasizes themes
of family unity and personal responsibility.

Themes and Motifs Explored
Al Capone Does My Shirts addresses several important themes that resonate throughout
the narrative. This section discusses these themes to aid in answering questions related to
the novel’s deeper meanings and messages.

Family and Loyalty
The novel explores the bonds within the Flanagan family, highlighting loyalty amidst
adversity. Moose’s dedication to his sister and family drives much of the plot and
underscores the importance of support systems.



Challenges of Disability
Through Natalie’s character, the book sensitively portrays the challenges faced by
individuals with autism and their families. It sheds light on societal misunderstandings and
the need for compassion and inclusion.

Isolation and Confinement
The setting of Alcatraz Island symbolizes isolation, not only physically but emotionally for
the characters. This motif reinforces the challenges of living in a restrictive environment
and the desire for freedom.

Coming of Age
Moose’s journey reflects a classic coming-of-age story, as he navigates responsibilities,
friendships, and moral dilemmas, ultimately growing into a more mature and empathetic
individual.

Historical and Cultural Context
Understanding the historical background enhances comprehension of al capone does my
shirts questions and answers. This section provides context about the Great Depression,
Alcatraz prison, and societal attitudes of the 1930s.

The Great Depression Era
The economic hardships of the 1930s influence the characters’ lives, decisions, and the
overall atmosphere of the novel. This context explains the family’s struggles and the
societal pressures they face.

Alcatraz Island Prison
Alcatraz was a federal penitentiary known for housing notorious criminals. The novel’s
setting directly impacts the plot and character interactions, offering a unique backdrop
seldom explored in children’s literature.

Attitudes Toward Disability in the 1930s
The treatment and understanding of developmental disabilities during this time were
limited and often stigmatizing. The novel reflects these historical attitudes, providing a
platform for discussion on progress and inclusion.



Frequently Asked Questions
This section compiles common al capone does my shirts questions and answers, addressing
plot points, character motivations, and thematic elements to assist readers in deeper
analysis.

What is the significance of the title "Al Capone Does My
Shirts"?
The title refers to the laundry business Moose becomes involved in, where Al Capone’s
shirts are cleaned. Symbolically, it represents Moose’s connection to the prison world and
the unusual setting of the story.

How does Moose’s relationship with his sister develop?
Moose’s relationship with Natalie evolves from frustration to understanding and protective
care. His growth in empathy highlights the novel’s focus on family loyalty and acceptance
of differences.

What role does Al Capone play in the story?
Although Al Capone is not a central character, his presence influences the atmosphere and
plot. He symbolizes the criminal world and the historical reality of the prison, adding
tension and intrigue.

Why is the setting on Alcatraz important?
The isolated and controlled environment of Alcatraz Island serves as a metaphor for
confinement and challenges faced by the characters. It also provides a unique historical
context that shapes the story’s events.

What are the main themes of the novel?
Key themes include family loyalty, challenges of disability, isolation, and coming of age.
These themes are woven throughout the narrative, enriching the story’s emotional and
intellectual impact.

Understanding the historical context enhances appreciation of the novel.1.

Character development is central to grasping the story’s message.2.

The challenges faced by individuals with disabilities are portrayed with sensitivity.3.



The setting on Alcatraz Island is integral to the plot and themes.4.

The title reflects both literal and symbolic elements of the story.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main setting of 'Al Capone Does My Shirts'?
The main setting of the book is Alcatraz Island in the 1930s, where the protagonist's father
works as a prison guard.

Who is the protagonist of 'Al Capone Does My Shirts'?
The protagonist is a 12-year-old boy named Moose Flanagan.

What challenges does Moose face in the story?
Moose struggles with adjusting to life on Alcatraz Island, dealing with his sister's autism,
and trying to fit in at his new school.

How is Al Capone related to the story?
Al Capone is a notorious prisoner on Alcatraz, and Moose's father is assigned to do laundry
for him, which influences the story's title and some events.

What role does Moose's sister Natalie play in the story?
Natalie, who has autism, is central to the plot as Moose tries to help her adapt and find her
place on the island.

Why is the book titled 'Al Capone Does My Shirts'?
The title comes from the fact that Moose's father does laundry for Al Capone, which is a
unique and memorable aspect of their life on Alcatraz.

What themes are explored in 'Al Capone Does My
Shirts'?
Themes include family, acceptance, challenges of disability, friendship, and growing up.

Is 'Al Capone Does My Shirts' based on a true story?
While the story is fictional, it is inspired by historical facts about Alcatraz and the types of
people who lived and worked there.



What lessons does Moose learn throughout the book?
Moose learns about responsibility, empathy, courage, and the importance of family support.

Who is the author of 'Al Capone Does My Shirts'?
The book was written by Gennifer Choldenko.

Additional Resources
1. Al Capone Shines My Shoes
This is the sequel to "Al Capone Does My Shirts," continuing the story of Moose Flanagan
and his life on Alcatraz Island. The book explores Moose’s challenges with family,
friendship, and fitting in while uncovering more secrets about his unique environment. It
delves deeper into the historical context and personal growth of the protagonist.

2. Prisoner B-3087 by Alan Gratz
This historical novel follows a young boy’s harrowing journey through multiple Nazi
concentration camps during World War II. Like "Al Capone Does My Shirts," it blends
personal struggle with historical events, providing readers with insight into resilience and
survival.

3. The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis
This book tells the story of an African American family traveling from Michigan to Alabama
during the height of the civil rights movement. It combines humor, historical context, and
family dynamics, much like the way "Al Capone Does My Shirts" balances history with
personal stories.

4. Tangerine by Edward Bloor
Set in Florida, this novel focuses on a boy with a troubled past and the challenges he faces
in a new school and town. It shares themes of family, acceptance, and overcoming
obstacles, similar to Moose’s experiences in "Al Capone Does My Shirts."

5. Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick
This story follows two boys who form an unlikely friendship that helps them both overcome
personal difficulties. The book emphasizes themes of loyalty and courage, resonating with
the friendship dynamics in "Al Capone Does My Shirts."

6. Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
A historical fiction novel about a young Danish girl’s courageous efforts to help her Jewish
friend escape the Nazis. Like "Al Capone Does My Shirts," it combines a child’s perspective
with significant historical events, providing thoughtful questions and answers for readers.

7. Holes by Louis Sachar
This novel features a boy sent to a juvenile detention camp where he uncovers hidden
secrets. The blend of mystery, history, and coming-of-age elements makes it a good
companion read to "Al Capone Does My Shirts."

8. Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis



Set during the Great Depression, this book follows a boy on a quest to find his father. The
story highlights themes of family, perseverance, and hope, similar to the emotional
undertones found in "Al Capone Does My Shirts."

9. The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley
This novel tells the story of a young girl evacuated from London during World War II who
discovers a new life in the countryside. It explores themes of growth, healing, and
resilience, paralleling the historical backdrop and personal development found in "Al
Capone Does My Shirts."
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