
al capone does my shirts activities
al capone does my shirts activities offer an engaging way to explore the themes,
characters, and historical context of the novel "Al Capone Does My Shirts" by Gennifer
Choldenko. This article delves into a variety of activities tailored to enhance
comprehension and critical thinking, ideal for educators, students, and book clubs. These
activities include character analyses, thematic discussions, creative writing prompts, and
historical investigations. Furthermore, the article highlights the significance of integrating
these exercises to deepen readers’ understanding of the novel’s setting on Alcatraz Island
during the 1930s. By engaging in these targeted activities, readers can better appreciate
the novel’s exploration of family dynamics, disability awareness, and the challenges of
growing up in a unique environment. The following sections provide a comprehensive
breakdown of effective al capone does my shirts activities to enrich the reading
experience.

Understanding the Historical Context

Character Analysis Activities

Thematic Exploration Exercises

Creative Writing and Role-Playing

Discussion and Reflection Prompts

Understanding the Historical Context
One of the most enriching al capone does my shirts activities involves exploring the
historical backdrop of the novel. Set in 1935 on Alcatraz Island, the story intertwines
fictional elements with real historical facts about the infamous prison and its inhabitants.
Understanding this context helps readers grasp the challenges faced by the characters
and the unique setting that shapes their experiences.

Exploring Alcatraz Island in the 1930s
A focused activity involves researching the history of Alcatraz Island during the 1930s.
Students or participants can investigate the prison’s function, notable prisoners like Al
Capone, and the island’s role in American penal history. This research can then be
connected back to the novel’s setting, highlighting how the environment influences the
plot and character development.



Prohibition and Organized Crime
Another relevant topic is the era of Prohibition and the rise of organized crime in the
United States. Understanding Al Capone’s real-life notoriety provides insight into the
cultural references within the book. Activities can include timelines, cause-and-effect
charts, or presentations on how Prohibition shaped American society and contributed to
the legend of figures like Capone.

Character Analysis Activities
Analyzing characters is a fundamental component of al capone does my shirts activities.
The novel presents complex characters whose interactions and growth drive the narrative.
Through various exercises, readers can delve into character motivations, relationships,
and development throughout the story.

Main Characters and Their Roles
Begin by identifying and describing key characters such as Moose Flanagan, Natalie, and
Piper. Activities may include creating character maps that illustrate relationships and
traits, or writing character diaries from the perspective of different individuals. This
deepens understanding of each character’s role in the story.

Character Traits and Development
Another effective exercise is to track character changes over the course of the novel.
Participants can list traits at the beginning and end, noting significant events that
influenced these changes. This activity encourages critical thinking about character arcs
and the impact of the novel’s events on personal growth.

Thematic Exploration Exercises
Themes such as family, disability, and acceptance are central to the novel and lend
themselves well to al capone does my shirts activities focused on thematic exploration.
These exercises encourage readers to reflect on the deeper messages and social issues
presented in the book.

Disability and Inclusion
The novel prominently features Natalie, a character with autism, highlighting themes of
disability and inclusion. Activities can include discussions on autism awareness,
comparing the portrayal in the book to real-world experiences, and creating informational
brochures to promote understanding and empathy.



Family Dynamics and Responsibility
Another theme is the complexity of family relationships, especially in challenging
circumstances. Readers can analyze how Moose’s family navigates difficulties, including
his father’s work at Alcatraz and caring for Natalie. Group discussions or essay prompts
can explore the theme of responsibility as portrayed in the novel.

Creative Writing and Role-Playing
Creative approaches to al capone does my shirts activities foster engagement and deeper
comprehension. Writing and dramatization allow readers to inhabit the story’s world and
characters, enhancing empathy and critical thinking.

Writing from Different Perspectives
Encourage participants to write journal entries or letters from the viewpoint of characters
such as Moose, Natalie, or even Al Capone. This activity helps explore character
motivations and emotions, while also practicing narrative skills.

Role-Playing Key Scenes
Role-playing pivotal scenes from the novel can be an effective way to bring the story to
life. Participants can act out dialogues, conflicts, or decision points, fostering collaborative
learning and deeper understanding of character dynamics and plot development.

Discussion and Reflection Prompts
Reflection and discussion are essential components of al capone does my shirts activities,
allowing readers to process the novel’s content critically and personally. Structured
prompts can guide meaningful conversations and written responses.

Guided Discussion Questions
Prepare questions that encourage analysis of plot, character decisions, and themes.
Examples include:

How does Moose’s role in his family change throughout the story?

What challenges does Natalie face, and how does her family support her?

In what ways does the setting of Alcatraz Island influence the characters?

How does the novel portray the impact of historical events on everyday life?



Personal Reflection Essays
Prompt readers to write essays reflecting on lessons learned from the novel, connections
to their own experiences, or opinions on the ethical dilemmas presented. This deepens
engagement and encourages thoughtful analysis of the story’s messages.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Al Capone Does My Shirts'
activities?
The main theme of the activities revolves around understanding the historical setting of
Alcatraz Island, family dynamics, and challenges faced by the protagonist, Moose
Flanagan.

How do 'Al Capone Does My Shirts' activities help in
character analysis?
These activities encourage students to explore the motivations, traits, and development of
key characters, such as Moose and his sister Natalie, fostering deeper comprehension and
empathy.

What types of activities are included in 'Al Capone Does
My Shirts' study guides?
Activities often include comprehension questions, vocabulary exercises, creative writing
prompts, and projects related to the book's historical context and themes.

How can students use 'Al Capone Does My Shirts'
activities to improve their writing skills?
Students engage in writing summaries, character diaries, and alternative endings, which
enhance their narrative skills and ability to express thoughts clearly.

Are there group activities related to 'Al Capone Does My
Shirts' that promote collaboration?
Yes, some activities involve group discussions, role-playing, and collaborative projects that
encourage teamwork and communication among students.



How do 'Al Capone Does My Shirts' activities
incorporate historical learning?
Activities often include research tasks about Alcatraz Island, the 1930s era, and figures
like Al Capone, linking the story to real historical events and enhancing students'
historical knowledge.

What is a common creative project related to 'Al Capone
Does My Shirts' activities?
A common project is creating a scrapbook or diary from Moose's perspective, which allows
students to creatively engage with the story and express their understanding in a
personalized way.

Additional Resources
1. Al Capone Shines My Shoes
This is the sequel to *Al Capone Does My Shirts*, continuing the story of Moose Flanagan
and his family as they navigate life on Alcatraz Island. Moose faces new challenges,
including a school election and the arrival of a mysterious new inmate. The book explores
themes of friendship, loyalty, and personal growth against the backdrop of 1930s America.

2. Al Capone Does My Homework
The third installment in the series follows Moose as he deals with the pressures of school,
family responsibilities, and the looming threat of the Alcatraz prison environment. This
book delves deeper into Moose’s relationship with his sister Natalie and the challenges
faced by their family. It is a compelling mix of historical fiction and coming-of-age drama.

3. Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis
Set during the Great Depression, this novel tells the story of Bud Caldwell, a ten-year-old
orphan searching for his father. Like *Al Capone Does My Shirts*, it combines historical
events with the struggles of a young protagonist trying to find his place in the world. The
book is filled with humor, heart, and hope.

4. Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse
This historical novel is set in the Dust Bowl era of the 1930s, focusing on a young girl
named Billie Jo. Through free verse poetry, the book depicts the hardships faced by
families during this difficult time, paralleling the historical setting of *Al Capone Does My
Shirts*. It’s a poignant story of resilience and survival.

5. Moon Over Manifest by Clare Vanderpool
This novel follows a young girl named Abilene who uncovers secrets about her father’s
past in a small town during the 1930s. Like *Al Capone Does My Shirts*, it explores
themes of family, identity, and the impact of history on personal lives. The story is rich
with mystery and historical detail.

6. The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis
Although set slightly later in history, this book shares the theme of a young protagonist



dealing with significant social and family issues. It follows the Watson family on a trip
from Michigan to Alabama during the Civil Rights Movement. The novel blends humor,
tragedy, and historical context effectively.

7. Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan
This story follows Esperanza, a young girl who must adapt to a new life as a migrant
worker during the Great Depression. Like Moose’s story, it highlights the challenges faced
by families during difficult times in American history. The book emphasizes themes of
hope, perseverance, and change.

8. Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
Set during World War II, this novel tells the story of a young Danish girl who helps her
Jewish friend escape the Nazis. While set in a different time and place, it shares the theme
of a young protagonist facing extraordinary circumstances. The story highlights courage,
friendship, and the impact of history on children.

9. The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley
This historical novel follows Ada, a young girl with a disability evacuated from London
during World War II. Like *Al Capone Does My Shirts*, it explores themes of family,
overcoming adversity, and personal growth within a historical setting. The book is both
heartwarming and inspiring.
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