
airborne and ranger training brigade
Airborne and Ranger Training Brigade is a critical component of the United States Army,
designed to prepare soldiers for the unique challenges of airborne and ranger operations. This
brigade plays a pivotal role in developing elite soldiers who are capable of executing complex
missions in diverse environments. As part of the U.S. Army's training structure, the Airborne and
Ranger Training Brigade not only enhances the physical and mental readiness of soldiers but also
fosters leadership skills that are essential for success in operational contexts. This article delves into
the history, structure, training programs, and significance of the Airborne and Ranger Training
Brigade.

History of the Airborne and Ranger Training Brigade

The origins of the Airborne and Ranger Training Brigade can be traced back to the need for
specialized training during World War II. The Army recognized the importance of developing
airborne forces capable of deploying quickly and effectively behind enemy lines.

- 1940s: The first airborne units were established, and the concept of airborne operations began to
take shape.
- 1950s: The U.S. Army Ranger School was created to provide advanced training for soldiers in
small-unit tactics, reconnaissance, and direct action missions.
- 1980s: The Airborne School and Ranger School were consolidated under a single brigade to
streamline training and enhance operational readiness.

Today, the brigade is headquartered at Fort Benning, Georgia, where it continues to evolve and
adapt to meet modern warfare demands.

Structure of the Airborne and Ranger Training Brigade

The Airborne and Ranger Training Brigade is structured to facilitate various training programs
aimed at producing highly skilled soldiers. The brigade consists of several key components:

Airborne School

The Airborne School is designed to train soldiers in parachuting techniques and airborne operations.
Key aspects of the school include:

- Ground Week: Soldiers learn basic parachuting skills, including exit techniques, parachute landing
falls, and emergency procedures.
- Tower Week: This phase introduces soldiers to jumps from a 34-foot tower, simulating the
experience of exiting an aircraft.
- Jump Week: The final phase of training where soldiers make five jumps from an aircraft, including
one jump at night.



Ranger School

Ranger School is one of the most challenging and prestigious training programs in the U.S. Army. It
consists of three phases:

1. Benning Phase: This initial phase focuses on small-unit tactics, land navigation, and leadership
skills.
2. Mountain Phase: Conducted in the mountains of North Georgia, this phase emphasizes mountain
operations, including climbing and survival skills.
3. Swamp Phase: Located in the Florida Everglades, this phase teaches soldiers how to operate in
wetlands and swamps, focusing on navigation and reconnaissance.

The school culminates in a rigorous assessment of physical and mental endurance, leadership, and
tactical proficiency.

Training Programs within the Brigade

The Airborne and Ranger Training Brigade offers several training programs designed to meet the
needs of different soldiers and units. These programs include:

Specialized Courses

In addition to the standard Airborne and Ranger Schools, the brigade provides specialized courses
that enhance specific skill sets, such as:

- Jumpmaster Course: Trains soldiers to manage airborne operations and ensure safety during
jumps.
- Ranger Assessment Course: Prepares soldiers for the challenges of Ranger School by assessing
their physical fitness and tactical skills.
- Pathfinder Course: Focuses on navigation, helicopter landing zones, and air traffic control for
airborne operations.

Leadership Development

The brigade emphasizes leadership development at all levels. Key components include:

- Tactical Decision Games: Soldiers engage in simulated scenarios requiring them to make quick,
effective decisions.
- After Action Reviews (AARs): These are conducted post-training exercises to analyze performance
and identify areas for improvement.
- Mentorship Programs: Experienced leaders mentor junior soldiers, fostering a culture of learning
and growth.



Significance of the Airborne and Ranger Training
Brigade

The Airborne and Ranger Training Brigade holds significant importance in the U.S. Army for several
reasons:

Operational Readiness

The brigade ensures that soldiers are operationally ready to execute missions across the globe. The
rigorous training programs prepare soldiers to:

- Conduct airborne assaults.
- Execute reconnaissance and surveillance missions.
- Lead small units in complex combat scenarios.

Elite Training Standards

The training provided by the Airborne and Ranger Training Brigade is recognized as some of the
toughest in the military. Graduates of Ranger School, for example, are awarded the Ranger Tab, a
symbol of their commitment and capability. This elite training attracts motivated individuals who are
eager to push their limits and serve in high-stakes environments.

Contribution to National Security

The capabilities developed within the brigade directly contribute to national security. The skills
learned during training allow soldiers to respond effectively to a variety of threats, including:

- Terrorism
- Conventional warfare
- Humanitarian crises

The ability of airborne and ranger-qualified soldiers to deploy rapidly and operate in austere
environments makes them invaluable assets to the U.S. military.

Conclusion

The Airborne and Ranger Training Brigade stands as a testament to the U.S. Army's
commitment to developing elite soldiers capable of facing the challenges of modern warfare.
Through its rigorous training programs, the brigade instills the principles of leadership, teamwork,
and resilience in every soldier. As global security challenges evolve, the significance of the Airborne
and Ranger Training Brigade will only continue to grow, ensuring that the Army remains prepared



and capable of defending national interests. Whether through the intense physical demands of the
schools or the mental fortitude developed during training, soldiers emerge from the brigade ready to
tackle any mission with confidence and skill.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary mission of the Airborne and Ranger
Training Brigade (ARTB)?
The primary mission of the ARTB is to train and prepare soldiers for airborne operations and to
provide the foundational skills required for Ranger training.

Where is the Airborne and Ranger Training Brigade located?
The ARTB is primarily located at Fort Benning, Georgia.

What are the key components of the training provided by the
ARTB?
The key components include airborne training, the Ranger Assessment Phase, and the Ranger
School, which focuses on leadership, tactics, and survival skills.

How long does the Ranger School training last?
Ranger School typically lasts about 61 days, including phases in different environments such as
forest, mountain, and swamp.

What qualifications must soldiers meet to attend Ranger
School?
Soldiers must be recommended by their unit leadership, meet physical fitness standards, and
possess a valid airborne qualification.

What is the difference between Airborne School and Ranger
School?
Airborne School focuses on parachuting techniques and airborne operations, while Ranger School
emphasizes small unit tactics, leadership, and survival skills.

How does the ARTB contribute to the overall readiness of the
U.S. Army?
The ARTB contributes by producing highly trained soldiers who can execute airborne operations and
lead in combat situations, enhancing the Army's operational effectiveness.



What is the pass rate for Ranger School?
The pass rate for Ranger School varies, but it typically hovers around 50-60%, depending on the
class.

What is the significance of the Ranger Tab?
The Ranger Tab is a military insignia awarded to soldiers who successfully complete Ranger School,
signifying their expertise in small unit tactics and leadership.

Can civilians attend Ranger School or only military personnel?
Ranger School is primarily for military personnel. However, select civilians may be invited based on
specific needs and qualifications.
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