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Age of Empires 2 Definitive Edition Guide: As one of the most beloved real-time strategy
games, Age of Empires II has captured the hearts of millions since its original release in
1999. The Definitive Edition, released in 2019, brings enhanced graphics, improved
gameplay mechanics, and new civilizations, making it the ultimate version of this classic.
This guide will walk you through essential strategies, tips for mastering different
civilizations, and ways to optimize your gameplay experience.

Understanding the Game Mechanics

Age of Empires II is built on several core mechanics that players must understand to
succeed. Here are some fundamental aspects:

Resources

Resources are the backbone of your civilization. There are four primary resources:

1. Food: Gathered from farms, hunting animals, fishing, and trading.
2. Wood: Obtained from cutting down trees and can be used for building structures and
creating units.
3. Gold: Mined from gold mines or acquired through trade.
4. Stone: Extracted from stone mines and used for building defensive structures and
advanced units.

Civilization Selection

Choosing the right civilization can significantly impact your game strategy. Each civilization
has unique bonuses and units. Here are some popular choices:

- Britons: Strong archers, cheaper farms, and longer range.
- Franks: Powerful knights, and increased health for cavalry units.
- Mongols: Fast cavalry archers, and quicker hunting.
- Byzantines: Strong defensive capabilities and cheaper buildings.

Understanding these unique attributes allows players to tailor their strategies to their
civilization's strengths.

Building Your Economy

A robust economy is crucial for a successful strategy in Age of Empires II. Here’s how to



build a solid foundation:

Initial Strategy

At the beginning of each game, focus on gathering resources efficiently. Here’s a quick
plan:

1. Send Villagers to Food: Start by sending your initial villagers to gather food from sheep
or boars.
2. Build Houses: Create houses early to avoid population caps.
3. Gather Wood: Once food is secured, send villagers to chop wood for buildings and farms.
4. Advance to Feudal Age: Aim to reach Feudal Age as quickly as possible to unlock more
advanced units and buildings.

Advancing Through Ages

Aging up is vital for unlocking new technologies and units. Here’s a quick breakdown:

- Feudal Age: Focus on creating military units and establishing a basic economy.
- Castle Age: Unlock powerful units and start building castles for defense and unit
production.
- Imperial Age: Gain access to the most advanced technologies and units, allowing you to
dominate the battlefield.

Military Strategies

Having a balanced military strategy is essential for both offense and defense. Here are
some tips:

Unit Composition

Diversifying your military units can make your army more versatile. A well-rounded army
might include:

- Infantry: Use for frontline defense and taking down buildings.
- Cavalry: Quick units for flanking and raiding enemy economies.
- Archers: Effective against infantry and can be upgraded for long-range attacks.
- Siege Weapons: Necessary for destroying enemy fortifications.

Defensive Strategies



Defending your base is as crucial as attacking your opponent. Here are some defensive
tactics:

1. Build Walls: Create stone or palisade walls to slow down enemy advances.
2. Utilize Towers: Place watchtowers in strategic locations to fend off early attacks.
3. Positioning: Ensure that your military units are positioned well to respond to threats
quickly.

Offensive Strategies

When it comes to offense, timing is key. Here are some strategies:

- Early Rush: Launch an attack during your opponent's transition to Feudal Age.
- Flanking Maneuvers: Use fast units to flank enemy positions and target vulnerable
villagers.
- Siege Warfare: Use siege units to destroy enemy buildings from a distance.

Multiplayer Tips

Playing against human opponents can be a different experience than playing against AI.
Here are some tips for multiplayer matches:

Map Awareness

Understanding the map is critical in multiplayer games. Here’s how to maintain map
awareness:

- Scout Early: Send out scouts to discover resources and enemy locations.
- Control Key Areas: Secure control over important resources like gold and stone mines.
- Watch for Enemy Movements: Use scouts to monitor enemy troop movements and adjust
your strategy accordingly.

Team Play Strategies

In team games, communication and cooperation are vital. Consider these strategies:

- Complementary Strategies: Choose civilizations that complement each other's strengths
and weaknesses.
- Resource Sharing: Share resources with allies to bolster each other's economies.
- Coordinate Attacks: Plan coordinated attacks to overwhelm opponents.



Advanced Techniques

For players looking to refine their skills, here are some advanced techniques:

Hotkeys and Shortcuts

Using hotkeys can significantly improve your efficiency. Here are some commonly used
hotkeys:

- Ctrl + 1-9: Group units for quick selection.
- A: Attack move, allowing units to attack while moving.
- S: Stand ground, keeping units in position.

Micro-Management

Managing individual units during battles can turn the tide of conflict. Here are some tips for
effective micro-management:

- Targeting: Focus fire on enemy siege units or archers first to minimize damage.
- Retreating: Pull back units that are low on health to save them for future battles.
- Kiting: Use ranged units to shoot and retreat, minimizing damage taken.

Conclusion

The Age of Empires 2 Definitive Edition Guide serves as an essential resource for both new
and experienced players. By understanding the game's mechanics, building a strong
economy, developing effective military strategies, and honing your skills in multiplayer, you
can elevate your gameplay and enjoy the rich experience this classic title offers.
Remember, practice and adaptation are key, so don't hesitate to experiment with different
strategies and civilizations. Happy gaming!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective strategies for beginners in Age
of Empires 2: Definitive Edition?
Beginners should focus on economy management by gathering resources efficiently,
advancing to the next age quickly, and building a balanced army composition. It's also
essential to scout the opponent early and adapt strategies based on their actions.



How can I improve my micro-management skills in Age
of Empires 2?
Practice controlling individual units and groups effectively during battles. Use hotkeys to
select units quickly, and learn to kite enemies with ranged units while avoiding damage.
Watching replays of skilled players can also provide valuable insights.

What civilizations are considered the best for beginners
in Age of Empires 2: Definitive Edition?
Civilizations like the Britons, Franks, and Vikings are great for beginners due to their strong
bonuses and straightforward playstyle. The Britons have strong archers, the Franks have
powerful knights, and the Vikings excel in infantry.

How do I effectively wall my base in Age of Empires 2?
Start by building palisade walls around your resource gathering areas and expand with
stone walls as you progress. Use buildings to create choke points and consider adding
gates for easy access. Always scout for enemy approaches to reinforce your defenses.

What are the main differences between the Definitive
Edition and the original Age of Empires 2?
The Definitive Edition features improved graphics, new civilizations, enhanced AI, and
additional campaigns. It also includes quality-of-life improvements like a better user
interface, improved matchmaking, and support for modding.

How can I counter specific unit types in Age of Empires
2?
To counter cavalry, use spearmen or camels; against infantry, employ archers or cavalry;
and for siege units, fast-moving units can disrupt them. Understanding the rock-paper-
scissors dynamic of unit types is crucial for effective countering.

What is the importance of scouting in Age of Empires 2?
Scouting allows you to gather information about your opponent's strategy, resource
locations, and military composition. This knowledge helps you make informed decisions on
unit production and resource allocation, giving you a strategic advantage.

What are some tips for managing resources efficiently
in Age of Empires 2?
Always aim to have a balanced economy by collecting food, wood, gold, and stone. Use
villagers effectively, queue them up at resource sites, and consider creating a market for
trading resources. Upgrading technologies can also improve resource collection rates.



How do I effectively use siege units in Age of Empires
2?
Position siege units at a safe distance from enemy units, and use them to target buildings
and clustered enemy units. Protect them with a frontline of melee units to absorb damage
and keep them safe from enemy siege weapons.

What are some common mistakes to avoid in Age of
Empires 2?
Common mistakes include neglecting economy management, not scouting, overcommitting
to one unit type, and failing to adapt strategies based on the opponent's moves.
Additionally, forgetting to advance to the next age can severely hinder your progress.
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