
afton house inn history
Afton House Inn History is a fascinating journey that intertwines the natural
beauty of Minnesota with the rich tapestry of American hospitality. Nestled
along the banks of the St. Croix River in Afton, Minnesota, the Afton House
Inn has stood as a symbol of warmth, charm, and community spirit for over a
century. Its legacy is woven into the very fabric of the region, reflecting
the changes in society, culture, and the hospitality industry itself. This
article delves into the history of the Afton House Inn, exploring its
origins, architectural significance, and the role it has played in the
community.

Origins of Afton House Inn

The Afton House Inn's story begins in the mid-19th century during a time of
burgeoning growth in the Midwest. Afton, originally settled in 1853, quickly
became a popular destination due to its picturesque landscapes and proximity
to the St. Croix River.

Early Beginnings

- Construction: The original structure of the Afton House Inn was built in
1866. It was initially designed as a private residence, showcasing the
Victorian architectural style that was prevalent during that era.
- Founders: The home was built by a local businessman, who recognized the
potential of Afton as a retreat destination. The property was positioned
perfectly to attract visitors looking to escape city life and enjoy the
natural beauty of the river and surrounding countryside.

Transition to an Inn

- Conversion: By the early 1900s, the home transitioned from a private
residence to a guest house, marking the beginning of its journey as an inn.
This move was prompted by the increasing popularity of the area as a summer
destination for travelers.
- First Guests: The inn quickly gained a reputation for its charm and
hospitality, drawing visitors from nearby cities like St. Paul and
Minneapolis.

Architectural Significance



The Afton House Inn is not only known for its history but also for its
architectural beauty, making it one of the most photographed landmarks in the
region.

Victorian Charm

- Design Elements: The inn features classic Victorian elements, including
intricate woodwork, gabled roofs, and large porches that invite guests to
relax and take in the views of the river.
- Restorations: Over the years, the inn has undergone several restorations to
preserve its historical integrity while incorporating modern amenities. These
renovations have ensured that the inn remains a comfortable and inviting
place for guests.

Historic Designation

- Heritage Recognition: In recognition of its historical and architectural
significance, the Afton House Inn was placed on the National Register of
Historic Places. This designation has helped to protect the inn and maintain
its historical character for future generations.

Community Impact and Cultural Significance

The Afton House Inn has played a vital role in the local community, serving
as a gathering place for residents and visitors alike.

Social Hub

- Events and Gatherings: The inn has hosted numerous social events, including
weddings, family reunions, and community gatherings. Its scenic location and
charming atmosphere make it an ideal venue for celebrations.
- Local Partnerships: The inn has collaborated with local businesses and
artists, showcasing regional art and cuisine, thereby promoting the cultural
richness of Afton and its surroundings.

Tourism and Economy

- Economic Contributions: The Afton House Inn has contributed significantly
to the local economy by attracting tourists. Visitors often explore the
nearby parks, hiking trails, and the scenic St. Croix River.
- Job Creation: As a prominent establishment, the inn has provided employment



opportunities for many local residents, contributing to the economic
stability of the community.

Modern Era of Afton House Inn

As the years have passed, the Afton House Inn has evolved to meet the needs
of contemporary travelers while maintaining its historical charm.

Renovations and Upgrades

- Accommodations: The inn has expanded its room offerings, providing a
variety of accommodations, from cozy rooms to spacious suites. Each room is
uniquely decorated to reflect the inn’s historical roots while offering
modern comforts.
- Dining Experience: The on-site restaurant has gained acclaim for its farm-
to-table approach, featuring local ingredients and seasonal menus that
celebrate the flavors of Minnesota.

Community Engagement

- Sustainability Initiatives: The inn has embraced sustainable practices,
including energy-efficient upgrades and partnerships with local farms to
source ingredients. This commitment to sustainability aligns with the growing
demand for eco-friendly travel options.
- Cultural Events: The Afton House Inn continues to host events that
celebrate local culture, including art exhibitions, live music, and seasonal
festivals, further solidifying its role as a community hub.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Hospitality

The Afton House Inn history is not just a tale of bricks and mortar; it is a
reflection of the enduring spirit of hospitality that has welcomed countless
visitors over the years. From its humble beginnings as a private residence to
its current status as a beloved inn, the Afton House Inn has adapted to
changing times while remaining true to its roots.

As it looks to the future, the inn continues to thrive, offering a unique
blend of historical charm and modern amenities. Its legacy as a community
fixture and a destination for travelers ensures that it will remain a
cherished part of Afton’s history for generations to come. The Afton House
Inn stands as a testament to the power of place and the importance of
welcoming spaces that foster connection, celebration, and relaxation in the
heart of Minnesota's beautiful landscape.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of Afton House
Inn?
Afton House Inn, established in 1856, is one of the oldest inns in Minnesota,
known for its rich history and connection to the early settlers of the
region.

Who founded Afton House Inn and when?
Afton House Inn was founded by a man named William H. P. Afton in 1856,
catering to travelers and offering accommodations in the scenic St. Croix
River Valley.

What role did Afton House Inn play in the community
during the 19th century?
During the 19th century, Afton House Inn served as a social hub for travelers
and locals, hosting events and providing a resting place for those exploring
the burgeoning frontier.

How has Afton House Inn preserved its historical
charm?
The inn has maintained its historical charm by preserving original
architectural features and decor while providing modern amenities to guests.

What notable events have taken place at Afton House
Inn throughout its history?
Afton House Inn has hosted numerous weddings, gatherings, and community
events, making it a focal point for celebrations in the Afton area.

Has Afton House Inn been featured in any media or
publications?
Yes, Afton House Inn has been featured in various travel publications and
local media, highlighting its historical significance and picturesque
setting.

What is the architectural style of Afton House Inn?
Afton House Inn is designed in the Victorian architectural style,
characterized by its intricate woodwork, gables, and expansive porches.



What kind of guests typically stay at Afton House
Inn?
Guests at Afton House Inn include couples seeking romantic getaways, families
on vacation, and travelers interested in history and nature.

Is Afton House Inn considered a haunted location?
Yes, Afton House Inn is rumored to be haunted, with several guests and staff
reporting sightings and experiences attributed to its long history.

What amenities does Afton House Inn offer to reflect
its historical roots?
The inn offers period-style rooms, fine dining featuring local cuisine, and
opportunities for historical tours, all reflecting its heritage and
connection to the past.
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