afternoon tea london the ritz

Afternoon Tea London The Ritz is an experience that transcends mere dining; it is an exquisite blend of
tradition, elegance, and a touch of British history. Nestled in the heart of London, The Ritz offers an iconic
setting where guests can indulge in a time-honored ritual that has become synonymous with luxury. From
the moment you step inside this opulent establishment, the ambiance, service, and culinary delights

transport you into a world of sophistication and refinement.

History of Afternoon Tea

The tradition of afternoon tea dates back to the early 19th century and is attributed to Anna Maria Russell,
the Duchess of Bedford. Feeling peckish in the late afternoon, the Duchess would request tea and light
snacks to stave off hunger until the evening meal. This practice soon caught on among the social elite,

leading to afternoon tea becoming a fashionable social event.

The Ritz and Its Heritage

Opened in 1906, The Ritz London has long been a beacon of luxury and elegance. Designed by the
renowned hotelier César Ritz, the hotel embodies the grandeur of the Edwardian era. Its lavish decor,
including crystal chandeliers, gilded moldings, and plush furnishings, creates an enchanting backdrop for

the afternoon tea experience.

The Afternoon Tea Experience

Afternoon tea at The Ritz is not just about the food; it is an experience that engages all the senses. Here’s

what you can expect when you partake in this delightful ritual.

Ambiance

Upon entering the Palm Court, where afternoon tea is served, guests are greeted by the gentle sounds of a
pianist playing classical melodies. The elegant surroundings are accentuated by floral arrangements and an
opulent decor that reflects the hotel’s storied history. The atmosphere is serene, making it the perfect

setting for a leisurely afternoon.



Menu Offerings

The Ritz offers a meticulously crafted afternoon tea menu that features a selection of the finest teas,

delectable sandwiches, scones, and pastries. Here’s a breakdown of what you can expect:

1. Tea Selection: The Ritz boasts an extensive tea menu featuring over 18 different blends, including
traditional options like Earl Grey and Darjeeling, as well as unique herbal infusions. Each tea is carefully

selected to complement the accompanying food.

2. Savory Sandwiches: The afternoon tea begins with a tiered stand of delicate finger sandwiches, which
may include:

- Cucumber with cream cheese

- Smoked salmon with dill

- Egg mayonnaise with watercress

- Roast beef with horseradish

3. Scones: The highlight of any afternoon tea, The Ritz serves freshly baked scones with clotted cream and

strawberry preserve. The scones are warm, flaky, and simply delicious, making them a must-try.

4. Pastries and Cakes: The final tier of the stand features an array of exquisite pastries and cakes, which may
include:

- Lemon tart

- Chocolate mousse

- Macarons

- Seasonal fruit tarts

Booking Your Afternoon Tea

Reservations

Given the popularity of afternoon tea at The Ritz, it is highly recommended to make a reservation well in
advance. The hotel offers online booking, and guests can choose from various seating times throughout the

day.

Dress Code

The Ritz maintains a formal dress code for its afternoon tea guests. Smart casual attire is acceptable, but it is



advisable to avoid sportswear, flip-flops, or overly casual clothing. Many guests opt for elegant dresses or

suits to match the refined atmosphere.

Special Occasions and Events

Afternoon tea at The Ritz can be customized for special occasions such as birthdays, anniversaries, or even
bridal showers. The hotel offers bespoke packages that may include personalized cakes, champagne, or

special decor to enhance the celebration.

Seasonal Offerings

The Ritz frequently updates its afternoon tea menu to reflect seasonal ingredients and themes. For
example, during the festive season, guests can indulge in a Christmas-themed afternoon tea, complete with

festive pastries and seasonal drinks.

Why Choose The Ritz for Afternoon Tea?

Choosing The Ritz for your afternoon tea experience comes with several advantages:

1. Unmatched Prestige: The Ritz London is globally recognized as one of the best hotels in the world,

making it a prestigious venue for afternoon tea.

2. Exquisite Service: The staff at The Ritz are known for their impeccable service, ensuring that every

detail of your experience is attended to with utmost care.

3. A Taste of History: Enjoying afternoon tea in such a historic setting allows guests to immerse themselves

in the rich culture and tradition of British hospitality.

4. Perfect for Socializing: Whether you’re celebrating a milestone or simply catching up with friends, the

elegant surroundings create an inviting atmosphere for conversation and connection.

Tips for an Enjoyable Afternoon Tea

To ensure you have the best possible experience at The Ritz, consider the following tips:

- Arrive on Time: Punctuality is essential in maintaining the flow of service, so be sure to arrive at your



reserved time.

- Savor the Experience: Take your time to enjoy each course, allowing yourself to savor the flavors and

appreciate the presentation.

- Ask for Recommendations: If you're unsure about which tea to choose, don't hesitate to ask your server

for recommendations based on your preferences.

- Capture the Moment: The stunning decor and delicious food make for great photo opportunities, so don’t

forget to capture your afternoon tea experience.

Conclusion

Afternoon tea London The Ritz is a quintessential experience that combines luxury with tradition. It is an
opportunity to indulge in delightful treats while enjoying the exquisite ambiance of one of London’s most
celebrated hotels. Whether you are a local or a visitor, partaking in this elegant affair is a memorable way
to experience the rich tapestry of British culture. So, dress up, make a reservation, and prepare for an

afternoon of culinary delights and enchanting moments at The Ritz London.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the traditional experience of afternoon tea at The Ritz London?

The traditional afternoon tea at The Ritz London includes a selection of finely cut sandwiches, freshly
baked scones with clotted cream and preserves, and an array of exquisite pastries and cakes, all served

alongside a choice of the finest teas.

Do I need to make a reservation for afternoon tea at The Ritz?

Yes, it is highly recommended to make a reservation for afternoon tea at The Ritz, as it is a popular

experience and often fully booked, especially on weekends and holidays.

What is the dress code for afternoon tea at The Ritz London?

The dress code for afternoon tea at The Ritz London is smart casual. Guests are encouraged to dress

elegantly, with gentlemen required to wear a jacket and tie.



Are there any special dietary options available for afternoon tea at The
Ritz?

Yes, The Ritz London offers special dietary options for afternoon tea, including vegetarian, vegan, and
gluten-free alternatives. It is advisable to inform the staff of any dietary requirements when making a

reservation.

What time is afternoon tea served at The Ritz London?

Afternoon tea at The Ritz London is typically served from 11:30 AM to 7:00 PM, with various time slots

available for reservations throughout the day.

Is there a specific tea blend recommended for afternoon tea at The Ritz?

‘While guests can choose from a variety of premium teas, the Ritz Blend, a signature tea created

exclusively for The Ritz, is highly recommended for a unique and memorable experience.
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