after the end dennis kelly

After the End is a thought-provoking play written by British playwright Dennis Kelly. Premiering in
2012, the work explores the complexities of love, morality, and the human condition in a dystopian
setting. Set against the backdrop of an apocalyptic event, Kelly's narrative delves into the emotional
turmoil of its characters, raising questions about survival, responsibility, and the nature of sacrifice.
This article will explore the themes, characters, and critical reception of After the End, shedding
light on why it remains a relevant and compelling piece of contemporary theater.

Overview of the Play

After the End follows the story of two central characters, Mark and Lisa, who find themselves
isolated in a bunker following a catastrophic event that has devastated the outside world. The play
unfolds as the audience observes their struggle for survival, both physically and emotionally. Kelly’s
writing is characterized by sharp dialogue and a darkly comic undertone, creating a tense
atmosphere that captivates the audience's attention.

Setting and Structure

The play is predominantly set in a confined space, which amplifies the feelings of claustrophobia and
desperation experienced by the characters. The bunker serves as a metaphor for their mental
state—trapped, isolated, and forced to confront their innermost fears and desires. The structure of
the play is linear, allowing the audience to witness the gradual deterioration of their relationship as
external pressures mount.

Thematic Elements

After the End tackles several key themes, including:

1. Survival and Instinct: The play examines the primal instinct for survival, as both characters must
confront what they are willing to do to live. Their decisions reveal the lengths to which people will
go when faced with existential threats.

2. Love and Betrayal: At its core, the play is also a love story, albeit one fraught with betrayal and
manipulation. The characters' relationship is tested as they grapple with their feelings for each other
and the moral implications of their choices.

3. Morality and Ethics: The ethical dilemmas faced by Mark and Lisa force the audience to question
their own values. What is right or wrong in a world where the rules have been upended? Kelly
challenges the audience to consider the gray areas of morality.

4. Isolation and Human Connection: The bunker symbolizes not only physical isolation but also
emotional distance. As the characters struggle to connect, the audience is reminded of the



importance of human relationships, especially in times of crisis.

Character Analysis

Dennis Kelly's characters are intricately crafted, each with their own complexities and
vulnerabilities. The interplay between Mark and Lisa drives the narrative forward, revealing deeper
layers of their personalities.

Mark

Mark is portrayed as a strong, protective figure, yet his character is riddled with insecurities and
fears. His initial bravado masks a deeper vulnerability, as he grapples with the responsibilities of
leadership and the weight of decision-making. Key aspects of his character include:

- Protectiveness: Mark's instinct is to shield Lisa from harm, but this protectiveness can turn into
possessiveness.

- Fear of Failure: He is deeply afraid of failing not just Lisa, but also himself. This fear drives many of
his decisions throughout the play.

- Moral Quandaries: As the situation escalates, Mark is forced to confront his moral beliefs, leading
to a significant transformation.

Lisa

Lisa serves as a counterbalance to Mark, embodying a mix of vulnerability and strength. Her
character arc reflects the emotional weight of their situation. Key aspects of her character include:

- Resilience: Despite her initial fragility, Lisa demonstrates remarkable strength as the pressures

mount.

- Desire for Freedom: Lisa's longing for independence creates tension within their relationship, as
she feels suffocated by Mark's protectiveness.

- Complex Emotions: Her feelings for Mark are complicated, oscillating between love, frustration,
and resentment.

Critical Reception

After the End has garnered acclaim for its powerful storytelling and emotional depth. Critics have
praised Kelly's ability to blend dark humor with intense drama, creating a unique theatrical
experience. Notable points of reception include:

- Emotional Impact: Many reviewers highlighted the play's ability to evoke a visceral emotional
response, leaving audiences reflecting on the characters' choices long after the curtain falls.

- Strong Performances: The play's success has often been attributed to the chemistry between the
actors portraying Mark and Lisa. Their performances bring authenticity to the characters' struggles.



- Relevant Themes: Critics have noted the play's relevance to contemporary societal issues,
particularly in the context of global crises and the fragility of human relationships.

Conclusion

In After the End, Dennis Kelly crafts a gripping narrative that delves into the complexities of human
relationships in the face of catastrophe. Through the struggles of Mark and Lisa, the play raises
profound questions about morality, love, and survival, making it a poignant reflection on the human
condition. Its exploration of these themes, combined with strong character development and
emotional resonance, has solidified its place in contemporary theater.

The play encourages audiences to grapple with their own beliefs and values, especially when faced
with dire circumstances. As society continues to navigate challenges that test our humanity, After
the End serves as a powerful reminder of the fragility of human connections and the moral dilemmas
that lie at the heart of our existence. Dennis Kelly's work remains a significant contribution to the
landscape of modern drama, inviting reflection and discussion long after the final bow.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'After the End' by
Dennis Kelly?

The main themes include love, sacrifice, the complexities of relationships, moral dilemmas, and the
impact of trauma on individuals.

Who are the primary characters in 'After the End'?

The primary characters are Mark and Louise, a couple whose relationship is tested by a life-altering
event.

How does 'After the End' tackle the concept of choice?

The play explores how choices can have profound consequences and how individuals navigate their
moral responsibilities in crisis situations.

What is the significance of the setting in 'After the End'?

The setting plays a crucial role in highlighting the isolation and emotional turmoil of the characters,
reflecting their internal struggles.

How does Dennis Kelly's writing style contribute to the story
in 'After the End'?

Kelly's writing style is characterized by sharp dialogue and intense emotional exchanges, which



enhance the dramatic tension and depth of the characters.

What critical reception did 'After the End' receive upon its
release?

The play received positive critical acclaim for its powerful storytelling and compelling character
development, often praised for its emotional impact.

How does 'After the End' differ from other works by Dennis
Kelly?

While Kelly often explores dark themes, 'After the End' focuses more on personal relationships and
moral choices rather than broader societal issues.

What impact does the ending of 'After the End' have on the
audience?

The ending leaves the audience with lingering questions about morality, love, and the consequences
of decisions, prompting reflection on the complexities of human relationships.

Are there any adaptations of 'After the End'?

Yes, 'After the End' has been adapted for various stage productions and has been performed in
multiple countries, showcasing its universal themes.
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