
after basic training in the army what happens

After basic training in the army what happens is a question many new recruits ponder as they prepare for
military life. Completing basic training, often referred to as boot camp, marks a significant milestone in a
soldier’s journey. It transforms civilians into soldiers and instills the values, discipline, and skills necessary
for military service. However, the journey doesn’t end there. Understanding what happens next is crucial
for new recruits and their families. This article explores the various paths soldiers may take after basic
training, the next steps in their military careers, and what to expect as they transition into their roles.

Transitioning from Basic Training

Once basic training is completed, soldiers undergo a transition period that involves several important steps.
This phase is essential for adjusting to military life and preparing for future assignments.

1. Advanced Individual Training (AIT)

After basic training, most soldiers proceed to Advanced Individual Training (AIT), where they learn
specific skills related to their military occupational specialty (MOS). AIT provides hands-on experience and
in-depth knowledge required for soldiers to perform their jobs effectively. The length of AIT can vary
depending on the MOS, ranging from a few weeks to several months.

Job-specific Skills: Soldiers receive training tailored to their assigned roles, such as infantry, medical,
logistics, or engineering.

Certification: Many AIT programs culminate in a certification that qualifies soldiers to perform their
duties in the field.

Physical Training: Soldiers continue physical training to maintain and improve their fitness levels.

2. Permanent Change of Station (PCS)

Upon completion of AIT, soldiers may receive orders for a Permanent Change of Station (PCS). This means
they will be assigned to a new duty station, which could be located within the United States or overseas.
The PCS process can be both exciting and daunting for new soldiers.



Relocation: Soldiers and their families may need to relocate to their new base, which involves
logistical planning and preparation.

Integration: New soldiers must integrate into their new units, which includes meeting fellow
soldiers and understanding the unit’s mission and culture.

Housing Arrangements: Soldiers will need to secure housing, whether on-base or off-base, and
navigate the resources available for military families.

Life After Basic Training: What to Expect

The transition from basic training to active duty can be overwhelming. Understanding what to expect can
help new soldiers manage this significant change in their lives.

1. Increased Responsibilities

After basic training, soldiers face increased responsibilities as they take on more significant roles within
their units. This includes:

Job Performance: Soldiers must execute their duties effectively, demonstrating their training and
skills.

Leadership Opportunities: As they gain experience, some soldiers may have the chance to take on
leadership roles, mentoring new recruits or peers.

Continuing Education: Many soldiers pursue further education and training opportunities to advance
their careers.

2. Deployment Readiness

One of the most critical aspects of military life is deployment. After basic training, soldiers must be prepared
for the possibility of deployment, which can occur at any time.



Deployment Training: Soldiers undergo additional training to prepare for deployment, focusing on
skills necessary for combat and operational missions.

Emotional Preparedness: Soldiers and their families are encouraged to mentally and emotionally
prepare for the challenges of deployment.

Support Systems: Military support networks are available to help soldiers and families cope with the
stresses of deployment.

3. Building a Support Network

Having a strong support network is vital for soldiers transitioning after basic training. Establishing
connections can make military life more manageable.

Unit Cohesion: Developing relationships with fellow soldiers fosters a sense of belonging and
teamwork.

Family Support: Connecting with other military families can provide emotional support and
resources during challenging times.

Community Resources: Many bases offer programs for soldiers and families, including counseling,
social events, and educational workshops.

Personal and Professional Development

After basic training, soldiers have numerous opportunities for personal and professional growth. The
military emphasizes continuous improvement and skill development.

1. Continuing Education

The army encourages soldiers to pursue further education, both for personal enrichment and career
advancement. Options include:



Tuition Assistance: The military provides programs to help cover the costs of college courses and
certifications.

Online Courses: Many soldiers take advantage of online learning platforms to fit education into their
busy schedules.

Military Training Programs: Specialized training programs can enhance skills relevant to a soldier’s
MOS.

2. Career Advancement

Career progression within the military is structured and based on performance, experience, and education.
Soldiers can expect:

Promotion Opportunities: Soldiers can advance in rank through time in service, performance
evaluations, and completion of required training.

Specialized Roles: Soldiers may have opportunities to apply for specialized roles or units, such as
special forces or technical positions.

Networking: Building relationships with leaders and mentors can open doors for career
advancement.

Conclusion

After basic training in the army what happens is a crucial phase of a soldier's career that sets the stage for
future success. Understanding the transition to AIT, the responsibilities of military life, and the
opportunities for personal and professional development empowers soldiers to navigate their new
environment confidently. With the right mindset, support, and resources, soldiers can thrive in their
military careers and build a fulfilling life both in and out of uniform.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the next step after completing basic training in the army?
After basic training, soldiers typically proceed to Advanced Individual Training (AIT), where they receive
specialized instruction for their specific military occupational specialty (MOS).

Can soldiers choose their duty station after basic training?
Soldiers do not usually get to choose their first duty station; assignments are typically based on the needs of
the army and the soldier's MOS.

How long does Advanced Individual Training last?
The length of AIT varies depending on the MOS, ranging from a few weeks to several months.

Are there opportunities for further education after basic training?
Yes, the army offers various education programs and benefits, such as the GI Bill, which can be utilized for
further schooling after basic training.

What is the significance of the Army's Soldier's Creed after basic training?
The Soldier's Creed emphasizes the values and responsibilities of being a soldier, reinforcing commitment
and professionalism as they transition to their roles in the army.

What type of training follows basic training?
Following basic training, soldiers undergo AIT, and they may also participate in unit training, field
exercises, and leadership development courses.

Is there a chance for deployment immediately after basic training?
While some soldiers may be deployed shortly after completing basic training and AIT, it largely depends
on their unit's needs and current military operations.

What support systems are available for soldiers after basic training?
Soldiers have access to various support systems, including mentorship from experienced service members,
counseling services, and resources for family support.

How does basic training affect a soldier's physical fitness after graduation?
Basic training significantly improves a soldier's physical fitness, and they are expected to maintain a high
level of fitness through regular exercise and training programs in their units.
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