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Afro Atlantic Histories at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) is a
groundbreaking exhibition that explores the profound and often overlooked
connections between Africa, the Americas, and the Caribbean through the lens
of art, culture, and history. This exhibition serves as a vital platform for
understanding the impact of the transatlantic slave trade and the enduring
legacies of African cultures in the Americas. It highlights the rich tapestry
of Afro-Atlantic experiences and showcases the artistic expressions that have
emerged from these intertwined histories.

Understanding Afro Atlantic Histories

Afro Atlantic histories encompass a wide range of narratives, experiences,
and artistic expressions that have evolved as a result of the transatlantic
slave trade. This historical phenomenon not only altered the demographics of
the Americas but also significantly influenced the cultural landscape of both
continents.

The Transatlantic Slave Trade

The transatlantic slave trade, which lasted from the 16th to the 19th
centuries, forcibly transported millions of Africans to the Americas. This
period is marked by:

1. Forced Migration: An estimated 12.5 million Africans were taken from their
homelands and transported to the Americas, with a significant number not
surviving the journey.
2. Cultural Exchange: Despite the brutal conditions, enslaved Africans
brought with them rich cultural traditions, languages, and religious
practices that influenced the cultural fabric of the Americas.
3. Resistance and Resilience: Enslaved individuals demonstrated resilience
through various forms of resistance, including revolts, the preservation of
cultural practices, and the establishment of communities.

Art as a Reflection of History

Art serves as a powerful medium for expressing the complexities of Afro
Atlantic histories. At LACMA, the exhibition features a diverse array of
artworks that reflect the experiences, struggles, and triumphs of Afro
Atlantic communities.

1. Visual Arts: Paintings, sculptures, and installations by artists of
African descent reveal the ongoing impact of colonialism and slavery on



contemporary identity.
2. Textiles and Fashion: Traditional textiles and contemporary fashion pieces
illustrate the fusion of African aesthetics with local materials and
techniques, celebrating the resilience of cultural heritage.
3. Multimedia Installations: Video art and performance pieces engage viewers
in immersive experiences that challenge preconceived notions about race,
identity, and history.

The Role of LACMA in Promoting Afro Atlantic
Histories

LACMA has positioned itself as a leader in presenting diverse cultural
narratives, and the Afro Atlantic histories exhibition is a testament to this
commitment. The museum plays a crucial role in:

Educational Initiatives

LACMA's educational programs accompanying the exhibition aim to foster a
deeper understanding of Afro Atlantic histories. These initiatives include:

- Lectures and Panel Discussions: Engaging scholars, artists, and community
leaders in conversations about the impacts of the transatlantic slave trade
and contemporary implications.
- Workshops: Interactive sessions that allow participants to explore artistic
techniques and cultural practices rooted in Afro Atlantic traditions.
- Guided Tours: Curated tours that provide context and insights into the
artworks on display, emphasizing their historical significance.

Community Engagement

LACMA actively seeks to engage with the community, recognizing that the
stories represented in Afro Atlantic histories resonate with many
individuals. The museum offers:

- Community Days: Special events that invite local communities to participate
in cultural activities, performances, and discussions related to the
exhibition.
- Collaborations with Local Artists: Partnerships with artists and cultural
organizations to create programs that reflect and celebrate the local Afro
Atlantic heritage.
- Youth Programs: Initiatives aimed at youth to promote an understanding of
their cultural roots and encourage artistic expression.



Featured Artists and Their Works

The Afro Atlantic histories exhibition showcases a diverse range of artists,
each contributing their unique perspective on the complexities of identity
and heritage.

Notable Artists

1. El Anatsui: A Ghanaian artist known for his large-scale sculptures made
from recycled materials, his work comments on consumption and the legacy of
colonialism.
2. Kerry James Marshall: An American painter whose works reflect African
American history and culture, often addressing themes of identity and
representation.
3. Yinka Shonibare: A British-Nigerian artist who explores colonial history
through his signature use of Dutch wax fabric, challenging ideas of
authenticity and cultural ownership.

Featured Artworks

- "Between Earth and Heaven" by El Anatsui: A stunning installation made from
thousands of bottle caps, symbolizing the interconnectedness of global trade
and cultural exchange.
- "School of Beauty, School of Culture" by Kerry James Marshall: A vibrant
painting that challenges stereotypes and celebrates the beauty of African
American culture.
- "The Swing (after Fragonard)" by Yinka Shonibare: A reimagining of Jean-
Honoré Fragonard's famous painting that critiques the representation of
colonialism and race in art history.

The Impact of Afro Atlantic Histories on
Contemporary Society

The exploration of Afro Atlantic histories is not just a retrospective look
at the past; it has significant implications for contemporary society. The
narratives that emerge from this history inform discussions around identity,
race, and cultural representation today.

Addressing Systemic Inequality

The exhibition prompts critical conversations about systemic racism and



inequality. By highlighting the historical context of these issues, it
encourages audiences to reflect on:

- The Legacy of Slavery: Understanding how historical injustices continue to
affect communities today.
- Cultural Appropriation vs. Appreciation: Discussing the fine line between
borrowing cultural elements and respecting their origins.
- Representation in the Arts: The importance of diverse voices in shaping the
cultural narrative.

Fostering Dialogue and Understanding

Afro Atlantic histories at LACMA serves as a catalyst for dialogue among
diverse communities. Through art, the exhibition provides a space for:

- Shared Experiences: Creating connections among individuals from different
backgrounds who relate to the themes of migration, identity, and resilience.
- Cultural Exchange: Encouraging collaboration and exchange of ideas between
artists and audiences from various backgrounds.
- Empathy and Awareness: Promoting a deeper understanding of the struggles
faced by Afro Atlantic communities and fostering empathy through shared
narratives.

Conclusion

The Afro Atlantic histories exhibition at LACMA is a vital exploration of the
interwoven narratives that shape our understanding of identity, culture, and
history. By showcasing the artistic expressions that have emerged from the
legacies of the transatlantic slave trade, LACMA not only honors the past but
also challenges contemporary society to engage in meaningful conversations
about race, representation, and resilience. Through educational initiatives,
community engagement, and the celebration of diverse artistic voices, this
exhibition paves the way for a more inclusive understanding of our shared
human experience. As we reflect on these histories, we are reminded of the
power of art to connect, inspire, and empower across generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Afro-Atlantic
Histories exhibition at LACMA?
The Afro-Atlantic Histories exhibition at LACMA highlights the interconnected
histories and cultures of Africa and the Americas, showcasing the impact of
the transatlantic slave trade and celebrating the resilience and



contributions of Afro-descendant communities.

Which artists are featured in the Afro-Atlantic
Histories exhibition?
The exhibition features a diverse range of artists, including both historical
and contemporary figures, such as Kehinde Wiley, El Anatsui, and Jean-Michel
Basquiat, among others, who explore themes of identity, heritage, and the
African diaspora.

How does LACMA's Afro-Atlantic Histories exhibition
address contemporary issues?
The exhibition addresses contemporary issues such as racial identity, social
justice, and cultural memory, encouraging visitors to reflect on the ongoing
effects of colonialism and the legacies of the African diaspora in today's
society.

What types of artworks can visitors expect to see in
the exhibition?
Visitors can expect to see a variety of artworks, including paintings,
sculptures, textiles, and multimedia installations that represent the rich
tapestry of Afro-Atlantic cultures and histories.

How does the exhibition connect African and American
histories?
The exhibition connects African and American histories by illustrating the
shared experiences and cultural exchanges that occurred through the
transatlantic slave trade, emphasizing the influence of African traditions on
American art, music, and culture.

What role does education play in the Afro-Atlantic
Histories exhibition?
Education plays a crucial role as LACMA offers programs, workshops, and
discussions related to the exhibition, aimed at fostering a deeper
understanding of Afro-Atlantic histories and promoting dialogue about race
and identity.

Is the Afro-Atlantic Histories exhibition part of a
larger movement in museums?
Yes, the Afro-Atlantic Histories exhibition is part of a larger movement
within museums to acknowledge and address underrepresented narratives,
focusing on diversity, inclusion, and the importance of marginalized



histories in the broader context of art and culture.
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