
adding ing to words worksheets
Adding ing to words worksheets are an essential resource for educators and parents who
aim to enhance the linguistic skills of children. These worksheets focus on the process of
forming gerunds and present participles by adding the suffix “-ing” to verbs. This
grammatical structure is fundamental in the English language, as it allows for the creation
of various verb forms that convey ongoing actions or states of being. In this article, we will
explore the significance of these worksheets, the rules for adding “-ing,” various activities
to engage students, and tips for effective teaching.

Understanding the Importance of Adding -ing to
Words

The ability to add “-ing” to verbs is crucial for building a solid foundation in English
grammar. Understanding this concept not only enhances vocabulary but also improves
writing and speaking skills. Here are some reasons why adding “-ing” is important:

1. Encourages Creativity: By transforming verbs into their “-ing” forms, students can
create descriptive phrases that add depth to their writing. For example, instead of saying
"The dog runs," they might say "The dog is running." This ability to describe actions in
progress opens up new avenues for creativity.

2. Improves Communication: Using “-ing” forms helps convey ongoing actions, making it
clearer for listeners or readers what is happening in real-time. For example, saying “She is
dancing” provides more context than simply stating “She dances.”

3. Enhances Sentence Variety: Incorporating “-ing” forms allows students to vary their
sentence structures, which can make their writing more engaging. Instead of repetitive
sentence forms, they can mix simple and complex sentences.

4. Foundation for Advanced Grammar: Understanding gerunds and present participles lays
the groundwork for more complex grammatical structures, such as continuous tenses and
gerund phrases.

Rules for Adding -ing

To effectively teach students how to add “-ing” to verbs, it’s essential to understand and
communicate the rules involved. Here are the main rules:

1. Regular Verbs

For most regular verbs, adding “-ing” is straightforward:



- Example: walk → walking
- Example: jump → jumping

2. Verbs Ending in “e”

When a verb ends in “e,” the “e” is typically dropped before adding “-ing”:

- Example: make → making
- Example: write → writing

3. One-Syllable Verbs with a Short Vowel Followed by a
Consonant

For one-syllable verbs that have a short vowel followed by a single consonant, the final
consonant is usually doubled before adding “-ing”:

- Example: run → running
- Example: sit → sitting

However, there are exceptions to this rule, particularly with verbs that end in “w,” “x,” or
“y,” which do not double the final consonant:

- Example: fix → fixing
- Example: play → playing

4. Two-Syllable Verbs

For two-syllable verbs that have the stress on the second syllable, the final consonant is
also doubled:

- Example: prefer → preferring
- Example: occur → occurring

5. Verbs Ending in “ie”

When a verb ends in “ie,” the “ie” changes to “y” before adding “-ing”:

- Example: die → dying
- Example: lie → lying



Creating Engaging Worksheets

Worksheets focused on adding “-ing” to words can be both educational and entertaining.
Here are some ideas for creating engaging worksheets:

1. Fill in the Blanks

Provide sentences with missing “-ing” forms and ask students to fill in the blanks.

- Example: “She is _____ (dance) at the party.”
- Answer: dancing

2. Word Sorting

Create a list of verbs and ask students to sort them based on the rules outlined above.

- Columns:
- Regular verbs
- Ending in “e”
- Short vowel + consonant
- Two-syllable verbs (stressed on the second syllable)

3. Matching Exercises

Have students match base verbs with their “-ing” forms.

- Example:
- A: swim
- B: swimming

4. Creative Writing Prompts

Encourage students to write sentences or short paragraphs using “-ing” forms.

- Prompt: “Write about what you are doing today using at least five “-ing” verbs.”

5. Coloring Activities

Combine art with learning. Have students color pictures that represent “-ing” verbs while
writing the corresponding verb.



- Example: Color a picture of a person swimming and write “swimming” beneath it.

Tips for Effective Teaching

When teaching students how to add “-ing” to verbs, consider the following tips to ensure a
successful learning experience:

1. Use Visual Aids: Visual aids such as charts and flashcards can help reinforce the rules of
adding “-ing.” Display examples prominently in the classroom.

2. Incorporate Games: Use games like “verb charades” where students act out verbs in
their “-ing” forms. This adds a fun, interactive element while reinforcing the concept.

3. Provide Positive Feedback: Encourage students by providing positive feedback on their
efforts, even if they make mistakes. This will foster a love for learning and a willingness to
participate.

4. Differentiate Instruction: Tailor worksheets and activities based on the varying levels of
understanding among your students. Provide advanced learners with more complex verbs
and simpler forms for those who need more practice.

5. Encourage Peer Learning: Pair students to work together on exercises. They can learn
from each other and explain concepts in ways that resonate better with their peers.

Conclusion

In conclusion, adding ing to words worksheets play a vital role in enhancing students'
understanding of English grammar. The ability to transform verbs into their “-ing” forms
broadens vocabulary, improves communication, and lays the groundwork for more
complex grammatical concepts. By implementing engaging worksheets and utilizing
effective teaching strategies, educators can create a dynamic and supportive learning
environment. Through practice and creativity, students will master the art of using “-ing”
forms, empowering them to express themselves more vividly in both written and spoken
language.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are 'adding ing to words worksheets' used for?
These worksheets are designed to help students practice the grammatical rule of adding '-
ing' to verbs, enhancing their understanding of verb forms and improving their writing
skills.



At what grade level are 'adding ing to words worksheets'
typically introduced?
These worksheets are generally introduced in early elementary grades, around 1st to 2nd
grade, when students are learning about verb tenses and sentence structure.

What types of activities might be included in 'adding ing
to words worksheets'?
Activities may include fill-in-the-blank exercises, matching verbs to their '-ing' forms, and
writing sentences using the '-ing' form of given verbs.

How can teachers effectively use 'adding ing to words
worksheets' in the classroom?
Teachers can use these worksheets as part of a lesson plan, allowing students to work
individually or in groups, and then review the answers together to reinforce learning.

Are there online resources available for 'adding ing to
words worksheets'?
Yes, many educational websites offer printable worksheets, interactive activities, and
games that focus on adding '-ing' to verbs, making learning more engaging for students.

What challenges might students face when learning to
add '-ing' to words?
Students may struggle with irregular verbs, understanding when to double consonants,
and recognizing when to drop the 'e' before adding '-ing'.

How can parents support their children with 'adding ing
to words worksheets' at home?
Parents can assist by reviewing the worksheets together, providing examples, and
encouraging children to use '-ing' verbs in their conversations and writing to reinforce the
concept.
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