
accounting degree after bachelors
accounting degree after bachelors is an increasingly popular educational path for individuals
seeking to enhance their expertise and career prospects in the field of accounting. Pursuing an
accounting degree after completing a bachelor's degree allows graduates from various disciplines to
specialize in accounting or finance, opening doors to advanced professional opportunities. This article
explores the benefits, types, and requirements of pursuing an accounting degree after bachelors, as
well as career paths and professional certifications associated with this academic pursuit.
Understanding these facets can help prospective students make informed decisions about their
educational investments and career trajectories. The following sections outline essential information
on the topic and provide a comprehensive overview of what to expect.

Why Pursue an Accounting Degree After Bachelors?

Types of Accounting Degrees Available After Bachelors

Admission Requirements and Prerequisites

Career Opportunities with an Accounting Degree After Bachelors

Professional Certifications and Licenses

Tips for Success in Advanced Accounting Studies

Why Pursue an Accounting Degree After Bachelors?
Obtaining an accounting degree after bachelors is a strategic move for many individuals aiming to
specialize or pivot their careers toward accounting and finance. This academic path is especially
beneficial for those who earned a bachelor’s degree in a non-accounting field but wish to enter the
accounting profession. It provides foundational knowledge in accounting principles, financial
reporting, auditing, and taxation while preparing students for higher-level positions and certifications.

Additionally, an accounting degree after bachelors often fulfills the educational requirements for
certifications such as the Certified Public Accountant (CPA) license. Employers highly value candidates
with this educational background, as it demonstrates commitment and expertise in accounting.
Furthermore, the degree can enhance earning potential and open doors to diverse industries,
including corporate finance, public accounting, government agencies, and non-profit organizations.

Types of Accounting Degrees Available After Bachelors
There are several types of accounting degrees available for students who already hold a bachelor's
degree, allowing flexibility based on career goals and previous academic experience. These degrees
can range from graduate certificates to master's programs.



Master of Accounting (MAcc)
The Master of Accounting is a popular graduate program designed to deepen accounting knowledge
and skills. It typically spans one to two years and covers advanced topics such as financial
accounting, auditing, taxation, and managerial accounting. This degree is ideal for students who want
to meet CPA credit requirements and pursue leadership roles in accounting.

Master of Business Administration (MBA) with Accounting
Concentration
For those interested in a broader business education, an MBA with an accounting concentration
combines leadership and management training with core accounting courses. This degree suits
professionals aiming for executive roles that require both accounting expertise and business acumen.

Graduate Certificate in Accounting
A graduate certificate is a shorter program focused on key accounting competencies. It is often
pursued by individuals who want to gain foundational knowledge in accounting without committing to
a full degree. This option is suitable for career changers or those seeking to fulfill specific educational
prerequisites.

Post-Baccalaureate Accounting Programs
Post-baccalaureate programs are designed specifically for individuals with non-accounting bachelor’s
degrees. These programs cover essential accounting coursework required for certification exams and
employment in accounting roles. They are typically shorter than master’s degrees and focus on core
accounting principles.

Admission Requirements and Prerequisites
Admission into an accounting degree program after bachelors varies depending on the institution and
degree type. However, there are common prerequisites and requirements that applicants should be
aware of.

Academic Transcripts and GPA
Applicants are usually required to submit official transcripts from their undergraduate studies. Many
programs have minimum GPA requirements, often around 3.0 on a 4.0 scale, but this can vary.

Prerequisite Coursework
Some programs require completion of foundational courses in accounting, finance, or business. For
students without an accounting background, prerequisite courses may be necessary before full



acceptance into the program.

Standardized Tests
Graduate programs, especially master’s degrees, may require GRE or GMAT scores. However, some
schools waive these requirements based on prior academic performance or professional experience.

Professional Experience and Letters of Recommendation
While not always mandatory, relevant work experience and strong letters of recommendation can
enhance admission chances, especially for competitive programs.

Career Opportunities with an Accounting Degree After
Bachelors
An accounting degree after bachelors significantly broadens career opportunities across numerous
sectors. Graduates are prepared for roles that require technical accounting knowledge combined with
analytical and problem-solving skills.

Public Accounting
Careers in public accounting include positions such as auditor, tax consultant, and advisory services
professional. Public accounting firms range from small local offices to large multinational companies.

Corporate Accounting
Corporate accountants manage financial records, budgeting, and compliance within companies. Roles
include financial analyst, controller, and internal auditor.

Government and Non-Profit Accounting
Accounting professionals also serve in government agencies and non-profit organizations, ensuring
transparency and regulatory compliance in financial operations.

Financial Consulting and Advisory
With an advanced accounting degree, graduates may work as financial consultants, providing
strategic advice on tax planning, mergers, and acquisitions.

Auditor



Tax Accountant

Financial Analyst

Controller

Forensic Accountant

Management Accountant

Professional Certifications and Licenses
Pursuing an accounting degree after bachelors often aligns with obtaining professional certifications
that validate expertise and increase job prospects. The most recognized certifications include:

Certified Public Accountant (CPA)
The CPA license is a prestigious credential that requires meeting education, examination, and
experience criteria. Many states require 150 credit hours of education, which an accounting degree
after bachelors can help fulfill.

Certified Management Accountant (CMA)
The CMA certification focuses on financial management and strategy. It is valuable for accountants
interested in corporate finance and management roles.

Certified Internal Auditor (CIA)
This certification is specialized for internal auditing professionals, emphasizing risk management and
internal control.

Other Relevant Certifications
Additional certifications include the Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA), Enrolled Agent (EA), and
Certified Fraud Examiner (CFE), each catering to niche areas within the accounting and finance
sectors.

Tips for Success in Advanced Accounting Studies
Success in pursuing an accounting degree after bachelors requires dedication, effective study habits,
and strategic planning. The following tips can enhance the academic experience and outcomes:



Develop Strong Time Management Skills: Balancing coursework, professional1.
commitments, and personal life is crucial.

Engage with Practical Applications: Participate in internships or practical projects to apply2.
theoretical knowledge.

Network with Professionals: Building connections with professors, peers, and industry3.
experts can provide career advantages.

Stay Updated on Industry Trends: Accounting standards and regulations evolve, so4.
continuous learning is essential.

Prepare Thoroughly for Certification Exams: Use available resources and study groups to5.
enhance exam readiness.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I pursue an accounting degree after completing a
bachelor's in a non-accounting field?
Yes, many universities offer accounting degree programs or certifications for students who have
completed a bachelor's degree in other fields. These programs often cover foundational accounting
courses to prepare you for advanced studies or certifications.

What are the benefits of getting an accounting degree after
my bachelor's?
An accounting degree can enhance your knowledge of financial principles, improve your job
prospects, and prepare you for certifications like CPA. It also opens opportunities in various sectors
such as auditing, tax, finance, and consulting.

How long does it typically take to earn an accounting degree
after already having a bachelor's?
If you pursue a master's in accounting or a post-baccalaureate accounting program, it typically takes
1 to 2 years. The duration depends on whether you study full-time or part-time and the specific
program requirements.

Is an accounting degree necessary to become a Certified
Public Accountant (CPA)?
While requirements vary by state, generally you need 150 credit hours of education including
accounting courses to sit for the CPA exam. Obtaining an accounting degree or additional accounting



coursework after your bachelor's can help meet these requirements.

Can I specialize in areas like forensic accounting or tax
accounting after earning an accounting degree?
Yes, many accounting degree programs offer specializations or electives in areas such as forensic
accounting, tax accounting, auditing, or managerial accounting, allowing you to tailor your education
to your career interests.

What career opportunities are available with an accounting
degree earned after a bachelor's?
With an accounting degree, you can pursue roles such as accountant, auditor, tax consultant,
financial analyst, forensic accountant, or controller. The degree also supports career advancement
and eligibility for professional certifications.

Additional Resources
1. Advanced Accounting Concepts and Practices
This book delves into complex accounting topics such as consolidations, mergers, and foreign
currency transactions. It is designed for students who have a foundational knowledge of accounting
and want to deepen their understanding of advanced financial reporting standards. The text includes
real-world examples and case studies to bridge theory and practice.

2. Financial Statement Analysis and Valuation
Focusing on the interpretation and evaluation of financial statements, this book equips readers with
analytical tools to assess company performance and value. It covers ratio analysis, cash flow analysis,
and forecasting techniques essential for accountants and financial analysts. The book also discusses
how accounting choices impact valuation.

3. Managerial Accounting: Tools for Business Decision-Making
This title emphasizes the use of accounting information for internal decision-making processes. Topics
include budgeting, cost behavior, performance measurement, and strategic planning. It is ideal for
those pursuing careers in management accounting or business leadership roles.

4. Taxation Principles and Strategies
Offering a comprehensive overview of tax laws and regulations, this book prepares graduates to
navigate personal and corporate taxation. It covers tax planning, compliance, and ethical
considerations, with practical examples and problem sets. This resource is essential for those
interested in tax accounting or consultancy.

5. Auditing: Theory and Practice
This book provides an in-depth look at auditing standards, procedures, and the role of auditors in
financial reporting. It discusses risk assessment, audit planning, and the evaluation of internal
controls. Students will gain insights into both external and internal auditing processes.

6. Corporate Finance and Accounting Integration
Bridging the gap between finance and accounting, this book explores how financial management



principles influence accounting decisions. Topics include capital budgeting, financial risk
management, and the accounting implications of financing choices. It is suited for students aiming to
work at the intersection of finance and accounting.

7. Accounting Information Systems and Technology
This title examines the design, implementation, and management of accounting information systems
(AIS). It covers database management, cybersecurity, and the role of emerging technologies such as
blockchain in accounting. The book prepares graduates for careers in accounting technology and
systems analysis.

8. Ethics and Professional Standards in Accounting
Focusing on the ethical responsibilities of accounting professionals, this book explores codes of
conduct, regulatory frameworks, and dilemmas faced in practice. It emphasizes the importance of
integrity, transparency, and accountability in the profession. Case studies help illustrate the
application of ethical principles.

9. International Accounting and Reporting Standards
This book offers a detailed study of International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) and their global
application. It discusses differences between IFRS and GAAP, convergence efforts, and challenges
multinational corporations face. The content is crucial for accountants planning to work in
international or cross-border contexts.
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