
absolutely diary of a part time indian
absolutely diary of a part time indian is a phrase closely associated with Sherman
Alexie's acclaimed novel, *The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian*. This novel, a
poignant coming-of-age story, explores themes of identity, resilience, and cultural conflict
through the eyes of Arnold Spirit Jr., a Native American teenager navigating life on and off
the Spokane Indian Reservation. The book intricately weaves humor and hardship, shedding
light on the challenges faced by Native American youth in contemporary society. This
article delves into the novel’s background, key themes, characters, and its impact on
readers and literature. It also examines the critical reception and educational significance
of the work. The following sections will provide a detailed exploration of these aspects to
offer a comprehensive understanding of the absolutely diary of a part time indian
phenomenon.
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Background and Author
The absolutely diary of a part time indian refers to Sherman Alexie’s semi-autobiographical
novel published in 2007. Alexie, a Native American writer, poet, and filmmaker, draws from
his own experiences growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation to craft an authentic
narrative. The novel’s full title is *The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian*,
reflecting the protagonist’s dual existence. Alexie’s work has been celebrated for bringing
Native American voices to mainstream literature and addressing difficult social issues with
humor and empathy. The background of the novel is essential in understanding the cultural
and social context embedded throughout the story.

Sherman Alexie’s Life and Influence
Sherman Alexie was born in 1966 on the Spokane Indian Reservation in Washington state.
His experiences with poverty, cultural conflict, and disability heavily influence his writing.
Alexie’s storytelling often challenges stereotypes and highlights the resilience of Native



American communities. His unique perspective enriches the narrative voice found in the
absolutely diary of a part time indian, making it a significant contribution to contemporary
American literature.

Plot Overview
The absolutely diary of a part time indian follows the life of Arnold Spirit Jr., a fourteen-year-
old boy born with hydrocephalus, who decides to leave his school on the reservation to
attend an all-white high school in a nearby town. This decision marks a turning point in his
life, forcing him to navigate two distinct worlds. The novel chronicles Arnold’s struggles with
identity, friendship, family dynamics, and the pursuit of dreams against the backdrop of
socio-economic hardship.

Key Plot Points

Arnold’s decision to transfer to Reardan High School

Challenges faced in reconciling his Native American heritage with his new
environment

Friendships and conflicts with both reservation and Reardan students

Family relationships and their impact on Arnold’s growth

Arnold’s development as an artist and individual

Main Themes
The absolutely diary of a part time indian addresses several important themes that
resonate with readers of all backgrounds. Central to the novel are themes of identity,
cultural conflict, poverty, hope, and resilience. These themes are explored through Arnold’s
experiences and interactions, providing a nuanced portrayal of Native American life.

Identity and Duality
Arnold’s journey epitomizes the struggle of balancing two cultural identities. He lives as a
part-time Indian, straddling the reservation and the predominantly white community. This
duality is a core theme, highlighting the complexities of self-acceptance and belonging.



Resilience and Hope
Despite facing significant adversity, Arnold exhibits remarkable resilience. The novel
emphasizes the power of hope and determination to overcome obstacles, portraying a
message of empowerment for young readers.

Social Issues and Poverty
The absolutely diary of a part time indian does not shy away from depicting the harsh
realities of poverty, alcoholism, and limited opportunities on the reservation. These social
issues are integral to the narrative, providing context for Arnold’s decisions and challenges.

Character Analysis
The novel’s characters are richly developed, each contributing to the exploration of the
central themes. Arnold Spirit Jr. is the protagonist whose voice guides the reader through
the story, while supporting characters epitomize various facets of the cultural and social
environment.

Arnold Spirit Jr.
Arnold is intelligent, creative, and courageous, yet vulnerable due to his physical disabilities
and social circumstances. His humor and honesty drive the narrative, making him a
relatable and compelling character. Arnold’s artistic talents symbolize his inner world and
his aspirations beyond the reservation.

Supporting Characters

Rowdy – Arnold’s best friend, representing loyalty and the conflict between tradition
and change

Mr. P – A teacher who inspires Arnold to pursue education beyond the reservation

Arnold’s family – Illustrates the struggles and strengths of reservation life

PENNY and Gordy – Friends from Reardan who help Arnold navigate his new world

Literary Style and Techniques
Sherman Alexie employs a distinctive literary style in the absolutely diary of a part time
indian, blending humor, graphic illustrations, and straightforward prose. The novel’s format
as a diary allows for an intimate connection with Arnold’s thoughts and feelings.



Use of Humor and Illustrations
Humor serves as a coping mechanism for Arnold and a means to engage readers with
serious topics without overwhelming them. The book includes Arnold’s own cartoons, which
add visual depth and enhance the storytelling experience.

First-Person Narrative
The diary format provides authenticity and immediacy, allowing readers to see the world
through Arnold’s perspective. This approach fosters empathy and enhances the emotional
impact of the narrative.

Reception and Impact
The absolutely diary of a part time indian has been widely praised for its honest portrayal of
Native American life and its appeal to young adult readers. It has received numerous
awards and sparked important conversations about representation and diversity in
literature.

Critical Acclaim
The novel won the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature and has appeared on
multiple bestseller lists. Critics commend its balance of humor and gravity, as well as its
accessibility to diverse audiences.

Controversies and Challenges
Despite its acclaim, the book has faced challenges and bans in some schools due to its
candid discussion of topics such as poverty, racism, and sexuality. These controversies
highlight ongoing debates about educational content and cultural sensitivity.

Educational Importance
The absolutely diary of a part time indian is frequently included in school curricula to
promote cultural awareness and critical thinking. It serves as a valuable resource for
discussing identity, social justice, and the power of storytelling.

Teaching Applications
Educators utilize the novel to:

Encourage empathy and understanding of Native American experiences



Explore themes of resilience and self-discovery

Develop literary analysis skills through narrative and stylistic elements

Foster discussions about diversity and inclusion

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Absolutely True Diary of
a Part-Time Indian'?
The main theme of 'The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian' is the struggle for
identity and self-discovery, as the protagonist navigates life between his Native American
reservation and the predominantly white high school he attends.

Who is the author of 'The Absolutely True Diary of a
Part-Time Indian'?
The author of 'The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian' is Sherman Alexie.

What is the significance of the protagonist transferring
to a new school in the novel?
The protagonist's transfer to a new school represents his desire to seek better opportunities
and break free from the limitations of life on the reservation, highlighting themes of hope,
courage, and cultural conflict.

How does Arnold Spirit Jr. cope with the challenges he
faces in the book?
Arnold Spirit Jr., the protagonist, copes with challenges through humor, drawing cartoons,
and maintaining close relationships with friends and family, which help him navigate
adversity and bullying.

Why is 'The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian'
considered important in young adult literature?
The book is important in young adult literature because it provides an authentic and
humorous perspective on Native American life, addressing serious issues like poverty,
racism, and identity in a relatable way for young readers.



What role do cartoons play in 'The Absolutely True
Diary of a Part-Time Indian'?
Cartoons in the novel serve as a form of self-expression for Arnold, helping to illustrate his
feelings and experiences while adding humor and depth to the narrative.

How does the novel address the issue of cultural
identity?
The novel addresses cultural identity by exploring Arnold's struggle to balance his Native
American heritage with his experiences in a predominantly white school, showcasing the
complexities of belonging and assimilation.

What challenges does Arnold face on the reservation?
Arnold faces challenges such as poverty, alcoholism, limited opportunities, and low
expectations on the reservation, which motivate him to seek a better life through
education.

How has 'The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time
Indian' been received by readers and critics?
The novel has been widely praised for its honest and heartfelt portrayal of Native American
life, winning awards like the National Book Award for Young People's Literature, though it
has also faced challenges and bans due to its candid content.

Additional Resources
1. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
This semi-autobiographical novel follows Junior, a Native American teenager who leaves his
reservation school to attend an all-white high school. Through cartoons and honest
narration, Junior explores themes of identity, poverty, friendship, and hope. It offers a
poignant yet humorous look at the challenges faced by Native American youth.

2. Indian No More by Charlene Willing McManis
Set in the 1950s, this book tells the story of Regina Petit, a Umpqua girl who moves from
her Oregon reservation to Los Angeles after her tribe loses federal recognition. The story
addresses themes of cultural identity, displacement, and the struggles of growing up
caught between two worlds. It complements the themes found in Alexie’s work by exploring
Native American identity in a different era.

3. Moonshot: The Flight of Apollo 11 by Brian Floca
While not directly about Native American experiences, this book shares Junior’s fascination
with dreams and overcoming obstacles. It recounts the historic Apollo 11 mission in a poetic
and accessible way, inspiring readers to reach for their goals despite challenges. The theme
of hope and perseverance resonates with readers of Alexie’s novel.



4. Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech
This coming-of-age story follows Salamanca Tree Hiddle on a cross-country journey to find
her missing mother. The novel addresses themes of loss, identity, and understanding
others’ perspectives, similar to Junior’s introspective journey. It is a heartfelt exploration of
family and self-discovery.

5. Rez Ball by Michael Powell
Set on a Native American reservation, this novel focuses on a high school basketball team
striving for success amidst social and economic challenges. The story highlights
community, ambition, and resilience, much like the struggles Junior faces in balancing his
identity and dreams. It offers an engaging look at life on a reservation through the lens of
sports.

6. Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World War Two by Joseph Bruchac
This historical novel tells the story of a young Navajo boy recruited to become a code talker
during WWII. It explores themes of cultural pride, bravery, and the complexities of identity.
Readers who appreciate Junior’s cultural background will find this story compelling and
informative.

7. House Made of Dawn by N. Scott Momaday
A classic novel about a young Native American man returning home after serving in WWII,
struggling to reconcile his Native heritage with the modern world. The book delves deeply
into themes of identity, cultural conflict, and healing, echoing many of the internal
struggles Junior experiences. It is a foundational work in Native American literature.

8. Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson
This memoir in verse recounts Woodson’s childhood growing up as an African American girl
in the 1960s and 1970s. Like Alexie’s diary style, it offers a personal and poetic exploration
of race, family, and finding one’s voice. It complements Junior’s story by providing another
perspective on growing up as a minority in America.

9. Fry Bread: A Native American Family Story by Kevin Noble Maillard
This picture book celebrates the history and cultural significance of fry bread in Native
American communities. Through vivid illustrations and storytelling, it emphasizes themes of
heritage, resilience, and family traditions. It’s a great companion to Alexie’s novel for
readers interested in Native culture and identity.
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