
above the law ranking

above the law ranking is a crucial resource for law students, legal professionals, and academics
seeking comprehensive evaluations of law schools and legal education. This ranking system offers
detailed insights into the reputation, employment outcomes, and academic quality of various law
schools across the United States. Understanding the methodology and impact of the Above the Law
ranking can guide prospective students in making informed decisions about their legal education
and career paths. This article delves into the significance of the Above the Law ranking, its unique
evaluation criteria, comparison with other rankings, and its influence on the legal education
landscape. By examining these aspects, readers will gain a thorough understanding of how the
Above the Law ranking shapes perceptions and decisions within the legal community.
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Overview of Above the Law Ranking
The Above the Law ranking is a prominent law school ranking system published by the legal news
website Above the Law. It aims to provide a more practical and employment-focused perspective on
law school quality, emphasizing outcomes that matter most to law students and graduates. Unlike
traditional rankings that often prioritize factors such as LSAT scores and faculty resources, the
Above the Law ranking prioritizes employment outcomes, student satisfaction, and tuition costs. This
approach resonates with prospective law students who seek transparency regarding their return on
investment and career prospects after graduation.

Origins and Purpose
Above the Law launched its law school rankings to challenge established ranking systems like U.S.
News & World Report by offering an alternative view grounded in real-world results. The ranking
system was designed to highlight law schools that excel in placing graduates in meaningful legal
employment while maintaining reasonable tuition rates. Its purpose is to help students identify
programs that provide a solid pathway to legal careers without the uncertainty often associated with
legal education costs and job market outcomes.



Key Features
The Above the Law ranking distinguishes itself through several key features:

Focus on employment outcomes, especially full-time, long-term legal jobs.

Consideration of student satisfaction metrics derived from surveys and reviews.

Inclusion of tuition and debt burden to assess affordability and financial impact.

Transparency in ranking criteria and methodology to foster trust among readers.

Methodology Behind Above the Law Ranking
The methodology of the Above the Law ranking is tailored to measure law schools' effectiveness in
launching successful legal careers. It relies on a variety of quantitative and qualitative data sources
to generate a holistic assessment of each institution.

Employment Outcomes
The primary component of the Above the Law ranking is employment outcomes. The ranking
measures the percentage of graduates obtaining full-time, long-term positions that require bar
passage or offer significant legal work. This focus ensures that the ranking reflects the practical
success of law schools in preparing students for the legal job market.

Student Satisfaction and Reputation
Student satisfaction is gauged through surveys and feedback from current students and alumni. This
metric captures the perceived quality of education, faculty engagement, and overall law school
environment. Additionally, the ranking considers the reputation of the law school within the legal
community, which influences hiring decisions and career opportunities.

Tuition and Affordability
Recognizing the financial burden of legal education, the Above the Law ranking incorporates tuition
costs and average student debt into its evaluation. Schools that offer quality education at a
reasonable price are rewarded, highlighting those institutions that provide better value for
investment.

Data Sources and Transparency
The ranking utilizes data from the American Bar Association (ABA), Direct data submissions from
law schools, and independent research conducted by the Above the Law team. The methodology is



publicly available, allowing readers to understand how different factors contribute to the overall
rankings.

Comparison with Other Law School Rankings
The Above the Law ranking differs notably from other popular law school rankings such as U.S.
News & World Report and The National Jurist. While each ranking system has its own focus and
methodology, understanding these differences helps clarify the unique value proposition of the
Above the Law ranking.

U.S. News & World Report vs. Above the Law
U.S. News & World Report rankings tend to emphasize traditional academic metrics, including LSAT
scores, GPA of incoming students, faculty resources, and peer assessments. In contrast, Above the
Law centers on outcomes directly related to graduates' careers, such as employment rates and
salary potential. This practical orientation makes the Above the Law ranking especially relevant for
prospective students prioritizing job placement.

The National Jurist and Other Rankings
The National Jurist focuses on factors like bar passage rates, student satisfaction, and diversity.
While it shares some similarities with Above the Law, it places less emphasis on employment
outcomes and tuition costs. Other rankings may prioritize different elements, but Above the Law
stands out for its comprehensive approach to measuring law school value through employment
success and affordability.

Advantages of Above the Law Ranking

Greater emphasis on real-world employment data.

Incorporation of financial factors affecting students.

Transparency in methodology and data sources.

Focus on student satisfaction and reputation within the legal community.

Impact of Above the Law Ranking on Legal Education
The Above the Law ranking has influenced both prospective law students and law schools by
reshaping priorities around legal education. Its practical focus encourages schools to improve career
services and manage tuition costs effectively.



Influence on Student Decision-Making
Prospective law students increasingly consult the Above the Law ranking to identify schools that
offer strong employment prospects and manageable debt levels. This has led to more informed
choices that align with career goals and financial realities, reducing the risk of over-investing in
education with uncertain returns.

Law Schools’ Response
Law schools have responded to the prominence of the Above the Law ranking by enhancing their
career placement programs, expanding experiential learning opportunities, and reevaluating tuition
strategies. Schools strive to improve their rankings by focusing on factors that directly impact
graduate success.

Broader Legal Community Effects
The ranking has also affected legal employers and policymakers by highlighting which schools
produce well-prepared graduates. Employers may use the ranking as one factor in recruitment
decisions, while policymakers consider it when discussing legal education standards and funding.

Criticisms and Limitations of Above the Law Ranking
Despite its popularity, the Above the Law ranking faces several criticisms and limitations that
warrant consideration.

Potential Bias in Employment Data
Critics argue that employment data can be influenced by schools' varying definitions of employment
and self-reporting accuracy. Some schools may emphasize short-term or part-time jobs, which can
skew perceptions of graduate success.

Limited Scope of Evaluation
While the ranking excels in employment and affordability analysis, it may underrepresent other
important aspects of legal education, such as academic rigor, faculty scholarship, and diversity
initiatives.

Variability in Student Satisfaction Measurement
Measuring student satisfaction is inherently subjective and can vary widely based on individual
experiences and expectations. This limits the reliability of satisfaction as a consistent metric across
institutions.



Overemphasis on Employment Outcomes
Some argue that an intense focus on employment outcomes risks reducing legal education to purely
vocational training, potentially neglecting broader educational goals and intellectual development.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'Above the Law ranking' refer to?
The 'Above the Law ranking' refers to a list created by the legal news website Above the Law that
ranks law schools based on factors like employment outcomes, cost, and quality of education,
providing prospective students with an alternative perspective to traditional rankings.

How is the Above the Law law school ranking different from
U.S. News rankings?
Above the Law rankings focus more on employment outcomes, particularly long-term job placement
and under-employment rates, while U.S. News rankings weigh factors such as LSAT scores, GPA,
peer assessment, and faculty resources.

Why should prospective law students consider the Above the
Law ranking?
Prospective law students should consider the Above the Law ranking because it offers insight into
real-world employment prospects after graduation, helping students understand which schools
provide better career opportunities and return on investment.

What metrics are used in the Above the Law law school
ranking?
Above the Law uses metrics including employment outcomes at graduation and ten months after,
under-employment rates, bar passage rates, cost of attendance, and alumni satisfaction to create
their law school rankings.

Is the Above the Law ranking updated annually?
Yes, the Above the Law law school ranking is typically updated annually to reflect the most recent
data on law school performance, employment outcomes, and other relevant factors.

Can the Above the Law ranking predict a law graduate's
salary?
While the Above the Law ranking focuses on employment and under-employment rates, it does not
directly rank schools by graduate salary; however, schools with better employment outcomes often
correlate with higher salary prospects.



Where can I find the latest Above the Law law school
rankings?
The latest Above the Law law school rankings can be found on their official website,
abovethelaw.com, where they publish detailed rankings, methodology, and analysis each year.

Additional Resources
1. Above the Law: The Rise and Fall of Elite Power Structures
This book delves into how certain individuals and institutions operate beyond the reach of legal
accountability. It explores the mechanisms that allow elites to manipulate laws and systems for their
benefit. Through case studies and historical analysis, readers gain insight into the interplay between
power, privilege, and justice.

2. The Untouchables: Law Enforcement and the Myth of Immunity
Focusing on law enforcement and political figures, this book investigates the concept of immunity
and the challenges in holding powerful agents accountable. It examines high-profile cases where
legal protections have been exploited, raising questions about fairness and transparency in the
justice system.

3. Justice Denied: When the Powerful Evade Accountability
This compelling work uncovers instances where the wealthy and influential escape punishment for
their actions. It critiques systemic flaws that contribute to unequal application of the law and
highlights efforts by activists and reformers to challenge these disparities.

4. The Shadow Court: Secrets of Legal Immunity and Corruption
A deep dive into the clandestine networks that shield certain individuals from prosecution, this book
exposes corruption within legal institutions. It offers an investigative perspective on how legal
loopholes and political influence undermine justice.

5. Rulemakers and Rulebreakers: Power Dynamics in Legal Systems
Exploring the tension between those who create laws and those who defy them, this book analyzes
power dynamics in various legal frameworks. It discusses how laws are shaped by interests and how
some manage to operate above legal constraints.

6. Beyond Justice: The Sociology of Legal Inequality
This academic text examines the social factors contributing to legal inequality, including race, class,
and political influence. It provides a theoretical framework for understanding why certain groups
are more likely to be held accountable than others.

7. Elite Immunity: The Legal Privileges of the Powerful
Highlighting the concept of elite immunity, this book investigates how legal systems grant special
protections to influential individuals. It discusses the implications of these privileges for democracy
and social justice.

8. The Lawless Elite: Corruption and Accountability in Modern Societies
This book offers a global perspective on corruption among elites and the challenges in enforcing
accountability. Through comparative analysis, it reveals patterns of impunity and proposes solutions
for strengthening legal oversight.



9. Breaking the Code: Strategies to Challenge Above-the-Law Behavior
Focusing on reform and resistance, this book outlines practical strategies activists, lawyers, and
citizens can use to combat legal impunity. It combines case studies with actionable
recommendations to promote fairness and integrity in the justice system.
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