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Aaron McKinney Interview 20/20 is a significant topic that delves into the complexities of crime,

justice, and societal perceptions. The case of Aaron McKinney, particularly surrounding the brutal

murder of Matthew Shepard in 1998, has been a pivotal moment in American history, sparking

discussions around hate crimes and the LGBTQ+ community. The interview aired on the ABC news

program "20/20," providing insights into McKinney’s perspectives and experiences, as well as the

broader implications of his actions. This article will explore the details of the interview, the case itself,

and the ongoing impact on society.

The Background of the Case

In October 1998, Matthew Shepard, a 21-year-old college student, was brutally attacked in Laramie,

Wyoming, because of his sexual orientation. He was tied to a fence, severely beaten, and left for

dead. After being discovered by a passerby, Shepard succumbed to his injuries a few days later. The

shocking nature of this crime drew national attention and highlighted the issue of hate crimes against

the LGBTQ+ community.

The Perpetrators

Aaron McKinney and Russell Henderson were arrested for the murder. Their actions were fueled by a

combination of homophobia and a desire to assert masculinity. During their trial, it became evident that

the crime was motivated by hatred towards gay individuals, prompting a nationwide outcry for justice

and legal reform.



The 20/20 Interview with Aaron McKinney

In the "20/20" interview, Aaron McKinney discussed the events surrounding the murder, his thoughts at

the time, and the consequences of his actions. The interview was controversial, as many believed it

provided a platform for McKinney to express his views without adequate accountability for the pain he

caused.


