aapc cpc exam questions and answers

AAPC CPC exam questions and answers are essential for anyone planning to take the Certified
Professional Coder (CPC) exam offered by the American Academy of Professional Coders (AAPC).
This exam is a vital step for aspiring medical coders who wish to demonstrate their proficiency in
coding and billing practices, ensuring they meet industry standards. In this article, we will delve into the
structure of the CPC exam, common questions, effective preparation strategies, and resources for

finding answers that will aid in your success.

Understanding the AAPC CPC Exam

The AAPC CPC exam is designed to test the knowledge and skills of candidates in the field of medical
coding. The exam covers a wide range of topics, including anatomy, medical terminology, coding
systems, and compliance. It consists of 150 multiple-choice questions that must be completed within 5
hours and 40 minutes. Passing this exam is crucial for those who want to become certified

professional coders.

Exam Structure

The CPC exam is divided into several key sections:

e Medical Terminology: Understanding medical terms is essential for accurate coding.
e Anatomy and Physiology: A solid grasp of human anatomy is needed to code effectively.

¢ |CD-10-CM Coding: This section tests knowledge of diagnosis coding.



e CPT Coding: Candidates will be tested on procedural coding.

e HCPCS Level lI: This section deals with coding for supplies and services.

e Compliance and Regulatory Issues: Knowledge of legal and ethical standards in coding is

evaluated.

Common AAPC CPC Exam Questions

Understanding the types of questions that may appear on the CPC exam can significantly help in your

preparation. Here are some common question formats you might encounter:

Multiple-Choice Questions

These questions typically present a scenario followed by several options. Here’s an example:

1. A patient comes to the office for a follow-up visit due to hypertension. The physician adjusts the
patient’s medication. What is the correct CPT code for this service?

- A) 99213

- B) 99214

- C) 99406

- D) 99201

Correct Answer: B) 99214



Scenario-Based Questions

These questions provide a clinical scenario and require you to select the most appropriate coding. For

example:

2. A 55-year-old female is seen for a routine check-up. During the visit, the physician discovers
hyperlipidemia. The physician evaluates and treats this condition. What are the appropriate codes to
report?

- A) Z200.00, E78.5

- B) 209, E78.5

- C) Z00.1, E78.5

- D) 200.8, E78.5

Correct Answer: A) Z00.00, E78.5

Preparation Strategies for the CPC Exam

Preparing for the AAPC CPC exam requires dedicated time and effort. Here are some effective

strategies to enhance your study experience:

Create a Study Plan

A structured study plan can help you cover all necessary material efficiently. Consider the following

steps:

1. Set a Timeline: Determine how many weeks or months you have until the exam date.
2. Break Down Topics: Divide the exam content into manageable sections.

3. Regular Review: Schedule regular review sessions to reinforce your knowledge.



Utilize Practice Exams

Taking practice exams is one of the most effective ways to prepare for the CPC exam. They help you
familiarize yourself with the exam format and identify areas that require further study. Consider these

tips:

- Timed Practice: Simulate exam conditions by timing yourself during practice tests.

- Review Mistakes: Analyze your incorrect answers to understand where you went wrong.

Join Study Groups or Online Forums

Engaging with peers can enhance your learning experience. Consider joining:

- Local Study Groups: Connect with individuals preparing for the CPC exam in your area.
- Online Forums: Participate in online discussion groups where you can ask questions and share

resources.

Resources for AAPC CPC Exam Questions and Answers

There are numerous resources available to help you prepare for the CPC exam. Here’s a list of

valuable materials:

Books and Study Guides

Investing in the right study materials is crucial. Recommended books include:

- CPC Exam Study Guide: This comprehensive guide covers all exam topics and includes practice



questions.
- AAPC’s Official CPC Study Guide: Produced by the AAPC, this guide aligns with the exam content

outline.

Online Courses and Webinars

Many organizations offer online courses and webinars tailored to CPC exam preparation. These may

include:

- AAPC Online Training: AAPC provides a range of online courses specifically designed for CPC exam
candidates.
- Third-Party Providers: Various educational platforms offer CPC preparation courses, often including

practice questions and interactive learning tools.

Mobile Apps and Online Tools

Utilizing technology can enhance your study sessions. Consider these tools:

- AAPC’s Coder App: This app allows you to access coding guidelines and practice questions on the
go.
- Online Coding Quizzes: Numerous websites offer free coding quizzes that allow you to test your

knowledge.

Conclusion

In conclusion, understanding AAPC CPC exam questions and answers is critical for anyone preparing

for the CPC certification. By familiarizing yourself with the exam structure, practicing with sample



questions, and utilizing effective study strategies, you can significantly enhance your chances of
passing the exam. Remember to leverage the variety of resources available, including study guides,
online courses, and practice exams. With dedication and the right approach, you can achieve your

goal of becoming a certified professional coder. Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the AAPC CPC exam, and who is it for?

The AAPC CPC exam is a certification exam for medical coders, specifically those seeking to obtain
the Certified Professional Coder (CPC) credential. It is designed for individuals who code for physician

services in various healthcare settings.

How many questions are on the AAPC CPC exam?

The AAPC CPC exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions, covering various aspects of medical

coding, including CPT, ICD-10-CM, and HCPCS Level Il coding systems.

What is the passing score for the AAPC CPC exam?

The passing score for the AAPC CPC exam is 70%. Candidates must correctly answer at least 105
out of the 150 questions to pass.

How long do candidates have to complete the AAPC CPC exam?

Candidates have a total of 5 hours and 40 minutes to complete the AAPC CPC exam.

What types of questions can candidates expect on the AAPC CPC
exam?

Candidates can expect questions that assess their knowledge of medical coding guidelines, coding

conventions, and the application of codes to various clinical scenarios, including anatomy, terminology,



and reimbursement.

Are there any prerequisites for taking the AAPC CPC exam?

While there are no formal prerequisites, it is highly recommended that candidates complete a medical
coding training program or have relevant work experience in medical coding before attempting the

CPC exam.

Can candidates use coding manuals during the AAPC CPC exam?
Yes, candidates are allowed to bring official coding manuals, including the CPT, ICD-10-CM, and

HCPCS Level Il books, to the exam to assist in answering questions.

What resources are available for preparing for the AAPC CPC exam?

Candidates can utilize AAPC's official study guides, online training courses, practice exams, and local

chapter study groups as resources for exam preparation.

How often can candidates retake the AAPC CPC exam if they do not
pass?

Candidates who do not pass the AAPC CPC exam can retake it after a 30-day waiting period. There is

no limit to the number of times candidates can attempt the exam.
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