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The AA Fear Inventory Worksheet is an essential tool used by individuals in recovery from alcohol
addiction. It serves as a structured method for identifying and confronting fears that can hinder
personal growth and sobriety. By documenting fears in detail, individuals can begin to understand
their origins, recognize patterns, and take steps toward overcoming them. This article will explore
the significance of the AA Fear Inventory Worksheet, its components, and how individuals can
effectively utilize it in their recovery journey.

Understanding Fear in Recovery

Fear is a natural human emotion that can manifest in various forms, especially during recovery. It
can stem from past trauma, uncertainties about the future, or the challenges of maintaining sobriety.
Recognizing and addressing these fears is crucial for several reasons:

- Emotional Clarity: Understanding fears helps individuals gain insight into their emotional
responses and triggers.
- Behavioral Change: Addressing fears can lead to healthier coping mechanisms and choices.
- Strengthened Recovery: By confronting fears, individuals can bolster their commitment to sobriety
and personal growth.

The Role of the AA Fear Inventory Worksheet

The AA Fear Inventory Worksheet is a guided exercise designed to help individuals articulate,
analyze, and confront their fears. The worksheet typically encourages users to categorize their fears,
reflect on their impact, and identify underlying beliefs.

Components of the AA Fear Inventory Worksheet

While specific formats may vary, a typical AA Fear Inventory Worksheet includes the following
sections:

1. List of Fears: A space to write down all fears, big or small. This might include fears related to
relationships, work, health, or failure.
2. Source of Fear: Identifying where the fear originated, whether from past experiences or external
influences.
3. Impact of Fear: Reflecting on how these fears affect daily life, decisions, and overall well-being.
4. Underlying Beliefs: Exploring the beliefs that fuel these fears, such as self-doubt or societal
pressures.
5. Response to Fear: Documenting the typical reactions to these fears, whether avoidance, anxiety,
or unhealthy coping mechanisms.



6. Counteraction Strategies: Listing potential strategies to address and overcome these fears,
including positive affirmations, support from peers, or professional help.

How to Use the AA Fear Inventory Worksheet

Using the AA Fear Inventory Worksheet effectively involves several steps. Here’s a guide to walk
individuals through the process:

Step 1: Find a Quiet Space

Choose a calm environment where you can focus on your thoughts without distractions. This may be
your home, a park, or a quiet room in a community center.

Step 2: Reflect and Write

Take some time to think about your fears. Write down every fear that comes to mind without
filtering or judging. Aim for honesty and thoroughness.

Step 3: Analyze Each Fear

For each fear listed, consider the following:

- What is the source of this fear?
- How does this fear impact my life and sobriety?
- What beliefs do I hold that contribute to this fear?
- How do I typically respond when faced with this fear?

Document your reflections in the corresponding sections of the worksheet.

Step 4: Identify Patterns

Look for common themes or patterns in your fears. Are there certain triggers that elicit multiple
fears? Understanding these patterns can provide deeper insight into your emotional landscape.

Step 5: Develop Counteraction Strategies

For each fear, brainstorm actionable strategies to confront and manage it. This could include:

- Seeking support from a sponsor or therapist.



- Practicing mindfulness or meditation.
- Setting achievable goals to face fears gradually.
- Using positive self-talk to combat negative beliefs.

Step 6: Share and Discuss

Consider sharing your completed worksheet with a trusted friend, sponsor, or therapist. Discussing
your fears and insights can foster support and accountability.

Benefits of Completing the AA Fear Inventory
Worksheet

Engaging with the AA Fear Inventory Worksheet provides numerous benefits for individuals in
recovery:

- Increased Self-Awareness: Individuals gain a clearer understanding of their fears and how they
influence behaviors.
- Empowerment: Recognizing fears empowers individuals to take proactive steps in addressing them.
- Enhanced Coping Skills: Developing counteraction strategies equips individuals with tools to
manage fears effectively.
- Strengthened Support Networks: Sharing fears with peers or sponsors can foster deeper
connections and support within the recovery community.

Common Fears Addressed in the AA Fear Inventory
Worksheet

When completing the AA Fear Inventory Worksheet, individuals may find themselves confronting a
range of common fears, including:

1. Fear of Relapse: Concerns about returning to old habits and losing progress.
2. Fear of Judgment: Worries about how others perceive them, especially regarding their past
struggles with addiction.
3. Fear of Failure: Anxiety about not meeting personal or societal expectations.
4. Fear of Loneliness: Concerns about isolation during recovery or losing social connections.
5. Fear of Change: Apprehension about the changes that come with sobriety, including lifestyle
adjustments and new relationships.

Challenges in Completing the Worksheet

While the AA Fear Inventory Worksheet is a valuable tool, individuals may encounter challenges
when using it:



- Overwhelming Emotions: Confronting fears can elicit strong emotions, making it difficult to
articulate thoughts.
- Avoidance: The discomfort of facing fears may lead some individuals to avoid completing the
worksheet entirely.
- Negative Self-Talk: Individuals might struggle with self-criticism or doubt during the reflection
process.

To overcome these challenges, individuals should remember that vulnerability is a part of the
recovery journey. Seeking support from mentors or peers can also provide encouragement and
guidance.

Incorporating the AA Fear Inventory Worksheet into
Regular Practice

To maximize the benefits of the AA Fear Inventory Worksheet, individuals are encouraged to
incorporate it into their routine:

- Regular Check-Ins: Revisit the worksheet periodically to update fears and reflect on progress.
- Group Discussions: Engage in group therapy or support meetings where fears can be openly
discussed.
- Journaling: Maintain a journal to explore fears further and document personal growth.

Conclusion

The AA Fear Inventory Worksheet is a powerful resource for individuals in recovery. By
systematically identifying and addressing fears, individuals can foster greater self-awareness,
develop healthier coping mechanisms, and strengthen their commitment to sobriety. Embracing
vulnerability and sharing fears with trusted allies can create a supportive environment conducive to
healing. Ultimately, the journey through fear can lead to profound personal transformation and a
more fulfilling life in recovery.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an AA fear inventory worksheet?
An AA fear inventory worksheet is a tool used in Alcoholics Anonymous to help individuals identify
and explore their fears, which may contribute to their addiction. It encourages self-reflection and
understanding of how fear impacts behavior and recovery.

How do you fill out an AA fear inventory worksheet?
To fill out an AA fear inventory worksheet, individuals typically list their fears, categorize them (e.g.,
fear of failure, rejection), and then reflect on the impact of these fears on their lives and sobriety.



Why is a fear inventory important in recovery?
A fear inventory is important in recovery because it helps individuals confront and understand their
fears, allowing them to address underlying issues that may lead to relapse. It fosters emotional
growth and resilience.

Can the fear inventory worksheet be used outside of AA?
Yes, the fear inventory worksheet can be adapted for use outside of AA in various therapeutic or
personal development settings to help individuals understand and manage their fears.

What are common fears listed in an AA fear inventory?
Common fears in an AA fear inventory include fear of failure, fear of abandonment, fear of intimacy,
fear of success, and fear of the unknown. Each fear can be explored for its roots and effects.

How often should one complete a fear inventory worksheet?
There is no set rule, but many recommend completing a fear inventory worksheet regularly, such as
monthly or during significant life changes, to maintain awareness and address new fears as they
arise.

What steps follow after completing the fear inventory
worksheet?
After completing the fear inventory worksheet, individuals are encouraged to discuss their findings
with a sponsor, therapist, or support group, and work on action plans to manage or mitigate those
fears.

Are there any online resources for AA fear inventory
worksheets?
Yes, various AA and recovery-focused websites offer downloadable fear inventory worksheets and
guides for completion, allowing individuals to access this resource conveniently.
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