a telephone call by dorothy parker

A telephone call by Dorothy Parker captures the essence of a moment that blends humor,
wit, and the poignant reality of human relationships. Parker, a prominent figure of the early
20th century, was known for her sharp tongue and her ability to encapsulate the
complexities of love, friendship, and loneliness in her writings. This article delves into the
context of the telephone call, the themes it explores, and its significance in Parker's oeuvre.

Context of the Telephone Call

Dorothy Parker wrote "A Telephone Call" in 1928, a time when the telephone was becoming
an essential tool for communication. The story reflects the social dynamics of the Jazz Age,
a period characterized by rapid change and a burgeoning sense of modernity. The
telephone, as a symbol of connection, offers a fascinating lens through which to explore the
emotional states of the characters involved.

The Setting

The setting of "A Telephone Call" is primarily within the confines of a woman's home. The
protagonist, whose name is not revealed, is anxiously waiting for a call from a man she
desires. The intimacy of her space contrasts sharply with her feelings of isolation and
desperation.

- Interior Space: The woman'’s apartment reflects her inner turmoil with its chaotic
atmosphere.

- Time Period: The late 1920s was marked by changing social norms, particularly
concerning gender roles and relationships.

Character Analysis

The main character is a representation of women in the 1920s, caught between traditional
expectations and modern desires.

1. The Protagonist:
- She is portrayed as a complex character filled with hope and anxiety.
- Her emotional state shifts from optimism to despair as she waits for the phone to ring.

2. The Man:
- Although he is never named, his character looms large over the narrative.
- He symbolizes the uncertainty of romantic relationships during this era.



Thematic Exploration

Parker’s ability to weave intricate themes into her narratives is evident in "A Telephone
Call." The story explores several key themes:

Desire and Anxiety

The protagonist's longing for the phone call serves as a metaphor for her desire for love
and validation.

- Emotional Turmoil: As she waits, her thoughts oscillate between hope and despair.

- The Nature of Waiting: The act of waiting becomes a central element, illustrating the
tension between desire and reality.

Isolation and Connection

While the telephone is meant to connect people, it also highlights the isolation felt by the
protagonist.

- Physical vs. Emotional Connection: The woman longs for a connection that the mere act of
a phone call cannot fulfill.

- Social Commentary: Parker critiques the superficial nature of communication in modern
relationships.

Gender Dynamics

The story reflects the societal expectations placed on women in the 1920s.
- Agency: The protagonist's situation underscores the limited agency women had over their
romantic lives.

- Expectations: Parker highlights the pressures women faced to secure love and approval
from men.

Literary Techniques

Parker employs several literary techniques to enhance the emotional impact of "A
Telephone Call."

Stream of Consciousness



The narrative employs a stream of consciousness style, allowing readers to experience the
protagonist's thoughts in real-time.

- Inner Monologue: This technique immerses the reader in her anxiety, illustrating how
thoughts can spiral in moments of vulnerability.

- Fragmentation: The fragmented nature of her thoughts reflects her chaotic emotional
state.

Imagery and Symbolism

Imagery plays a crucial role in conveying the protagonist's feelings.

- Telephone as a Symbol: The telephone represents both hope and despair, symbolizing the
duality of connection and isolation.

- Domestic Space: The cluttered apartment serves as a metaphor for her emotional state,
filled with longing yet devoid of fulfillment.

Impact and Legacy

"A Telephone Call" remains a poignant exploration of desire, connection, and the
complexities of modern relationships. Its relevance continues to resonate today, as themes
of anxiety and longing are universal experiences.

Influence on Contemporary Literature

Parker's work has influenced numerous writers, particularly those exploring themes of
feminism and modernity.

- Feminist Literature: Her exploration of women's experiences in a patriarchal society paved
the way for future feminist writers.
- Modernist Techniques: Parker's use of stream of consciousness and fragmented narratives
has inspired contemporary authors.

Cultural Relevance

The themes presented in "A Telephone Call" are timeless, reflecting ongoing struggles with
communication and connection in an increasingly digital world.

- Modern Communication: In an era dominated by texts and social media, the story invites
readers to reflect on the quality of their connections.

- Mental Health: The exploration of anxiety and isolation echoes current conversations
about mental health and the human experience.



Conclusion

In "A Telephone Call," Dorothy Parker masterfully captures the essence of human longing,
the complexities of communication, and the emotional landscape of relationships. Through
her sharp wit and poignant observations, she presents a narrative that resonates with
readers across generations. The telephone call, both a literal and metaphorical act, serves
as a powerful reminder of our innate desire for connection, as well as the heartache that
often accompanies it. Parker's legacy as a literary giant endures, inviting us to engage with
her work and the themes she so eloquently explored.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Telephone Call' by
Dorothy Parker?

The main theme revolves around anxiety and the longing for communication, illustrating
the emotional turmoil and vulnerability that comes with waiting for a phone call from a
romantic interest.

How does Dorothy Parker use language to convey
emotion in 'A Telephone Call'?

Parker employs vivid imagery and poignant metaphors to express the protagonist's anxiety
and desperation, creating an intense emotional landscape that resonates with readers.

What literary devices are prominent in ‘A Telephone
Call'?

Prominent literary devices include stream of consciousness, repetition, and irony, which
enhance the portrayal of the speaker's inner thoughts and feelings while waiting for the
call.

In what way does 'A Telephone Call' reflect the social
norms of the 1920s?

The poem reflects the social norms of the 1920s by highlighting the expectations of
romantic relationships, particularly the anxieties faced by women regarding communication
and intimacy in a changing society.

What is the significance of the telephone as a symbol in
the poem?

The telephone symbolizes both connection and isolation, representing the potential for
communication while simultaneously emphasizing the emotional distance and uncertainty



experienced by the speaker.

How does the structure of 'A Telephone Call' contribute
to its meaning?

The poem's structure, characterized by short lines and a rhythmic flow, mirrors the
speaker's restless thoughts and escalating anxiety, effectively conveying the tension of
waiting.

What emotions does the speaker experience during the
wait for the call?

The speaker experiences a range of emotions, including hope, despair, frustration, and self-
doubt, reflecting the complexity of human feelings tied to love and communication.

How does Parker's use of irony enhance the poem's
impact?

Parker's use of irony highlights the disparity between the speaker's expectations and
reality, emphasizing the often humorous yet painful absurdity of romantic longing and the
unpredictability of relationships.
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