A SEARCH FOR THE LIBERAL COLLEGE THE BEGINNING OF THE ST
JOHNS PROGRAM

A SEARCH FOR THE LIBERAL COLLEGE: THE BEGINNING OF THE ST. JOHN'S PROGRAM

THE PURSUIT OF A LIBERAL EDUCATION HAS LONG BEEN A CORNERSTONE OF HIGHER LEARNING, EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF
CRITICAL THINKING, BROAD KNOWLEDGE, AND THE ABILITY TO ENGAGE WITH DIVERSE IDEAS. IN THE UNITED STATES, ONE
INSTITUTION STANDS OUT FOR ITS UNIQUE APPROACH TO LIBERAL EDUCATION: ST.JOHNIS COLLEGE. THIS ARTICLE DELVES
INTO THE ORIGINS OF ST.JOHN’S PROGRAM/ EXPLORING ITS PHILOSOPHY, CURRICULUM, AND THE TRANSFORMATIVE IMPACT IT
AIMS TO HAVE ON STUDENTS.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF LIBERAL EDUCATION AT ST. JoHN's COLLEGE

AT THE HEART OF ST.JOHNIS COLLEGE LIES A COMMITMENT TO THE IDEALS OF LIBERAL EDUCATION. THIS EDUCATIONAL
PHILOSOPHY IS GROUNDED IN SEVERAL KEY PRINCIPLES:

- CRITICAL THINKING: THE ABILITY TO ANALYZE ARGUMENTS, IDENTIFY ASSUMPTIONS, AND EVALUATE EVIDENCE IS CENTRAL TO
LIBERAL EDUCATION. ST.JOHN/S PRIORITIZES THIS SKILL IN ALL COURSES.

- INTERDISCIPLINARY LEARNING: THE INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF KNOWLEDGE IS EMPHASIZED, ENCOURAGING STUDENTS TO DRAW
CONNECTIONS ACROSS DISCIPLINES SUCH AS PHILOSOPHY, LITERATURE, MATHEMATICS, AND SCIENCE.

- THE GREAT BoOkS: THE CURRICULUM AT ST.JOHN,S IS BASED ON A CAREFUL SELECTION OF CLASSICAL TEXTS THAT HAVE
SHAPED WESTERN THOUGHT, PROVIDING STUDENTS WITH A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF HISTORICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL
CONTEXTS.

THe HisToricAL CONTEXT oF LIBERAL EDUCATION IN AMERICA

THE ROOTS OF LIBERAL EDUCATION IN AMERICA CAN BE TRACED BACK TO THE EARLY COLONIAL COLLEGES, WHICH WERE
ESTABLISHED WITH THE INTENTION OF PROMOTING MORAL AND INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT. BY THE 19TH CENTURY, THE
FOCUS BEGAN SHIFTING, WITH MANY INSTITUTIONS ADOPTING A MORE VOCATIONAL APPROACH. ST.JOHN/S COLLEGE, FOUNDED
IN 1696 IN ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND, SOUGHT TO RESIST THIS TREND AND REAFFIRM THE VALUES OF LIBERAL EDUCATION.

- FOUNDATIONAL YEARS: INITIALLY ESTABLISHED AS KING W/ILLIAM'S SCHOOL, ST. JOHN'S EVOLVED INTO A COLLEGE THAT
EMPHASIZED A CLASSICAL CURRICULUM.

- THe GReAT Books ProGrAM: IN THE 1930s, THE COLLEGE REDEFINED ITS CURRICULUM TO FOCUS ON THE GREAT Books OF
THE WESTERN TRADITION, A DECISION THAT WOULD SHAPE ITS EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY FOR DECADES TO COME.

THE BEGINNING OF THE ST. JOHN'S PROGRAM

THE ST. JOHN'S PROGRAM, ROOTED IN THE LIBERAL EDUCATION TRADITION, WAS FORMALLY ESTABLISHED IN THE 1930s,
MARKING A SIGNIFICANT MOMENT IN THE COLLEGE'S HISTORY. THIS PROGRAM WAS DESIGNED TO CHALLENGE STUDENTS
INTELLECTUALLY AND ENCOURAGE THEM TO ENGAGE WITH LIFE'S FUNDAMENT AL QUESTIONS.



