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A Savage War of Peace: Algeria 1954-1962 by Alistair Horne provides a comprehensive
analysis of one of the most significant conflicts in the 20th century. This war, fought between the
Algerian National Liberation Front (FLN) and French colonial forces, not only highlights the struggle
for independence but also underscores the complexities of colonialism, nationalism, and the brutal
consequences of war. Alistair Horne, a notable historian and journalist, meticulously chronicles this
tumultuous period, shedding light on the sociopolitical dynamics that shaped modern Algeria and the
broader implications for post-colonial nations.

Historical Context

The roots of the Algerian War of Independence can be traced back to the colonization of Algeria by
France in 1830. Over the course of 130 years, Algeria was subjected to severe social, economic, and
political oppression, leading to growing resentment among the Algerian populace.

Colonial Rule and Its Consequences

The French administration imposed a system that favored European settlers, known as "pied-noirs,"
over the indigenous Algerians. The repercussions of this colonial rule included:

e Displacement of native populations from fertile lands.

e Suppression of Algerian culture, language, and identity.

e Economic exploitation that favored French interests.

These injustices laid the groundwork for the emergence of nationalist sentiments and the eventual
formation of the FLN, which sought to unify various factions against colonial rule.

The Outbreak of War

The Algerian War officially began on November 1, 1954, marked by a series of coordinated attacks
by the FLN on military and civilian targets. This event is often referred to as the "Toussaint Rouge"
or "Red All Saints' Day."



Initial Stages of the Conflict

In the early months of the conflict, the FLN employed guerrilla tactics, aiming to weaken French
military presence and gain popular support. Their strategy involved:

1. Targeting French military installations.

2. Conducting propaganda campaigns to garner local and international support.

3. Establishing a parallel government to organize resistance efforts.

The French response was swift and brutal, leading to escalating violence on both sides.

French Military Strategy

The French government, under Prime Minister Pierre Mendes-France, initially underestimated the
FLN's resolve and capability. As the war progressed, however, the French military adopted
increasingly aggressive tactics.

Counterinsurgency Operations

The French military implemented a series of counterinsurgency strategies aimed at dismantling the
FLN's infrastructure:

e Massive military deployments to Algeria, including the introduction of paratroopers and
special forces.

e Widespread use of torture and extrajudicial killings to extract information and intimidate the
population.

e Creation of a network of fortified military bases and "strategic hamlets" to isolate insurgents.

These methods, while effective in the short term, fueled resentment and further radicalized the
Algerian population.

The Role of International Politics

The Algerian War did not occur in isolation; it was deeply intertwined with the global context of
decolonization. As the post-World War II era unfolded, many colonies sought independence, and



Algeria's struggle became emblematic of this broader movement.

The Cold War Influence

During the Algerian War, both the United States and the Soviet Union were closely monitoring the
situation. The FLN received support from various countries, including:

1. Egypt, which provided military training and logistical support.

2. Cuba, which offered moral and political backing.

3. Eastern Bloc nations, which supplied arms and resources to the FLN.

Conversely, France sought to maintain its influence in North Africa and leveraged its ties with NATO
allies, particularly the United States, to counteract the FLN’s growing international support.

The Turning Point

As the war dragged on, the brutality of the conflict began to attract global attention. International
condemnation of French tactics intensified, leading to significant political pressure on the French
government.

The Evian Accords

The turning point came in 1961 when negotiations began between the French government and the
FLN, culminating in the Evian Accords in March 1962. These accords marked a significant
achievement for the FLN and a recognition of Algerian sovereignty.

Key provisions of the Evian Accords included:

e A ceasefire between French forces and the FLN.
e Provisions for a referendum on Algerian self-determination.

e Guarantees for the rights of the French settlers remaining in Algeria.

The referendum held on July 1, 1962, overwhelmingly favored independence, leading to Algeria
officially becoming a sovereign nation on July 5, 1962.



Aftermath and Legacy

The Algerian War left a profound legacy, both within Algeria and in the broader context of
decolonization. The brutal nature of the conflict raised questions about the morality of colonialism
and the lengths to which nations would go to maintain control.

Impact on Algeria

Algeria emerged from the war scarred but determined to forge its own identity. The new
government, led by the FLN, faced numerous challenges, including:

¢ Rebuilding a war-torn economy.

e Addressing social divisions exacerbated by years of conflict.

e Establishing a national identity amidst a diverse cultural landscape.

The legacy of the war also influenced future generations, inspiring anti-colonial movements across
Africa and beyond.

Global Implications

The Algerian War served as a catalyst for other liberation movements worldwide. It highlighted the
effectiveness of guerrilla warfare and the importance of international solidarity in the fight against
colonial oppression.

The conflict also raised critical discussions around human rights and the conduct of war, influencing
international law and humanitarian norms in subsequent decades.

Conclusion

A Savage War of Peace: Algeria 1954-1962 by Alistair Horne is an essential read for anyone
seeking to understand the complexities of colonialism, nationalism, and the human cost of war.
Horne's thorough research and vivid storytelling provide invaluable insights into a pivotal moment in
history, reminding us of the enduring struggles for independence and the quest for justice in the
face of oppression. As Algeria continues to navigate its post-colonial identity, the lessons drawn from
this savage war remain relevant, echoing the ongoing fight for dignity and freedom across the globe.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of ‘A Savage War of Peace: Algeria
1954-1962' by Alistair Horne?

The book provides a detailed account of the Algerian War of Independence, exploring the complex
political, social, and military aspects of the conflict between Algerian nationalists and French
colonial forces.

How does Alistair Horne portray the impact of the Algerian
War on French society?

Horne illustrates the deep divisions and moral dilemmas faced by French society during the war,
highlighting the debates over colonialism and the human cost of the conflict.

What unique perspective does Horne offer in his analysis of
the Algerian War?

Horne combines historical narrative with in-depth interviews and firsthand accounts, providing a
nuanced perspective that captures both the brutality of the war and the resilience of the Algerian
people.

Why is 'A Savage War of Peace' considered a significant work
in post-colonial studies?

The book is significant for its detailed examination of the consequences of colonialism and the
struggle for national identity, serving as a critical resource for understanding post-colonial theory
and history.

What are some key themes explored in Horne's book?

Key themes include violence and counter-violence, the role of nationalism, the psychological effects
of war, and the complexities of decolonization.

How does Horne address the issue of torture during the
Algerian War?

Horne does not shy away from discussing the use of torture by French forces, presenting it as a
controversial and morally ambiguous aspect of the war that had lasting implications for both Algeria
and France.

What is the historical significance of the Algerian War as
presented by Horne?

Horne emphasizes the war's role in shaping anti-colonial movements worldwide and its influence on



subsequent conflicts, marking it as a pivotal moment in the decline of European colonialism.
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