
a raisin in the sun questions and answers
A Raisin in the Sun Questions and Answers is a topic that delves into the themes, characters,
and significant events of Lorraine Hansberry's groundbreaking play. First performed in 1959, this
drama explores the struggles of a Black family in Chicago as they pursue their dreams amidst societal
challenges and racial discrimination. In this article, we will provide answers to some of the most
common questions surrounding the play, offering insight into its rich narrative and enduring
relevance.

Overview of A Raisin in the Sun

Before diving into specific questions and answers, it’s essential to provide a brief overview of the play.
The story centers around the Younger family, who are waiting for a $10,000 insurance check following
the death of the family patriarch, Big Walter. Each member of the family has different dreams for how
to use this money, which creates tension and conflict throughout the play. The primary characters
include:

- Lena Younger (Mama): The matriarch of the family, who dreams of buying a house and providing a
better life for her children.
- Walter Lee Younger: Lena's son, who aspires to invest in a liquor store to achieve financial
independence.
- Beneatha Younger: Walter’s sister, who is pursuing a medical degree and struggles with her identity
and cultural heritage.
- Ruth Younger: Walter’s wife, who is weary of their current living conditions and the stresses of life.
- Travis Younger: Walter and Ruth's young son, who represents the next generation's hopes and
dreams.

Common Questions About A Raisin in the Sun

1. What are the central themes of A Raisin in the Sun?

The play addresses several significant themes, including:

- Dreams and Aspirations: Each character has a unique dream, highlighting the diversity of aspirations
within the African American community.
- Racial Discrimination: The family's struggle against systemic racism is a constant obstacle,
particularly in their desire to move into a predominantly white neighborhood.
- Family and Identity: The dynamics within the Younger family illustrate the complexities of familial
relationships and the search for personal identity.
- Gender Roles: The play explores traditional gender expectations, particularly through the characters
of Walter and Beneatha.



2. What is the significance of the title, A Raisin in the Sun?

The title is derived from the poem "Harlem" by Langston Hughes, which poses the question, "What
happens to a dream deferred? Does it dry up like a raisin in the sun?" This metaphor captures the
essence of the play, as it suggests that unfulfilled dreams can wither and lead to despair. The title
reflects the struggles of the Younger family as they confront obstacles that threaten to derail their
aspirations.

3. How does the setting influence the play?

The setting of A Raisin in the Sun is primarily the Younger family's cramped apartment in Chicago's
South Side during the 1950s. This environment shapes the characters’ experiences and interactions:

- Economic Struggle: The family's living conditions reflect their financial hardships and the broader
economic challenges faced by many African Americans during this era.
- Cultural Context: The South Side serves as a backdrop for the exploration of African American
culture, identity, and community.

The apartment itself is a symbol of both confinement and aspiration, representing the family's desire
for a better life while also embodying their current struggles.

4. What role does money play in the play?

Money is a central theme in A Raisin in the Sun, serving as both a source of hope and conflict. The
impending arrival of the insurance check creates tension within the family, as each member has
different ideas about how to use the money:

- Walter's Dream: Walter sees the money as a means to invest in a liquor store, believing it will
provide financial freedom for himself and his family.
- Mama's Vision: Mama wants to use the money to buy a house, symbolizing stability and a better
future for her family.
- Beneatha's Education: Beneatha is focused on using the funds for her medical school tuition,
reflecting her ambition and desire for independence.

Ultimately, the struggle for money reveals deeper issues related to dignity, pride, and the American
Dream.

5. How does A Raisin in the Sun address the theme of
identity?

Identity is a critical theme explored through Beneatha’s character, who grapples with her cultural
heritage and personal beliefs. Her journey reflects the broader quest for identity among African
Americans in a society that often marginalizes them. Key aspects include:



- Cultural Heritage: Beneatha experiments with her identity, exploring African culture and rejecting
the assimilationist views of her peers.
- Gender Identity: Beneatha's aspirations challenge traditional gender roles, as she seeks to break
free from societal expectations placed on women.

The interplay of these identity struggles highlights the complexity of finding one’s place in a world
marked by racial and gender discrimination.

Character Analysis

1. Walter Lee Younger

Walter is perhaps the most complex character in the play. His desperation for financial success drives
many of the play's conflicts. He embodies the struggle for the American Dream but also represents
the disillusionment that can accompany such aspirations. Walter’s evolution throughout the play,
particularly his realization of what is truly important—family and dignity—marks a significant turning
point.

2. Beneatha Younger

Beneatha serves as a progressive voice in the play, challenging traditional values and seeking her
own identity. Her ambition to become a doctor symbolizes hope and resistance against societal
constraints. Her character raises critical questions about gender roles and cultural identity, making
her a pivotal figure in the narrative.

3. Lena Younger (Mama)

Mama is the moral center of the play, embodying strength, love, and resilience. Her dream of a house
represents not only physical space but also the aspiration for family unity and stability. Mama’s
character highlights the importance of heritage and the sacrifices made for future generations.

4. Ruth Younger

Ruth is often portrayed as weary and pragmatic, reflecting the struggles faced by many women of her
time. Her character illustrates the emotional toll of poverty and the complexities of marriage. Ruth's
eventual decision to support her family's dreams signifies her growth and commitment to their future.



Conclusion

A Raisin in the Sun remains a powerful exploration of dreams, identity, and the struggles faced by
African American families. The questions and answers discussed in this article provide a deeper
understanding of the play's themes and characters, highlighting its relevance even today. Lorraine
Hansberry's work continues to resonate, encouraging audiences to reflect on their own dreams and
the societal barriers that may impede them. As we engage with the play, we are reminded of the
importance of hope, resilience, and the enduring quest for a better life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'A Raisin in the Sun'?
The main themes include the struggle for dreams, racial discrimination, family dynamics, and the
quest for identity.

How does the character of Walter Lee Younger represent the
aspiration and frustrations of African Americans?
Walter Lee Younger embodies the struggle for economic success and personal dignity, reflecting the
limited opportunities available to African Americans in the 1950s.

What role does the insurance check play in the plot of 'A
Raisin in the Sun'?
The insurance check symbolizes hope and potential for a better future, but it also becomes a source
of conflict as each family member has different dreams and plans for the money.

How does Lorraine Hansberry use the setting to enhance the
story?
The cramped Chicago apartment serves as a microcosm of the family's struggles and dreams,
illustrating both their aspirations and the limitations imposed by their socio-economic status.

What is Beneatha's dream and how does it differ from the
dreams of other characters?
Beneatha dreams of becoming a doctor, which contrasts with the more traditional aspirations of her
brother Walter and mother Lena, highlighting generational differences and evolving roles for women.

In what ways does 'A Raisin in the Sun' address the concept of
identity?
The play explores identity through the characters' struggles with their cultural heritage, personal



aspirations, and societal expectations, particularly through Beneatha's journey to define her own
identity.
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