
a raisin in the sun crossword puzzle answer
key
A Raisin in the Sun crossword puzzle answer key is an essential tool for anyone looking to
enhance their understanding of Lorraine Hansberry's seminal play. This literary work, first
performed in 1959, captures the struggles of an African American family in Chicago's South Side as
they dream of a better life. The crossword puzzle associated with the play can be a fun and engaging
way to explore its themes, characters, and significant quotes. In this article, we will delve into the
key elements of the play that often appear in crossword puzzles, providing an answer key and
insights into the characters, themes, and important symbols.

Understanding the Context of A Raisin in the Sun

Before getting into the crossword puzzle answer key, it's crucial to understand the context of "A
Raisin in the Sun." The play revolves around the Younger family, who are waiting for a $10,000
insurance check following the death of the father, Big Walter. Each family member has dreams of
how to use the money, leading to conflict and ultimately a deeper understanding of their aspirations
and identity.

Key Characters

The play features several essential characters, each representing different facets of African
American life and aspirations. Here are the main characters that crossword puzzles may reference:

1. Lena Younger (Mama): The matriarch of the family who dreams of buying a house.
2. Walter Lee Younger: Mama's son, who desires to invest in a liquor store to achieve financial
independence.
3. Beneatha Younger: Walter's sister, who aspires to become a doctor and struggles with her cultural
identity.
4. Travis Younger: Walter and Ruth's son, representing the hopes of the next generation.
5. Ruth Younger: Walter's wife, who is weary of her life but cares deeply for her family.
6. Bobo: Walter's friend, who is involved in the liquor store investment.
7. Mr. Lindner: A representative from the white neighborhood who attempts to persuade the
Youngers not to move in.

Themes to Explore

In "A Raisin in the Sun," various themes are explored, making them common entries in crossword
puzzles:

- Dreams and Aspirations: Each character has their dreams, which highlights the struggle for
identity and success.



- Racism and Discrimination: The family's experiences reflect the societal challenges they face.
- Family and Unity: The play emphasizes the importance of family bonds and support through
adversity.
- Identity and Culture: Beneatha's struggle with her heritage showcases the quest for personal and
cultural identity.

Common Crossword Clue Types

When tackling a crossword puzzle based on "A Raisin in the Sun," you might encounter various clue
types. Here are some common ones that relate to the play:

Character-Based Clues

- "Mama's dream": The answer is likely house.
- "Walter's liquor store partner": The answer is Bobo.
- "Beneatha's profession": The answer is doctor.

Theme-Based Clues

- "What happens to dreams deferred?": The answer is raisin.
- "Walter's desire for wealth": The answer is money.

Setting-Based Clues

- "The city where the Younger family lives": The answer is Chicago.
- "The neighborhood they aspire to move into": The answer could be Clybourne Park.

Answer Key for A Raisin in the Sun Crossword Puzzle

Here’s a sample answer key that can serve as a reference for some common crossword clues related
to "A Raisin in the Sun":

Mama - Lena Younger1.

Walter - Walter Lee Younger2.

Beneatha - Beneatha Younger3.

Travis - Travis Younger4.



Ruth - Ruth Younger5.

Bobo - Walter's friend6.

Lindner - Mr. Lindner7.

House - Mama's dream8.

Doctor - Beneatha's aspiration9.

Liquor store - Walter's business idea10.

Raisin - Dreams deferred11.

Chicago - Setting of the play12.

Clybourne Park - Neighborhood they want to move to13.

Why Crossword Puzzles Are Useful for Literature Study

Crossword puzzles can be a valuable educational tool for students and literature enthusiasts. Here’s
why:

- Engagement: Puzzles provide an interactive way to engage with the text and its themes.
- Memory Retention: Solving puzzles can enhance memory retention, helping to remember character
names and plot points.
- Critical Thinking: Crossword puzzles require critical thinking and problem-solving, skills that are
beneficial in literary analysis.
- Fun Learning: They offer a fun and competitive way to learn about literature, making it accessible
to a wider audience.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the A Raisin in the Sun crossword puzzle answer key is an excellent resource for
anyone looking to deepen their understanding of this iconic play. By exploring the characters,
themes, and significant moments through crossword clues, learners can engage with Lorraine
Hansberry’s work in a creative and memorable way. Whether for educational purposes or personal
enjoyment, these puzzles help illuminate the powerful messages embedded in the story of the
Younger family. As you work through the clues, take a moment to reflect on the profound impact of
their dreams and struggles, which resonate beyond the pages of the play.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the key theme of 'A Raisin in the Sun' that might be a
crossword clue?
dream

Which character in 'A Raisin in the Sun' is often associated
with the word 'pride'?
beneatha

What is the name of the family's apartment building in 'A
Raisin in the Sun'?
clybourne park

Which character in the play is the head of the family?
lorraine hansberry

What significant event does the family await in 'A Raisin in the
Sun'?
insurance check

What does the character Walter Lee Younger aspire to
become?
businessman

What is the relationship between Ruth and Walter in the play?
married

Which character expresses the desire to become a doctor?
beneatha

What is the main conflict in 'A Raisin in the Sun' regarding
the family's future?
racial discrimination
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