a proud taste for scarlet and miniver
el konigsburg

A Proud Taste for Scarlet and Miniver is a historical novel by the celebrated
author and illustrator, E.L. Konigsburg. Known for her ability to weave
intricate narratives that blend history with engaging characters,
Konigsburg's work has captivated readers for decades. This novel is no
exception, as it transports readers to the medieval world of England,
exploring themes of ambition, royalty, and the quest for identity. In this
article, we will delve into the key elements of the novel, the historical
context, character analysis, and its lasting impact on readers and
literature.

Overview of the Novel

Published in 1973, A Proud Taste for Scarlet and Miniver is set against the
backdrop of the 12th century, during a time of political intrigue and social
upheaval. The story revolves around the life of Eleanor of Aquitaine, one of
the most powerful and fascinating figures in medieval history. Konigsburg's
narrative is rich with historical detail, but it also includes elements of
fantasy, as Eleanor interacts with various historical figures and
contemplates her life choices.

Plot Summary

The novel opens with Eleanor reflecting on her life, her marriages, and her
role as a queen. It presents a unique blend of Eleanor's past experiences
with her present reality, allowing readers to witness her struggles and
triumphs. The narrative is structured around the following key events:

1. Eleanor's Early Life: The story begins with Eleanor's upbringing in
Aquitaine, a region known for its wealth and culture. Her early years are
marked by her family's political ambitions and the expectations placed upon
her as a noblewoman.

2. Marriage to Louis VII: Eleanor's first marriage to Louis VII of France is
depicted as a tumultuous union. The political implications of their marriage
and the resulting tensions are explored in depth.

3. Marriage to Henry II: The narrative shifts to Eleanor's second marriage to
Henry II of England, which proves to be both a partnership and a
battleground. The dynamics of their relationship, including Eleanor's role as
a mother to their children, are intricately portrayed.



4. Political Intrigue: The novel details Eleanor's involvement in the
politics of the time, including her support for her sons in their rebellions
against Henry II, which showcases her strength and determination.

5. Legacy: The story culminates in reflections on Eleanor's legacy, her
impact on history, and the enduring nature of her spirit.

Historical Context

To fully appreciate A Proud Taste for Scarlet and Miniver, it is essential to
understand the historical context in which it is set. The 12th century was a
period of significant political and social change in Europe, characterized
by:

- The Growth of Monarchical Power: The rise of powerful monarchs, such as
Henry II, who expanded their territories and influence.

- Feudalism: The social structure of feudalism dominated this era, where land
was held in exchange for loyalty and service.

- Religious Influence: The Church played a critical role in political
matters, often influencing the decisions of kings and queens.

Eleanor of Aquitaine was a pivotal figure in this context. As a queen consort
of both France and England, she was instrumental in shaping the political
landscape of her time. Her marriages and maternal relationships were not
merely personal but were deeply intertwined with the power struggles of the
era.

Character Analysis

Konigsburg’s portrayal of Eleanor is multifaceted, showcasing her as a
dynamic character defined by her intelligence, ambition, and resilience.
Below are key aspects of her character and other significant figures in the
novel:

Eleanor of Aquitaine

- Strength and Independence: Eleanor is depicted as a woman who defies the
limitations imposed by her gender. Her political acumen and willingness to
take risks demonstrate her strength.

- Complex Relationships: The complexity of her relationships with her
husbands and children highlights her emotional depth. Eleanor’s love for her
sons and her conflicts with Henry II reflect the struggles of a woman caught
in a patriarchal society.

- Legacy of Power: Eleanor's legacy is portrayed as one of resilience.
Despite her challenges, she remains a powerful figure whose influence extends



beyond her lifetime.

Henry II

- Ambitious and Ruthless: Henry II is presented as a formidable king whose
ambition often clashes with Eleanor's own ambitions. His character embodies
the conflict between personal desires and political responsibilities.

- Flawed but Charismatic: The novel depicts Henry as a charismatic leader who
is also deeply flawed. His complexities make him a compelling character, as
he navigates the treacherous waters of power and family dynamics.

Other Notable Characters

- Louis VII: Eleanor’s first husband, whose more passive nature contrasts
sharply with Henry’s assertiveness. His character serves to highlight
Eleanor’s need for agency.

- Eleanor’s Sons: The relationships between Eleanor and her children,
particularly Richard and John, illustrate the themes of loyalty and rebellion
that permeate the novel.

Thematic Exploration

Konigsburg's novel delves into several themes that resonate throughout the
story:

Power and Ambition

The pursuit of power is a central theme, as Eleanor navigates the treacherous
waters of monarchy. Her ambitions drive the narrative, raising questions
about the cost of power and the sacrifices made along the way.

Gender Roles and Identity

Eleanor’s journey challenges the traditional gender roles of her time. The
novel explores her struggle for identity as a powerful woman in a male-
dominated society, ultimately celebrating her strength and resilience.

Family and Loyalty



The dynamics between Eleanor and her family highlight the complexities of
loyalty. The conflicts between her loyalties to her husband, her children,
and her own aspirations create a rich tapestry of emotional struggles.

Impact and Legacy

A Proud Taste for Scarlet and Miniver has left a lasting impact on readers
and literature, particularly in how it presents historical figures in a
relatable manner. Konigsburg’s ability to blend fact with fiction allows
readers to connect with historical events on a personal level. The novel has
been praised for:

- Encouraging Historical Interest: By bringing Eleanor’s story to life, the
novel inspires interest in medieval history and the complexities of its
figures.

- Promoting Strong Female Characters: Eleanor’s portrayal as a strong,
complex woman has resonated with readers, paving the way for more diverse
representations of women in literature.

- Educational Value: The historical accuracy intertwined with the narrative
provides educational value, making it a valuable resource for young readers
and educators alike.

Conclusion

In conclusion, A Proud Taste for Scarlet and Miniver by E.L. Konigsburg is a
masterful exploration of a pivotal historical figure, Eleanor of Aquitaine.
Through her engaging storytelling, Konigsburg invites readers into a world of
ambition, power, and the intricate dynamics of family. The novel not only
entertains but also educates, leaving an indelible mark on the landscape of
children's literature. As readers journey through Eleanor’s life, they are
reminded of the enduring strength of women throughout history and the
complexities of the human experience. This timeless narrative continues to
inspire new generations, making it a classic in the realm of historical
fiction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'A Proud Taste
for Scarlet and Miniver'?

The main themes include the nature of power and royalty, the complexities of
historical identity, and the struggle between personal desire and public
duty.



Who is the central character in 'A Proud Taste for
Scarlet and Miniver' and what is her significance?

The central character is Eleanor of Aquitaine, a powerful and influential
qgueen. Her significance lies in her role as a strong female figure in
history, navigating the complexities of love, politics, and her legacy.

How does El Konigsburg blend historical fiction with
educational elements in the book?

E1l Konigsburg incorporates rich historical details and characterizations that
educate readers about medieval politics and society while crafting an
engaging narrative that appeals to young readers.

What literary techniques does El Konigsburg use to
bring Eleanor's character to life?

E1l Konigsburg uses vivid imagery, sharp dialogue, and an introspective
narrative style to develop Eleanor's character, allowing readers to
experience her thoughts, emotions, and motivations deeply.

What impact has 'A Proud Taste for Scarlet and
Miniver' had on young adult historical fiction?

The book has inspired a generation of readers by providing a strong female
protagonist in a historical context, encouraging interest in both history and
literature, and setting a precedent for well-researched, character-driven
historical fiction.
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