
a jury of her peers susan glaspell

a jury of her peers susan glaspell is a seminal short story that explores themes of gender roles, justice,

and empathy within early 20th-century American society. Written by Susan Glaspell, the story is based

on a real-life murder case and highlights the subtle but powerful solidarity among women. This literary

work is often studied for its feminist perspective and its critique of the patriarchal legal system. The

narrative centers on two women who uncover the emotional and psychological circumstances that led

to a crime, offering a unique lens on justice and moral judgment. This article will delve into the

historical context, plot summary, thematic analysis, character study, and the story’s relevance in

contemporary discussions on gender and law. Understanding a jury of her peers susan glaspell

provides valuable insight into early feminist literature and the social dynamics of the time.
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Historical Context of "A Jury of Her Peers"

"A jury of her peers susan glaspell" was published in 1917 during a period of significant social change



in the United States. The early 20th century saw the rise of the women’s suffrage movement and

increased awareness of women’s rights and social roles. Susan Glaspell, a playwright and journalist,

drew inspiration from her experience covering a real murder trial in Iowa. This era was characterized

by a male-dominated legal and political system that often marginalized women’s voices, especially in

matters concerning domestic life and morality. The story reflects these societal tensions by focusing on

how women perceive justice differently from men, especially in the private sphere of home and family.

Plot Summary and Analysis

"A jury of her peers susan glaspell" unfolds as two women, Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters, accompany

their husbands to the isolated farmhouse of Mrs. Wright, who has been accused of murdering her

husband. While the men search for tangible evidence, the women discover subtle clues in the

domestic space that reveal Mrs. Wright’s emotional suffering and isolation. Through their observations

of the household, they piece together the psychological abuse and loneliness that may have driven her

to commit the crime. The story culminates in the women’s silent decision to conceal the evidence,

effectively becoming “a jury of her peers” by rendering their own form of justice based on empathy

and shared experience.

Key Plot Points

Arrival at the Wright farmhouse to investigate the murder

Men dismiss the woman’s domestic observations as insignificant

Women find a broken birdcage and a dead canary, symbols of Mrs. Wright’s trapped existence

Recognition of Mrs. Wright’s loneliness and emotional turmoil

Decision to hide the evidence to protect Mrs. Wright from legal punishment



Themes and Symbolism

The story is rich with themes that interrogate gender roles, justice, and empathy. Central to the

narrative is the theme of female solidarity and the idea that women, through shared experiences,

understand each other in ways men cannot. The title itself plays on the notion of a “jury” to suggest

an alternative form of justice beyond the legal system. Symbolism is prevalent throughout, with

household items representing deeper emotional states.

Major Themes

Gender Roles: Exploration of societal expectations imposed on women and their impact.

Justice and Morality: Contrast between legal justice and moral justice based on empathy.

Isolation and Oppression: Mrs. Wright’s isolation symbolizes the emotional oppression of women

in patriarchal society.

Female Solidarity: The bond and understanding between Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters highlight

women’s shared experiences.

Symbolism

The broken birdcage and dead canary are pivotal symbols in "a jury of her peers susan glaspell",

representing Mrs. Wright’s lost happiness and stifled spirit. The unfinished quilting that the women

notice symbolizes the incomplete and disrupted life Mrs. Wright has endured. These domestic objects

convey the emotional weight of Mrs. Wright’s existence beyond words.



Character Examination

The characters in "a jury of her peers susan glaspell" are carefully crafted to represent different

perspectives on gender and justice. Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters, the two women protagonists, exemplify

the empathy and insight that arise from their shared gender experience. Meanwhile, the male

characters embody the dismissive attitudes toward women that pervade the legal and social systems

of the time.

Mrs. Hale

Mrs. Hale is portrayed as a compassionate and observant woman who regrets not visiting Mrs. Wright

more often. She understands the emotional deprivation Mrs. Wright suffered and acts as the moral

center of the story. Her empathy drives the decision to protect Mrs. Wright.

Mrs. Peters

Initially more hesitant and aligned with her husband’s official duties, Mrs. Peters undergoes a

transformation as she recognizes the shared plight of women in such isolated and oppressive

circumstances. Her internal conflict underscores the tension between law and conscience.

Mrs. Wright (formerly Minnie Foster)

Mrs. Wright, though absent for most of the narrative, is central to the story’s emotional core. Her

previous identity as Minnie Foster, a lively young woman, contrasts sharply with her present state of

isolation and despair, highlighting the devastating effects of her marriage and solitude.



Literary Significance and Feminist Perspective

"A jury of her peers susan glaspell" is considered a pioneering work in feminist literature. It challenges

traditional narratives by giving voice to women’s experiences and critiques the male-dominated justice

system. The story’s subtle yet powerful feminist message reveals how societal structures marginalize

women and how women’s perspectives can lead to alternative forms of understanding and justice.

Feminist Critique

The narrative exposes the limitations of a legal system that fails to consider the emotional and

psychological realities of women’s lives. By focusing on domestic details and female intuition, Glaspell

elevates women’s knowledge and challenges male authority. The story encourages readers to

question whose voices are heard in matters of justice and whose experiences are validated.

Literary Devices

Symbolism: Use of domestic objects to reveal character emotions.

Irony: The men’s search for evidence overlooks the crucial clues found by the women.

Imagery: Vivid descriptions of the farmhouse interior evoke Mrs. Wright’s isolation.

Dialogue: Subtle exchanges between characters reveal social tensions and gender dynamics.

Impact and Relevance in Modern Society

The enduring relevance of "a jury of her peers susan glaspell" lies in its exploration of gender



inequality and justice. Contemporary readers and scholars continue to find value in its critique of

patriarchal institutions and its emphasis on empathy and understanding. The story’s themes resonate

with ongoing discussions about women’s rights, domestic violence, and the role of gender in legal

systems.

Modern Interpretations

In current feminist discourse, the story is often cited as an example of early resistance to systemic

oppression. It highlights the importance of considering diverse perspectives in legal and social

frameworks. Additionally, the narrative encourages reflection on how empathy can influence ethical

decision-making beyond strict legal definitions.

Educational Use

"A jury of her peers susan glaspell" is frequently included in literature and gender studies curricula to

illustrate early feminist thought and to provoke critical analysis of justice and gender roles. Its concise

yet profound storytelling makes it an effective teaching tool for exploring complex social issues.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Jury of Her Peers' by Susan Glaspell?

The main theme of 'A Jury of Her Peers' is the exploration of gender roles and the solidarity among

women, highlighting the disparity in how men and women perceive justice and morality.

How does Susan Glaspell use symbolism in 'A Jury of Her Peers'?

Glaspell uses symbolism such as the unfinished quilt and the broken birdcage to represent the

protagonist Mrs. Wright's trapped and oppressed life, reflecting the emotional and psychological

confinement experienced by women.



What is the significance of the title 'A Jury of Her Peers'?

The title signifies that the women characters, who understand Mrs. Wright's experiences and emotions,

act as her true 'jury,' contrasting with the male legal system that fails to grasp her situation fully.

How does 'A Jury of Her Peers' critique the justice system?

The story critiques the justice system by showing how it overlooks women's perspectives and

experiences, suggesting that legal justice is incomplete without empathy and understanding of

women's lived realities.

What role do the women play in uncovering the truth in 'A Jury of Her

Peers'?

The women, through their observations and shared experiences, uncover the motive behind the crime,

demonstrating their intuitive knowledge and the importance of female solidarity.

How does Susan Glaspell's background influence 'A Jury of Her

Peers'?

Susan Glaspell's background as a journalist and playwright interested in social issues influenced her

focus on women's rights and the critique of patriarchal society in 'A Jury of Her Peers.'

What is the setting of 'A Jury of Her Peers' and how does it contribute

to the story?

The story is set in a rural farmhouse, which emphasizes isolation and the limited roles available to

women, reinforcing the themes of confinement and oppression.

How do Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters differ in their reactions to Mrs.



Wright's situation?

Mrs. Hale initially regrets not supporting Mrs. Wright, feeling guilt over her isolation, while Mrs. Peters

struggles between her duty as a law-abiding citizen and her empathy for Mrs. Wright; both ultimately

sympathize with her and choose to protect her.

Additional Resources

1. Trifles by Susan Glaspell

This one-act play is the original work on which "A Jury of Her Peers" is based. It explores themes of

gender roles, justice, and empathy as two women uncover the motive behind a murder through

seemingly trivial domestic details. The play highlights the subtle ways women understand each other

and the societal constraints they face.

2. A Jury of Her Peers: American Women Writers from Anne Bradstreet to Annie Proulx by Elaine

Showalter

This anthology offers a comprehensive collection of works by American women writers, including

Susan Glaspell. It provides insight into the historical and cultural contexts that shaped women's

literature, showcasing the evolution of female perspectives and voices in American fiction and poetry.

3. Gender and Justice: Why Women and Men Experience the Law Differently by Tracey L. Meares

This book examines how gender influences the experience and administration of justice. It

complements the themes in "A Jury of Her Peers" by exploring systemic biases and the different ways

men and women perceive and interact with the legal system.

4. Women and Crime: A Text/Reader by Meda Chesney-Lind and Lisa Pasko

This text delves into the intersection of gender and crime, including female offenders and victims. It

provides sociological and criminological perspectives that deepen understanding of the social dynamics

present in Glaspell’s story.

5. Feminist Literary Criticism: An Introduction by Mary Eagleton



This book introduces key concepts and methodologies in feminist literary criticism, useful for analyzing

"A Jury of Her Peers." It discusses how literature reflects and challenges gender inequalities, helping

readers appreciate Glaspell’s critique of patriarchal society.

6. The Yellow Wallpaper and Other Stories by Charlotte Perkins Gilman

This collection includes the famous short story "The Yellow Wallpaper," which, like Glaspell’s work,

addresses women’s oppression and mental health. Both stories use personal experiences to critique

gender roles and societal expectations.

7. Short Story Criticism: Susan Glaspell edited by Susan Lohafer

This volume focuses specifically on critical essays about Susan Glaspell’s short stories, including "A

Jury of Her Peers." It offers scholarly perspectives and interpretations that enhance understanding of

her themes, narrative style, and historical significance.

8. Women’s Justice and the Law: A Feminist Reader edited by Susan Ehrlich Martin and J. Bart K.

Ehrlich

This collection of essays explores how women have historically navigated and challenged the legal

system. It provides context for the themes of legal injustice and female solidarity found in Glaspell’s

story.

9. American Women Writers: A Critical Reference Guide from Colonial Times to the Present by Lina

Mainiero

This guide offers biographical and critical information about American women writers, including Susan

Glaspell. It serves as a valuable resource for understanding the literary landscape in which Glaspell

wrote and the impact of her work on American literature.
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