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A History of Western Philosophy and Theology by John M. Frame (2015) provides a profound
exploration of the intertwined developments of philosophy and theology in the Western tradition.
Frame, a prominent theologian and philosopher, meticulously examines how these two disciplines
have influenced each other from ancient times to the contemporary era. This comprehensive work
encapsulates key figures, movements, and ideas that have shaped the Western intellectual
landscape. Below, we will explore the main themes and contributions highlighted in Frame's
historical narrative.

Introduction to Frame's Perspective

John M. Frame approaches the history of Western philosophy and theology through a Reformed
theological lens, emphasizing the authority of Scripture and the centrality of God in all philosophical
inquiry. Frame argues that philosophy should be seen as a servant to theology, rather than an
independent discipline. This perspective is critical to understanding the way Frame articulates the
development of ideas over time, particularly how theological concepts have informed philosophical
thought.

Ancient Philosophy and Theology

Pre-Socratic Philosophers

The journey of Western philosophy begins with the Pre-Socratic philosophers, who laid the
groundwork for subsequent inquiry into metaphysics and ethics. Figures like Thales, Anaximander,
and Heraclitus explored the nature of reality, the cosmos, and change. Frame highlights their
attempts to explain the world without recourse to mythology, marking a significant shift toward
rational thought.

Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle

- Socrates: Known for his method of dialectical questioning, Socrates sought ethical clarity and the
definition of virtue. His focus on self-examination and moral integrity set the stage for later
philosophical discourse.
- Plato: A student of Socrates, Plato introduced the Theory of Forms, positing that non-material
abstract forms represent the most accurate reality. Frame discusses how Plato’s ideas about the
ideal realm influenced theological notions of God and the afterlife.
- Aristotle: As a pupil of Plato, Aristotle diverged from his teacher by emphasizing empirical
observation and the material world. Frame notes Aristotle's contributions to logic, ethics, and



metaphysics, which continue to resonate in both philosophy and theology.

Medieval Philosophy and Theology

The Medieval period marked a synthesis between classical philosophy and Christian theology,
leading to significant developments in both fields.

Early Church Fathers

Early theologians like Augustine of Hippo integrated Platonic thought with Christian doctrine. Frame
illustrates Augustine's influence on concepts of time, free will, and the nature of God, presenting him
as a pivotal figure in the formation of Western thought.

Scholasticism

The rise of Scholasticism in the Middle Ages, characterized by figures such as Thomas Aquinas,
sought to reconcile faith with reason. Frame highlights the following key aspects:

1. Aquinas' Five Ways: Aquinas formulated five arguments for the existence of God, blending
Aristotelian philosophy with Christian theology.
2. Natural Law: Aquinas' notion of natural law emphasized moral order accessible through reason,
influencing ethical theories.

The Renaissance and Reformation

The Renaissance sparked a revival of classical learning and humanism, which had profound
implications for philosophy and theology.

Humanism and its Impact

Humanist thinkers focused on human potential and the study of classical texts, challenging the
dominance of Scholasticism. Frame discusses how this movement led to a more personal approach
to faith and ethics, emphasizing individual experience.

The Reformation

- Martin Luther: Luther's 95 Theses ignited the Protestant Reformation, emphasizing salvation by
faith alone. Frame addresses how Luther's critique of the Church's authority reshaped theological
discourse.



- John Calvin: Calvin's systematic theology, particularly his views on predestination and covenant,
played a crucial role in developing Reformed thought. Frame outlines Calvin's impact on both
theology and philosophy, particularly concerning the sovereignty of God.

Modern Philosophy and Theology

The Enlightenment ushered in a new era of rationalism and empiricism, challenging traditional
theological views.

Rationalism and Empiricism

- René Descartes: Descartes' method of doubt and his cogito argument ("I think, therefore I am")
exemplified the turn to individual reason. Frame discusses the implications of Descartes' work for
both philosophy and theology, particularly regarding the existence of God.
- David Hume: Hume's empirical skepticism raised questions about causality and the nature of
religious belief. Frame examines Hume's challenge to traditional proofs of God's existence and the
impact on theological discourse.

Immanuel Kant and the Limits of Reason

Kant's critical philosophy sought to mediate between rationalism and empiricism, emphasizing the
role of human experience in understanding reality. Frame notes the significance of Kant's moral
philosophy and his idea that faith must coexist with reason, leaving a lasting impact on both
philosophical and theological thought.

Contemporary Philosophy and Theology

The 20th century saw a diversification of philosophical thought and a reevaluation of theological
concepts.

Existentialism and Postmodernism

- Existentialists: Thinkers like Søren Kierkegaard and Jean-Paul Sartre grappled with themes of
meaning, freedom, and despair. Frame highlights how existentialism challenged traditional
theological frameworks and emphasized personal responsibility.
- Postmodernism: The postmodern critique of metanarratives questioned the objectivity of truth,
influencing both philosophy and theology. Frame explores the implications of postmodernism for
understanding divine revelation and the nature of faith.



The Return to Classical Theism

In response to modern challenges, there has been a resurgence of interest in classical theism. Frame
discusses contemporary theologians and philosophers who advocate for a return to a robust
understanding of God's nature, drawing from the historical insights of earlier thinkers.

Conclusion

John M. Frame's "A History of Western Philosophy and Theology" is an essential text for those
seeking to understand the intricate relationship between these two disciplines throughout history.
By framing philosophy as a servant to theology, Frame provides a unique perspective that challenges
modern secular approaches. His exploration of key figures, movements, and ideas illustrates how the
dialogue between philosophy and theology continues to shape our understanding of reality, morality,
and the divine.

In summary, Frame's work is not only a historical account but also a call to consider the enduring
significance of theological reflection in philosophical discourse. As we navigate the complexities of
contemporary thought, Frame's insights remind us of the foundational truths that have guided
Western philosophy and theology for centuries.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'A History of Western Philosophy
and Theology' by John M. Frame?
The book explores the development of Western philosophical thought and its intersections with
theology, tracing the ideas and contributions of key philosophers from ancient times to the modern
era.

How does John M. Frame approach the relationship between
philosophy and theology in his book?
Frame argues that philosophy and theology are deeply interconnected, suggesting that theological
concepts have significantly influenced philosophical discourse throughout history.

What time periods does Frame cover in his historical analysis?
Frame covers a wide range of time periods, including ancient philosophy, medieval scholasticism,
the Enlightenment, and contemporary philosophical trends.

Which philosophers does Frame emphasize in his historical



narrative?
Frame emphasizes key figures such as Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, Aquinas, Descartes, Kant, and
modern philosophers, analyzing their contributions to both philosophy and theology.

What unique perspective does Frame bring to the study of
Western philosophy?
Frame brings a Reformed theological perspective, arguing that a biblical worldview is essential for
understanding and evaluating philosophical ideas.

How does Frame address the challenges posed by secularism
in contemporary philosophy?
Frame critiques secular philosophies and defends the necessity of theological insights in addressing
modern existential questions and moral dilemmas.

What is the significance of the title 'A History of Western
Philosophy and Theology'?
The title reflects Frame's intention to provide a comprehensive account that integrates philosophical
developments with theological implications across Western history.

What method does Frame use to analyze philosophical texts?
Frame employs a historical-critical method, examining texts within their historical contexts while
also engaging with their theological dimensions.

What impact has Frame's book had on the field of philosophy
and theology?
Frame's work has sparked discussions on the interplay between faith and reason, challenging
readers to reconsider the importance of theology in philosophical inquiry.
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