
a history of violence movie
A History of Violence is a film that has captivated audiences and critics
alike since its release in 2005. Directed by David Cronenberg and based on
the graphic novel of the same name by John Wagner and Vince Locke, this film
blends elements of suspense, drama, and psychological thriller, exploring the
complex nature of identity, violence, and the human psyche. In this article,
we will delve into the film's background, themes, characters, critical
reception, and its lasting impact on the genre of cinema.

Background of the Film

A History of Violence emerged from a unique combination of source material
and visionary direction.

Source Material

- The film is based on the graphic novel written by John Wagner and
illustrated by Vince Locke.
- The original graphic novel was a much darker and more graphic take on the
themes of violence and identity.
- Wagner's narrative revolves around the consequences of violence and how it
shapes individuals and their relationships.

David Cronenberg’s Vision

- David Cronenberg, renowned for his exploration of the darker aspects of
human nature in films like Videodrome and The Fly, approached the material
with a keen psychological lens.
- Cronenberg aimed to transform the graphic novel into a more nuanced
exploration of violence and its impact on family dynamics.
- He emphasized realism and moral ambiguity, steering away from traditional
action movie tropes.

Plot Summary

A History of Violence begins with a seemingly ordinary life disrupted by a
shocking act of violence.



Setting the Scene

- The film is set in a small town in Indiana, where Tom Stall (played by
Viggo Mortensen) runs a diner with his wife, Edie (Maria Bello), and their
two children.
- Tom is portrayed as a loving husband and father, embodying the
quintessential small-town American life.

Inciting Incident

- The tranquility of Tom's life is shattered when he heroically defends his
diner from a violent robbery.
- Tom’s actions make him a local hero, bringing attention from the media and
the community, but also from individuals with a hidden agenda.

Revelation of the Past

- As the story unfolds, we learn that Tom is not who he appears to be. His
past catches up with him when a mobster named Carl Fogarty (Ed Harris)
arrives, claiming to know about Tom's former life as a hitman named Joey
Cusack.
- This revelation thrusts Tom’s family into turmoil, as Edie struggles to
reconcile her husband's past with the man she thought she knew.

Thematic Exploration

A History of Violence is rich in themes that provoke thought and discussion.

The Nature of Violence

- The film examines how violence permeates not just individual lives but also
society at large.
- It poses the question: Is violence an inherent part of human nature, or is
it a response to external circumstances?

Identity and Duality

- The film explores the duality of Tom's character—his peaceful life as a
family man versus his violent past.
- This duality raises questions about how much of our identity is shaped by



our past actions versus our present choices.

Family and Trust

- The impact of Tom's past on his family is a central theme, showcasing the
fragility of trust and the complexities of familial relationships.
- Edie's journey from admiration to betrayal underscores the film's
exploration of loyalty and the consequences of hidden truths.

Character Analysis

The characters in A History of Violence are intricately crafted, each
contributing to the film's overarching themes.

Tom Stall / Joey Cusack

- Portrayed by Viggo Mortensen, Tom embodies the conflict between his violent
past and his desire for a peaceful life.
- Mortensen's performance is lauded for its subtlety, capturing the internal
struggle of a man grappling with his identity.

Edie Stall

- Played by Maria Bello, Edie is a complex character who transitions from a
supportive wife to someone who feels betrayed by her husband's secrets.
- Her portrayal highlights the emotional toll that violence and deception can
take on relationships.

Carl Fogarty

- Ed Harris delivers a chilling performance as Carl Fogarty, the antagonist
who embodies the threat of Tom’s past.
- Fogarty’s menacing presence serves as a catalyst for the film’s exploration
of violence and its ramifications.

Critical Reception

Upon its release, A History of Violence received widespread acclaim from
critics and audiences.



Box Office Performance

- The film was a commercial success, grossing over $60 million worldwide
against a budget of approximately $32 million.
- Its success can be attributed to strong performances, Cronenberg's
direction, and its thought-provoking narrative.

Awards and Nominations

- A History of Violence was nominated for several awards, including:
- Academy Award nominations for Best Adapted Screenplay and Best Supporting
Actor (William Hurt).
- The film won the Best Film award at the Toronto International Film
Festival.

Critical Acclaim

- Critics praised the film's ability to challenge viewers' perceptions of
violence and morality.
- The cinematography by Peter Suschitzky and the score by Howard Shore were
also highlighted for their contributions to the film's atmosphere.

Impact and Legacy

A History of Violence has left a lasting mark on the landscape of modern
cinema.

Influence on Genre

- The film is often cited as a pivotal work in the psychological thriller
genre, influencing subsequent films that explore the complexities of violence
and identity.
- Its blend of graphic novel aesthetics with serious themes has inspired
filmmakers to approach similar narratives with depth and nuance.

Discussion in Academic Circles

- The film has become a subject of study in film and cultural studies, often
discussed in the context of violence in media and its psychological impacts.
- Scholars analyze its commentary on American culture, particularly regarding



masculinity and the myth of the heroic figure.

Continuing Relevance

- In an era where discussions about violence and its portrayal in media are
increasingly prevalent, A History of Violence remains relevant.
- The film's themes resonate in contemporary society, prompting viewers to
reflect on the nature of violence and the complexities of identity in a
modern context.

Conclusion

A History of Violence is more than just a film about a man confronting his
violent past; it is a profound exploration of the human condition. Through
its intricate storytelling, strong performances, and thought-provoking
themes, it challenges viewers to grapple with the complexities of violence,
identity, and the impact of our choices on ourselves and those we love. David
Cronenberg's masterful direction and the film's critical acclaim solidify its
place as a significant work in cinematic history, ensuring that its legacy
will endure for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'A History of
Violence'?
The central theme of 'A History of Violence' is the exploration of violence
and its impact on human identity, relationships, and morality.

Who directed 'A History of Violence'?
David Cronenberg directed 'A History of Violence'.

What is the plot of 'A History of Violence'?
The plot follows Tom Stall, a small-town diner owner who becomes a local hero
after thwarting a robbery, only to have his past come back to haunt him when
violent criminals recognize him.

Which actors star in 'A History of Violence'?
The film stars Viggo Mortensen, Maria Bello, Ed Harris, and William Hurt.



What awards did 'A History of Violence' receive?
The film received two Academy Award nominations and won several awards at
various film festivals, including the Best Actor award for Viggo Mortensen at
the Cannes Film Festival.

How does the film depict the concept of duality?
The film depicts duality through Tom Stall's transformation from a seemingly
peaceful family man to a violent figure, exploring the conflict between his
public persona and hidden past.

What is the significance of the title 'A History of
Violence'?
The title signifies the recurring nature of violence in the characters' lives
and how it shapes their identities and relationships.

How did critics respond to 'A History of Violence'
upon its release?
Critics praised the film for its direction, performances, and thought-
provoking narrative, though some were divided on its graphic violence.

What role does family play in 'A History of
Violence'?
Family plays a crucial role in the film, as Tom's actions and past threaten
the stability and safety of his wife and children, highlighting the
consequences of violence on loved ones.

Is 'A History of Violence' based on a graphic novel?
Yes, 'A History of Violence' is based on a graphic novel of the same name by
John Wagner and Vince Locke.
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