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A history of the colonization of Africa is a complex narrative that intertwines the
ambitions of European powers, the rich and diverse cultures of the African continent, and
the impact of alien races, particularly in the context of 19th-century exploration and
colonization. One of the prominent figures in this historical narrative is Harry H. Johnston, a
British explorer, and colonial administrator whose contributions significantly shaped the
understanding of Africa during the period of imperial expansion. This article delves into the
history of Africa's colonization, the role of alien races during this time, and the contributions
of Johnston.

The Context of African Colonization

The colonization of Africa was not merely a series of isolated events but rather a
culmination of various factors that intersected during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. The motivations for colonization included:

Economic Interests: European nations sought new markets and resources to fuel1.
their industrial economies.

Political Rivalry: The competition among European powers for supremacy and2.
territorial expansion drove colonization efforts.

Social Darwinism: A belief in the superiority of European cultures led to the3.
justification of imperialism as a means to "civilize" indigenous populations.

Exploration and Scientific Discovery: The quest for knowledge about Africa’s4.
geography, flora, fauna, and cultures fueled interest in the continent.

This period, often referred to as the "Scramble for Africa," saw the rapid colonization of
nearly the entire continent, leading to significant social, political, and economic upheaval.

Alien Races and Their Impact

The term "alien races" in the context of African colonization often refers to the European
powers that invaded and occupied the continent. These powers included Britain, France,
Portugal, Germany, Belgium, and Italy, among others. The impact of these alien races on
Africa can be categorized into several key areas:



1. Political Dominance

The establishment of colonial governments led to the erosion of traditional political
structures. Indigenous leaders were often marginalized or displaced, and new systems were
imposed that prioritized European interests. Key consequences included:

Loss of Sovereignty: Many African nations lost their autonomy and were governed
directly by European powers or through puppet regimes.

Forced Integration: Colonizers often imposed European legal systems, altering the
social fabric and cultural practices of local communities.

Resistance and Rebellion: The imposition of foreign rule led to numerous uprisings
and conflicts, as indigenous populations fought to regain their autonomy.

2. Economic Exploitation

Colonial powers exploited Africa's vast natural resources for their benefit, often at the
expense of local populations. This exploitation manifested in several ways:

Resource Extraction: Raw materials such as gold, diamonds, rubber, and
agricultural products were extracted and exported to Europe.

Labor Exploitation: Indigenous peoples were often coerced into labor under harsh
conditions, leading to significant social and economic disruption.

Infrastructure Development: While some infrastructure was developed, such as
railroads and ports, it primarily served the interests of the colonizers rather than the
local populations.

3. Cultural Influence

The influx of European settlers and missionaries had a profound impact on Africa's cultural
landscape. The introduction of Western education, religion, and cultural practices often
undermined indigenous systems. Key points include:

Education: Western-style education systems were established, often disregarding
local languages and cultures.

Religion: Missionaries played a significant role in spreading Christianity, which led to



the decline of traditional belief systems.

Language and Literature: European languages became dominant, impacting local
languages and literature.

The Role of Harry H. Johnston

Harry H. Johnston was a significant figure in the narrative of African exploration and
colonization. Born in 1858, Johnston was an accomplished explorer, ethnographer, and
colonial administrator. His contributions were pivotal in shaping Western perceptions of
Africa.

1. Exploration and Documentation

Johnston’s early career was marked by extensive exploration of East Africa. He was one of
the first Europeans to traverse regions that had been largely unexplored. His work included:

Geographical Surveys: Johnston conducted detailed surveys and mapping of
various African regions, contributing to Western knowledge of the continent.

Ethnographic Studies: He documented the cultures, languages, and customs of
different African tribes, which provided insights into the continent's diversity.

Artistic Contributions: Johnston was also a painter and produced numerous
artworks that captured African landscapes and peoples.

2. Colonial Administration

Johnston’s role extended beyond exploration; he also served as a colonial administrator. His
positions included:

Commissioner of Uganda: Johnston was appointed the first Commissioner of
Uganda, where he played a significant role in establishing British control.

Influence on Policies: He advocated for policies that balanced colonial interests with
the welfare of local populations, although his views were still rooted in a Eurocentric
worldview.



3. Legacy and Controversy

While Johnston’s contributions to the understanding of Africa were significant, his legacy is
also controversial. His writings often reflected imperialistic attitudes, and his role in the
colonization process raises questions about the ethics of exploration and domination. The
dual nature of his legacy highlights the complexities of colonial history, where exploration
and exploitation often went hand in hand.

Conclusion

The history of the colonization of Africa is a multifaceted narrative that encompasses the
ambitions of alien races and the significant figures who shaped its course, such as Harry H.
Johnston. The consequences of colonization are still felt today, as many African nations
continue to grapple with the legacies of exploitation, cultural disruption, and political
instability. Understanding this history is crucial for addressing contemporary issues and
fostering a more equitable future.

In conclusion, the colonization of Africa remains a vital chapter in both African and world
history, illustrating the profound effects of external powers on indigenous cultures and
societies. The story of Johnston and others like him serves as a reminder of the
complexities and contradictions inherent in the history of exploration and colonialism.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Harry H. Johnston and what was his role in the
colonization of Africa?
Harry H. Johnston was a British explorer, artist, and colonial administrator known for his
extensive travels in Africa during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. He played a
significant role in the colonization of various African regions, particularly in his efforts to
promote British interests and secure territories.

What were some of the impacts of alien races theories
on the perception of African colonization?
Theories regarding alien races often perpetuated racist ideologies that dehumanized
African people and justified colonial rule. These beliefs contributed to the narrative that
European powers were 'civilizing' Africa, undermining the rich cultures and histories of its
peoples.

How did Harry H. Johnston's work influence subsequent



colonial policies in Africa?
Johnston's writings and reports provided detailed accounts of African societies and
resources, which influenced British colonial policies. His observations often emphasized the
need for European governance and intervention, shaping the justification for further
colonization.

What were the main themes in Johnston's writings
about Africa?
Main themes in Johnston's writings included exploration, the richness of African cultures,
and the supposed superiority of European civilization. He often depicted African societies
through a colonial lens, highlighting both their 'exotic' aspects and the need for European
control.

In what ways did the colonization of Africa by European
powers reflect the ideologies of the time?
The colonization of Africa was heavily influenced by ideologies such as imperialism,
nationalism, and social Darwinism. These ideologies promoted the belief that European
powers had a right, even a duty, to colonize 'lesser' races, often framing it as a mission to
bring civilization and development to Africa.
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