
a greek english lexicon of the new testament
and other early christian literature
A Greek English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature serves as a
significant resource for scholars, theologians, and students of the New Testament. This lexicon
offers a comprehensive understanding of the Greek language used in the New Testament and
provides insights into the culture and context of early Christianity. The richness of the Greek
language, combined with the theological depth of the texts, makes such a lexicon invaluable for
exegesis, translation, and theological reflection.

Importance of a Greek English Lexicon

A Greek English lexicon is critical for several reasons:

1. Understanding the Original Text: The New Testament was originally written in Koine Greek, a
language that differs significantly from both Classical Greek and modern English. A lexicon provides
translations and explanations of words in their original context.

2. Cultural Context: Early Christian literature is steeped in the cultural, historical, and social
contexts of the time. A lexicon often includes background information that illuminates the meaning
of words in their specific contexts.

3. Theological Precision: Many theological concepts in Christianity are rooted in the original
language. Understanding the nuances of Greek terms can lead to more accurate interpretations of
scripture.

4. Translation Accuracy: For translators, a detailed lexicon is essential for conveying the correct
meaning of biblical texts. Misinterpretations can lead to significant theological errors.

Structure of the Lexicon

A Greek English lexicon typically consists of several key components:

1. Entries of Greek Words

Each entry in the lexicon includes:

- Greek Word: Presented in its original script.
- Transliteration: The phonetic spelling of the word in English letters.
- Part of Speech: Identifying whether the word is a noun, verb, adjective, etc.
- Definition: A concise explanation of the word's meaning.



2. Contextual Usage

Lexicons often provide examples of how words are used in various texts, including:

- Biblical References: Quotations from the New Testament that illustrate the word's usage.
- Non-Biblical Texts: Citations from early Christian literature and other relevant Greek writings.

3. Etymological Information

Understanding the roots and formations of Greek words can deepen comprehension. Lexicons often
include:

- Word Origins: Information on how a word developed over time.
- Derivatives: Related words that stem from the same root.

4. Synonyms and Antonyms

Many lexicons provide:

- Synonyms: Words that have similar meanings, enhancing understanding of nuances.
- Antonyms: Words with opposite meanings, highlighting contrasts.

5. Grammatical Information

Grammatical notes can be vital for proper usage and comprehension, including:

- Declensions: For nouns and adjectives, showing how a word changes form based on case, number,
and gender.
- Conjugations: For verbs, detailing how a word changes according to tense, mood, voice, and
person.

Key Features of a Comprehensive Lexicon

When selecting a Greek English lexicon, several features can help determine its comprehensiveness
and usability:

1. Scholarly Rigor

A good lexicon should be based on thorough research and scholarship. Look for:



- Academic Credentials: Authors should have expertise in biblical languages and theology.
- Peer Reviews: Scholarly reviews can indicate the quality and reliability of the lexicon.

2. User-Friendly Design

Ease of use is crucial in a lexicon. Consider:

- Clear Layout: An organized structure that allows for quick reference.
- Indexing: A comprehensive index for finding words efficiently.

3. Supplementary Materials

Many lexicons come with additional resources, such as:

- Appendices: Including lists of common Greek phrases, grammatical rules, and cultural notes.
- CD-ROMs or Online Access: Digital versions can provide interactive features and additional
content.

4. Integration with Other Resources

A lexicon should ideally complement other biblical study tools:

- Concordances: For locating specific verses.
- Commentaries: Providing deeper insights into passages.

Popular Greek English Lexicons

Several lexicons have achieved recognition for their depth and accuracy:

1. BDAG (Bauer-Danker-Arndt-Gingrich) Greek-English
Lexicon

- Overview: This is one of the most widely used lexicons among scholars.
- Features: BDAG offers comprehensive definitions, extensive citations, and detailed grammatical
notes.

2. Liddell and Scott’s Greek-English Lexicon

- Overview: Originally focused on Classical Greek, it includes entries relevant to the New Testament.



- Features: Renowned for its thoroughness and historical depth, making it a valuable resource for
students and scholars alike.

3. Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament

- Overview: This lexicon is often praised for its accessibility to beginners.
- Features: It provides definitions, scripture references, and insights into theological implications.

Using the Lexicon Effectively

To maximize the benefits of a Greek English lexicon, consider the following strategies:

1. Familiarization with Greek Alphabet

- Learn the Greek alphabet to recognize words in their original form.
- Practice transliterating Greek words to enhance pronunciation skills.

2. Contextual Study

- Whenever you look up a word, read the related biblical passages to grasp its meaning in context.
- Explore the footnotes and references provided for a deeper understanding.

3. Cross-Referencing

- Use the lexicon alongside other biblical study tools such as concordances and commentaries to
enrich your study.
- Compare definitions from different lexicons to appreciate various interpretations.

4. Practice Regularly

- Regularly incorporate the lexicon into your personal study or academic research.
- Engage with the texts, translating and analyzing them to solidify your understanding.

Conclusion

In summary, a Greek English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature is
an indispensable resource for anyone seeking to delve deeper into the theological, cultural, and



linguistic richness of early Christian texts. By understanding the original Greek language, scholars
and students can unlock profound insights that might otherwise remain obscured. Whether for
academic research, personal study, or translation work, a well-structured lexicon provides the tools
necessary for an informed and nuanced understanding of the New Testament and its surrounding
literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of a Greek-English lexicon for the
New Testament?
The primary purpose of a Greek-English lexicon for the New Testament is to provide definitions,
translations, and contextual meanings of Greek words used in the New Testament and early
Christian literature, facilitating a deeper understanding of the texts.

How does a lexicon differ from a regular dictionary?
A lexicon specifically focuses on the vocabulary of a particular language or text, often including
etymology, usage, and context, whereas a regular dictionary provides a more general overview of a
language's vocabulary.

What are some key features to look for in a good Greek-
English lexicon?
Key features to look for include comprehensive word entries, usage examples from the biblical text,
etymological information, synonyms, and an index for easy navigation.

Why is it important to use a lexicon that includes early
Christian literature?
Using a lexicon that includes early Christian literature is important because it provides insights into
the linguistic and cultural context of early Christianity, enhancing the understanding of theological
concepts and practices.

What are some commonly referenced Greek-English lexicons
for New Testament studies?
Some commonly referenced Greek-English lexicons include 'A Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament and Other Early Christian Literature' by Bauer, Danker, Arndt, and Gingrich, and 'The
New Brown-Driver-Briggs-Gesenius Hebrew-English Lexicon'.

How can a Greek-English lexicon aid in biblical exegesis?
A Greek-English lexicon aids in biblical exegesis by providing precise translations and deeper
meanings of original Greek terms, allowing scholars and students to interpret scripture more



accurately.

What role does etymology play in understanding New
Testament Greek words?
Etymology plays a crucial role in understanding New Testament Greek words as it reveals the
historical and linguistic development of a word, offering insights into its original meaning and how it
was used in different contexts.

Can a Greek-English lexicon be beneficial for non-academic
readers?
Yes, a Greek-English lexicon can be beneficial for non-academic readers by providing them with
tools to engage more deeply with biblical texts and understand the nuances of language that may
not be evident in translations.

What is the significance of understanding the original Greek
language for interpreting the New Testament?
Understanding the original Greek language is significant for interpreting the New Testament as it
allows readers to grasp the subtleties, idioms, and cultural references that are often lost in
translation, leading to a richer comprehension of the scriptures.
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