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A Graveyard Preservation Primer Lynette Strangstad is an essential guide for
anyone interested in the art and science of preserving graveyards and
cemeteries. This book, authored by Lynette Strangstad, delves into the
historical significance of graveyards, the need for preservation, and the
methods and techniques for maintaining these important cultural sites. The
preservation of graveyards not only honors the memory of those who have
passed but also serves as a record of history, genealogy, and the evolution
of societal norms surrounding death and remembrance. This article will
provide a comprehensive overview of the themes and methodologies presented in
Strangstad's work, as well as practical applications for those looking to
engage in preservation efforts.

Understanding the Importance of Graveyard
Preservation

Graveyards serve as valuable repositories of history, culture, and art. They
are often the final resting places of significant individuals and can tell
stories of entire communities. Understanding the importance of preserving
these sites is crucial for several reasons:

Historical Significance

— Cultural Heritage: Graveyards often reflect the cultural and religious
practices of different communities over time.

— Genealogical Research: They provide critical information for genealogists
and historians tracing family lineages and local histories.

— Artistic Expression: Many grave markers and monuments are significant works
of art, showcasing the craftsmanship of the era.

Educational Value

— Graveyards can serve as outdoor classrooms for students and the public,
teaching about history, art, and conservation practices.

— They provide insight into societal attitudes toward death and
memorialization throughout history.

Environmental Considerations

- Preserving graveyards can protect local ecosystems and contribute to
biodiversity by maintaining green spaces.
— They can serve as habitats for various wildlife species.



Challenges in Graveyard Preservation

Despite their significance, graveyards face numerous challenges that can
threaten their integrity:

Environmental Factors

— Weathering: Time and the elements can erode stones and inscriptions,
leading to loss of information.

- Vegetation: Overgrowth can damage headstones and monuments, as roots can
destabilize structures.

Human Impact

— Vandalism: Acts of vandalism can result in irreparable damage to grave
markers.

— Neglect: Many graveyards suffer from a lack of funding and maintenance,
leading to deterioration.

Legal and Ethical Issues

— Disputes over ownership and legal responsibilities can complicate
preservation efforts.

— Ethical considerations regarding the treatment of human remains and
historical artifacts must be addressed.

Principles of Graveyard Preservation

Lynette Strangstad outlines several guiding principles for effective
graveyard preservation:

Documentation

— Inventory: Create a detailed inventory of all monuments and grave markers,
noting their condition, inscriptions, and historical significance.

— Photographic Records: Take photographs to document the current state of the
graveyard, which can be invaluable for future restoration efforts.

Assessment and Planning

— Condition Assessment: Evaluate the condition of grave markers and
surrounding landscapes to prioritize preservation efforts.

— Long-term Planning: Develop a preservation plan that outlines goals,
timelines, and resources needed.



Conservation Techniques

— Cleaning: Use appropriate cleaning methods to remove dirt and biological
growth without damaging the stone.

— Stabilization: Employ techniques to stabilize leaning or broken stones,
ensuring they remain upright and intact.

Practical Preservation Techniques

For those interested in hands-on preservation, Strangstad provides a variety
of practical techniques:

Cleaning Gravestones

— Materials Needed:

- Soft brushes (e.g., toothbrushes)

- Water

— Mild detergents or stone-safe cleaning solutions
- Rags or sponges

— Steps:

1. Wet the stone with water to avoid damage.

2. Gently scrub the surface with a soft brush and the cleaning solution.
3. Rinse thoroughly with clean water to remove any residue.

4. Do not use harsh chemicals or abrasive materials that could harm the
stone.

Repairing Gravestones

- Materials Needed:

- Epoxy or stone adhesive

— Rubber gloves

— Clamps or weights for stabilization

— Steps:

1. Clean the surfaces to be bonded, ensuring they are free of dirt and
debris.

2. Apply the adhesive according to the manufacturer's instructions.

3. Use clamps or weights to hold the stones together while the adhesive
cures.

4. Monitor the repair for a few days to ensure it remains stable.

Creating a Preservation Group

— Gather Community Interest: Reach out to local individuals and organizations
who share an interest in preservation.

- Establish Roles: Assign specific roles to group members, such as
documentation, fundraising, and outreach.

— Plan Regular Meetings: Schedule regular meetings to discuss progress,
challenges, and future projects.



Legal and Ethical Considerations

Engaging in graveyard preservation also involves navigating legal and ethical
considerations:

Understanding Ownership and Rights

— Research Property Ownership: Determine who legally owns the graveyard and
the responsibilities associated with preservation.

— Consult Local Laws: Familiarize yourself with local laws regarding the
preservation of historical sites and human remains.

Ethical Treatment of Remains

— Respect for the Deceased: Always approach preservation efforts with respect
for the individuals buried there.

— Consult Experts: Engage with archaeologists and historians when dealing
with human remains or significant artifacts.

Case Studies and Success Stories

Several successful graveyard preservation projects demonstrate the
effectiveness of the principles outlined in Strangstad’s guide:

The Mount Auburn Cemetery

Located in Cambridge, Massachusetts, Mount Auburn Cemetery is one of the
first rural cemeteries in the United States and has undergone extensive
preservation efforts. The cemetery is recognized for its historic landscape
and the significance of many notable individuals buried there.

The Green-Wood Cemetery

In Brooklyn, New York, Green-Wood Cemetery has implemented successful
preservation programs that have restored monuments and enhanced the site as a
cultural and historical landmark. These efforts have involved community
engagement and educational initiatives.

Conclusion

Lynette Strangstad’s A Graveyard Preservation Primer serves as a vital
resource for anyone interested in preserving these important cultural sites.
With a thorough understanding of the significance of graveyards, the
challenges they face, and practical preservation techniques, individuals and
communities can take meaningful steps toward honoring and maintaining these



historical treasures. Engaging in preservation not only protects our history
but also fosters a deeper connection to the past, ensuring that the stories
of those who came before us are not lost to time. Whether through community
initiatives, individual efforts, or collaboration with historians and
preservationists, the work of safeguarding graveyards is an invaluable
endeavor.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of 'A Graveyard
Preservation Primer' by Lynette Strangstad?

The book focuses on the techniques and principles of graveyard preservation,
emphasizing the importance of maintaining historic cemeteries and
understanding the cultural significance of gravestones.

Who is the intended audience for Strangstad's primer
on graveyard preservation?

The intended audience includes cemetery caretakers, local historians,
preservationists, and anyone interested in the preservation of historic
burial sites.

What are some common preservation techniques
discussed in the book?

Common techniques include cleaning gravestones with appropriate methods,
repairing damaged stones, and understanding the materials used in gravestone
construction to prevent further deterioration.

How does Lynette Strangstad address the issue of
vandalism in cemeteries?

Strangstad discusses the impact of vandalism on graveyard preservation and
provides strategies for community involvement and awareness to help deter
such actions and promote respect for these sites.

What role does community involvement play in cemetery
preservation according to Strangstad?

Community involvement is crucial as it fosters a sense of ownership and
responsibility, encouraging local residents to participate in preservation
efforts and maintain the cultural heritage of their cemeteries.

Does 'A Graveyard Preservation Primer' include
historical context about cemeteries?
Yes, the book includes historical context about cemeteries, discussing their

evolution, cultural significance, and the various styles of gravestones that
reflect societal values throughout history.
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