a collectors guide to united states
combat shotguns

a collectors guide to united states combat shotguns offers an in-depth
exploration into one of the most iconic and historically significant firearm
categories in American military history. Combat shotguns have played a
pivotal role in the United States armed forces, serving in various conflicts
from World War I through modern engagements. This guide provides collectors
with essential knowledge about the different models, their historical
contexts, unique features, and tips for identifying and preserving these
valuable firearms. Understanding the evolution of combat shotguns, their
manufacturers, and variants will assist enthusiasts in making informed
acquisition decisions. Additionally, this guide covers legal considerations
and market trends relevant to collectors. The following sections will delve
into the origins, key types, and collecting strategies for United States
combat shotguns.
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History of United States Combat Shotguns

The history of United States combat shotguns is deeply intertwined with the
evolution of military tactics and battlefield requirements. Initially adopted
in World War I for trench warfare, shotguns proved effective in close-
quarters combat due to their wide spread and stopping power. Over the
decades, these firearms evolved alongside changing combat scenarios, with
notable use in World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. The
adaptability and ruggedness of combat shotguns have ensured their continued
presence in military arsenals. This historical context is crucial for
collectors to appreciate the significance and provenance of each model.

World War I Origins

During World War I, the United States military recognized the need for a
weapon suited for trench warfare. The Winchester Model 1897 and Model 1912



pump-action shotguns were adapted for combat roles, featuring modifications
like bayonet lugs and heat shields. These shotguns were capable of delivering
devastating close-range firepower, making them invaluable in the confined
spaces of trenches.

World War II and Beyond

In World War II, combat shotguns saw expanded use with improved models such
as the Ithaca Model 37 and Remington Model 31. These firearms benefited from
enhancements in reliability and ergonomics. Post-World War II conflicts,
including Korea and Vietnam, continued to employ combat shotguns, often
customized with accessories to suit jungle and urban warfare conditions.

Key Models and Variants

Collectors should familiarize themselves with the primary models of United
States combat shotguns, each with unique characteristics and historical
importance. These shotguns can be broadly categorized into pump-action and
semi-automatic types, with pump-action designs dominating early and mid-20th-
century military use.

Winchester Model 1897

The Winchester Model 1897, often called the "Trench Gun," was one of the
earliest combat shotguns issued to U.S. forces. Featuring a robust pump-
action mechanism and a 5-round tubular magazine, it was widely used in World
War I and II. Notable features include the bayonet lug and heat shield which
distinguish it from civilian models.

Ithaca Model 37

The Ithaca Model 37 was introduced in the late 1930s and adopted by the
military during World War II as a reliable and lightweight alternative. Its
bottom-eject design was favored for ambidextrous use. Military versions often
include shorter barrels and sling swivels, reflecting their combat
adaptation.

Remington Model 870

The Remington Model 870 became a standard combat shotgun in the latter half
of the 20th century. Known for its rugged construction and versatility, it
has been used extensively by military and law enforcement. Variants such as
the 870 MCS (Modular Combat Shotgun) feature tactical accessories suited for
modern combat environments.



Other Notable Variants

e Winchester Model 1912 — Predecessor pump-action shotgun with military
adaptations

e Stevens Model 520-30 — Less common but historically significant in early
combat use

e Benelli M4 — Semi-automatic combat shotgun adopted in recent decades

Identifying Authentic Combat Shotguns

For collectors, authenticating United States combat shotguns involves
examining markings, modifications, and provenance. Military-issued shotguns
typically bear specific proof marks, serial number ranges, and manufacturer
stamps indicating government contracts. Additionally, combat modifications
such as bayonet lugs, heat shields, and shortened barrels are critical
indicators.

Markings and Serial Numbers

Consulting manufacturer records and military documentation helps verify the
authenticity of combat shotguns. Proof marks may include the U.S. property
stamp or arsenal acceptance marks. Serial numbers can often be traced to
production batches allocated for military use.

Combat Modifications

Distinguishing military versions from civilian models requires attention to
physical modifications. Features such as heat shields over the barrel,
bayonet mounts, and sling swivel loops are hallmarks of combat shotguns.
These additions were designed for battlefield functionality and are rarely
found on commercial firearms.

Collecting Tips and Market Insights

Collecting United States combat shotguns demands knowledge of market trends,
condition assessments, and historical significance. Prices vary greatly
depending on rarity, condition, and provenance. Understanding these factors
enables collectors to make prudent purchases and preserve firearm value.



Condition and Preservation

Maintaining the original finish, unaltered parts, and intact markings
significantly enhances a shotgun’s value. Rust, modifications, or replacement
parts can reduce collectibility. Proper storage, cleaning, and minimal
handling are essential to preserving these historic pieces.

Market Trends

The demand for military shotguns has grown steadily among collectors, fueled
by interest in military history and tactical firearms. Models like the
Winchester 1897 Trench Gun command premium prices, particularly those with
documented combat service. Awareness of auction results and dealer
inventories helps collectors gauge market value.

Recommended Acquisition Strategies

1. Research extensively on model history and variants

2. Inspect firearms personally or through trusted experts

3. Verify provenance with documentation when possible

4. Attend specialized gun shows and military collectibles events

5. Consult reputable dealers with expertise in combat shotguns

Legal Considerations for Collectors

Collectors of United States combat shotguns must navigate federal, state, and
local firearms regulations. Understanding the legal framework ensures
compliant ownership and transfer of these historically significant weapons.
Laws governing barrel length, magazine capacity, and registration can impact
collecting practices.

Federal Regulations

Under the National Firearms Act (NFA), certain combat shotguns classified as
"short-barreled shotguns" require special registration and tax stamps.
Collectors should verify that any shotgun meets legal barrel length
requirements or holds the appropriate NFA paperwork. Additionally, compliance
with the Gun Control Act is mandatory for interstate transfers.



State and Local Laws

State-specific restrictions may further regulate combat shotgun ownership,
including bans on certain models or features. It is crucial for collectors to
research local laws before acquiring or transporting firearms. Consulting
legal experts or local authorities can prevent inadvertent violations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most sought-after United States combat
shotguns for collectors?

The most sought-after United States combat shotguns for collectors typically
include the Ithaca Model 37, Winchester Model 12, Remington Model 870, and
the Stevens Model 520. These shotguns are prized for their historical
significance, reliability, and use in various military conflicts.

How can collectors verify the authenticity of a U.S.
combat shotgun?

Collectors can verify authenticity by examining serial numbers, manufacturer
markings, military stamps, and proof marks. Consulting reference books,
military records, and expert appraisals also help ensure a shotgun's
provenance and originality.

What are key features to look for in a vintage U.S.
combat shotgun?

Key features include the type of action (pump or semi-automatic), barrel
length, military markings, sling swivels, bayonet lugs, and original finish.
These elements indicate the shotgun's intended combat use and improve its
collectibility.

How does the condition of a combat shotgun affect
its value among collectors?

Condition significantly affects value; shotguns with original finish, minimal
rust or pitting, intact markings, and functioning mechanisms command higher
prices. Modifications or heavy wear can reduce desirability and market value.

Where can collectors find reliable information and
communities about U.S. combat shotguns?

Collectors can find reliable information through specialized books, military
firearm forums, museums, and collector clubs such as the American Tactical



Association. Online communities and auction sites also offer valuable
insights and access to rare examples.

Additional Resources

1. United States Combat Shotguns: A Collector’s Reference

This comprehensive guide provides an in-depth look at the history, design,
and use of combat shotguns employed by U.S. military forces. It covers major
models, including the Winchester, Ithaca, and Remington shotguns, detailing
their specifications and variants. Collectors will find valuable information
on identifying markings, production dates, and rarity.

2. The Evolution of U.S. Military Shotguns: From WWI to Modern Day

This book traces the development of combat shotguns used by the United States
military over the past century. It explores how tactical needs and
technological advancements influenced shotgun design and deployment. The
author includes detailed photographs and historical context, making it a
vital resource for collectors and historians alike.

3. Shotguns of the U.S. Armed Forces: A Collector’s Guide

Focused exclusively on shotguns issued to the U.S. Armed Forces, this guide
catalogs models from various branches including the Army, Navy, and Marines.
It highlights production variations, military acceptance stamps, and
accessories such as bayonets and slings. Collectors will appreciate the
detailed price guides and condition grading tips.

4. Combat Shotguns of the United States: Identification and Values

This book serves as both an identification manual and a pricing guide for
collectors of U.S. combat shotguns. It includes high-resolution images of
rare and common models, alongside detailed descriptions of unique features.
Market trends and valuation data are provided to aid collectors in making
informed purchases.

5. American Military Shotguns: A Visual History

Featuring hundreds of photographs and illustrations, this visually rich book
showcases the variety of shotguns used by the U.S. military. It covers early
trench guns, riot shotguns, and modern tactical models, emphasizing design
changes over time. The narrative includes insights from veterans and experts,
enhancing the historical narrative.

6. The Trench Gun Chronicles: U.S. Combat Shotguns in World War II

This specialized volume focuses on the iconic trench guns used during World
War II, examining their production, battlefield performance, and legacy. It
delves into manufacturers like Winchester and Ithaca, and discusses the
shotgun’s role in close-quarters combat. Collectors will find detailed
information on markings and wartime modifications.

7. Remington and Winchester Combat Shotguns: A Collector’s History
Highlighting two of the most prominent manufacturers, this book explores the
combat shotguns produced by Remington and Winchester for U.S. military use.



It details production timelines, model variants, and military contracts. The
guide also provides tips on authentication and restoration for collectors.

8. Military Shotguns: Identification, History, and Collecting

This guidebook offers a broad overview of military shotguns used by U.S.
forces, with a focus on identification features and historical background. It
discusses the evolution of shotgun tactics and the impact of legislation on
military shotgun use. Collectors will benefit from the comprehensive
appendices listing serial numbers and production data.

9. U.S. Combat Shotguns: From Service Use to Collector’s Shelf

Blending history with collecting advice, this book charts the journey of U.S.
combat shotguns from active military service to prized collector’s items. It
includes firsthand accounts, detailed photographs, and expert evaluations of
condition and authenticity. The book is an essential resource for those
looking to build or enhance a collection of military shotguns.
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