
a choice not an echo phyllis schlafly

a choice not an echo phyllis schlafly is a seminal work in American conservative
political literature authored by Phyllis Schlafly. Published initially in 1964, the book critiques
the Republican Party establishment and advocates for a more conservative, grassroots
approach to politics. It played a crucial role in shaping the conservative movement during
the mid-20th century and remains influential in understanding political dynamics and
ideological battles within the GOP. This article explores the background, themes, and
impact of "A Choice Not an Echo," as well as Phyllis Schlafly’s role as an author and activist.
Readers will gain insights into the book’s historical context, its arguments against political
elitism, and its enduring legacy in conservative thought. The following sections provide an
overview of the book’s purpose, its critique of political power structures, and Schlafly’s
broader contributions to American political discourse.

Background and Context of "A Choice Not an Echo"

Phyllis Schlafly: Author and Conservative Activist

Main Themes and Arguments of the Book

Impact on the Republican Party and Conservative Movement

Legacy and Continued Relevance

Background and Context of "A Choice Not an
Echo"

"A Choice Not an Echo" was published during a pivotal moment in American political
history, the 1964 presidential election. At this time, the Republican Party was experiencing
internal tensions between its conservative and moderate-liberal wings. The book emerged
as a clarion call for conservatives to resist the influence of what Schlafly termed the
"Eastern Establishment" and corporate interests that, according to her, manipulated the
party’s nomination process. Schlafly's work aimed to expose the behind-the-scenes
maneuvers that prevented conservative candidates from gaining the Republican
nomination, advocating instead for genuine representation of conservative values.

Historical Political Climate

The early 1960s were marked by Cold War anxieties, civil rights struggles, and a shifting
political landscape. The Republican Party, seeking to regain the presidency after successive
losses, was divided over its direction. The moderate faction favored a centrist approach,



often collaborating with business elites and political insiders, while conservatives
demanded a return to traditional values, limited government, and a strong anti-communist
stance. "A Choice Not an Echo" captured this ideological divide by challenging the power
structures that dictated party decisions.

Publication and Reception

Initially self-published, the book gained rapid popularity through grassroots distribution and
conservative networks. It resonated deeply with Republican primary voters disillusioned
with the party’s establishment. The book's accessible style and compelling arguments
helped it become a bestseller within conservative circles, solidifying Schlafly’s reputation as
a formidable voice in American politics.

Phyllis Schlafly: Author and Conservative Activist

Phyllis Schlafly was a prominent conservative activist, author, and political figure whose
work extended beyond "A Choice Not an Echo." Her advocacy for conservative causes,
opposition to the Equal Rights Amendment, and influence on the conservative movement
made her a controversial and respected figure. This section explores her background and
how her personal convictions shaped her writings.

Early Life and Career

Born in 1924, Schlafly was a well-educated woman with degrees from Washington
University and Harvard Law School. She began her career as a lawyer and later as a
political organizer. Her strong anti-communist and traditionalist views influenced her
political activism, leading her to challenge liberal policies and advocate for conservative
principles in various arenas.

Role in Conservative Politics

Schlafly’s activism extended into campaigns, public speaking, and numerous publications.
She founded the Eagle Forum, a conservative interest group, and became known for
mobilizing grassroots support. Her influence helped shape the Republican Party’s shift
toward conservatism in the late 20th century. "A Choice Not an Echo" was one of her
earliest and most impactful contributions, highlighting her commitment to challenging
political elites and empowering conservative voters.



Main Themes and Arguments of the Book

"A Choice Not an Echo" presents several key themes that critique political elitism and
promote conservative values. Schlafly argued that the Republican Party was controlled by a
small group of powerful interests that manipulated candidate selection, marginalizing
genuine conservative voices. The book called for voters to recognize this dynamic and
choose candidates who truly represented their values rather than party insiders’
preferences.

Critique of the Republican Establishment

Schlafly detailed the influence of wealthy donors, corporate executives, and political
insiders in shaping the Republican nomination process. She contended that these actors
prioritized their own interests over those of ordinary conservatives, effectively silencing
grassroots participation. This critique was aimed particularly at figures like Nelson
Rockefeller, who represented the moderate-liberal wing of the GOP.

Advocacy for Conservative Principles

The book emphasized limited government, strong anti-communism, traditional family
values, and individual liberty as pillars of true conservatism. Schlafly encouraged voters to
demand these principles from their candidates and reject compromises that diluted
conservative ideals. This message helped energize conservative activists and solidify a
coherent ideological platform within the Republican Party.

Strategies for Political Change

Schlafly recommended grassroots mobilization, voter education, and vigilance against
political manipulation as essential tools for conservatives. She underscored the importance
of primary elections as a means to challenge establishment candidates and ensure that
conservatives had a genuine voice in the political process.

Expose party elitism and manipulation

Promote grassroots conservative activism

Encourage voter awareness and participation

Support candidates who uphold conservative values



Impact on the Republican Party and Conservative
Movement

"A Choice Not an Echo" significantly influenced the trajectory of the Republican Party and
the broader conservative movement. By providing a clear critique of party dynamics and a
call to action, Schlafly helped galvanize conservative voters and activists, contributing to
important political shifts in the decades that followed.

Influence on the 1964 Presidential Election

The book was published during Barry Goldwater’s campaign for the Republican nomination.
Schlafly’s arguments supported Goldwater’s conservative challenge to the party
establishment, helping to build momentum for his candidacy. Although Goldwater lost the
general election, his campaign marked a turning point for the conservative movement,
which gained strength in subsequent years.

Long-Term Effects on GOP Ideology

Schlafly’s work contributed to the eventual dominance of conservative ideology within the
Republican Party, culminating in the rise of figures like Ronald Reagan. The emphasis on
grassroots activism, ideological purity, and skepticism toward party elites became defining
features of modern conservatism, reflecting the principles articulated in "A Choice Not an
Echo."

Legacy and Continued Relevance

The legacy of "A Choice Not an Echo" endures as a foundational text in conservative
political thought. Phyllis Schlafly’s critique of political elitism and her call for authentic
conservative representation remain relevant in contemporary discussions about party
politics and voter engagement.

Enduring Themes in Modern Politics

Issues of party control, influence of special interests, and grassroots activism continue to
shape American politics. Schlafly’s work provides historical context for these ongoing
debates and offers insight into the strategies employed by political movements to gain
power and influence.



Influence on Conservative Literature and Activism

The book inspired subsequent conservative authors and activists to challenge
establishment politics and promote ideological consistency. Its success demonstrated the
power of grassroots publishing and political mobilization, encouraging similar efforts in later
political campaigns.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Choice Not an Echo' by Phyllis Schlafly
about?
'A Choice Not an Echo' is a political book written by Phyllis Schlafly in 1964 that criticizes
the influence of the Republican Party establishment and promotes grassroots conservative
candidates over the party elites.

Who is Phyllis Schlafly, the author of 'A Choice Not an
Echo'?
Phyllis Schlafly was a conservative activist, author, and lawyer known for her opposition to
the feminist movement and her influential role in conservative politics, including writing 'A
Choice Not an Echo.'

When was 'A Choice Not an Echo' first published?
'A Choice Not an Echo' was first published in 1964.

Why was 'A Choice Not an Echo' considered influential
in conservative circles?
The book exposed the power of the so-called 'kingmakers' or party elites in controlling
Republican nominations, encouraging voters to choose grassroots conservative candidates
instead of establishment picks, which resonated strongly with conservative activists.

What political event or movement did 'A Choice Not an
Echo' influence?
'A Choice Not an Echo' played a role in the conservative movement of the 1960s by
supporting Barry Goldwater’s presidential campaign and challenging the moderate
Republican establishment.

What is the main message of 'A Choice Not an Echo'?
The main message is that voters should reject political elites and establishment control in



favor of genuine conservative choices representing the people's interests.

How did 'A Choice Not an Echo' impact the 1964
Republican presidential primaries?
The book helped rally conservative support for Barry Goldwater by exposing the influence
of the party establishment that favored more moderate candidates.

Is 'A Choice Not an Echo' still relevant today?
Yes, many conservatives view it as a foundational text advocating grassroots political
activism and skepticism of party elites, themes still relevant in modern political discourse.

Where can one read or purchase 'A Choice Not an Echo'
by Phyllis Schlafly?
The book is available for purchase on major online retailers like Amazon and can also be
found in some libraries and digital book platforms.

Did Phyllis Schlafly write other books similar to 'A
Choice Not an Echo'?
Yes, Phyllis Schlafly authored several other books focusing on conservative political issues,
including opposition to the Equal Rights Amendment and promoting traditional family
values.

Additional Resources
1. A Choice Not an Echo by Phyllis Schlafly
This seminal political book by Phyllis Schlafly critiques the Republican Party’s establishment
and promotes grassroots activism. It argues against the influence of powerful elites in
shaping party nominations, advocating instead for the voice of the average voter. The book
played a significant role in the conservative movement of the 1960s.

2. Phyllis Schlafly and Grassroots Conservatism: A Woman’s Crusade by Donald T. Critchlow
This biography explores Phyllis Schlafly’s impact on American conservatism and her role in
shaping grassroots political activism. It highlights her strategies and campaigns, including
her opposition to the Equal Rights Amendment. The book provides insight into her influence
on the conservative movement.

3. The Conservative Intellectual Movement in America Since 1945 by George H. Nash
Nash’s comprehensive history examines the rise of conservatism in postwar America,
including figures like Phyllis Schlafly. It analyzes ideological battles, political strategies, and
key personalities that shaped the movement. This book is essential for understanding the
broader context in which "A Choice Not an Echo" emerged.

4. The Right Nation: Conservative Power in America by John Micklethwait and Adrian



Wooldridge
This book delves into the history and power of American conservatism, covering influential
leaders and grassroots activists. It discusses the political dynamics that Schlafly addressed
and the evolution of conservative thought. The authors provide a balanced view of the
movement’s successes and challenges.

5. Rightward Bound: Making American Conservative in the 1970s by Bruce J. Schulman
Schulman’s work focuses on the conservative realignment of the 1970s, the era following
the publication of Schlafly’s book. The narrative includes the political and cultural shifts that
helped conservatives gain influence. It is useful for understanding the long-term effects of
grassroots activism like Schlafly’s.

6. Phyllis Schlafly: An American Crusader by Lisa McGirr
This biography offers an in-depth look at Schlafly’s life, political career, and activism. McGirr
examines her role in conservative politics, her campaigns against the ERA, and her
advocacy for traditional values. The book paints a nuanced portrait of a controversial and
influential figure.

7. The Battle for the American Mind: A Brief History of a Conservative Revolution by Thomas
Fleming
Fleming traces the intellectual roots and political battles of American conservatism,
including the grassroots efforts championed by Schlafly. The book highlights key moments
and figures that helped shape conservative ideology. It contextualizes "A Choice Not an
Echo" within the broader conservative revolution.

8. Conservatives Against Capitalism: From the Industrial Revolution to Globalization by Jeff
Taylor
This book explores the complex relationship between conservatism and economic policies,
touching on grassroots movements like those led by Schlafly. It investigates how
conservative activists have responded to capitalism and globalization pressures. The
analysis provides a critical perspective on conservative political strategies.

9. The Right to Rise: Reagan, Conservatives, and the Culture Wars by Rick Perlstein
Perlstein chronicles the conservative surge in the late 20th century, focusing on Ronald
Reagan’s presidency and the cultural battles that defined the era. Schlafly’s activism is part
of this broader narrative of conservative mobilization. The book offers insights into the
political environment that followed the influence of "A Choice Not an Echo."
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