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71 AP World History is a comprehensive course designed for high school students seeking to
understand the complexities of global historical processes and developments. The Advanced
Placement (AP) World History curriculum covers a vast timeline, from prehistory to the present,
emphasizing the analysis of historical evidence and the connections between different societies. This
course not only prepares students for the AP exam but also equips them with critical thinking skills
necessary for understanding the world.

Overview of AP World History

AP World History is structured to cover significant events, themes, and patterns that have shaped
human history. It encourages students to analyze historical sources, understand diverse
perspectives, and draw connections across regions and time periods. The course is divided into
different units that cover specific themes, periods, and geographical regions.

Course Structure

The AP World History course is typically organized into the following units:

1. Technological and Environmental Transformations (c. 12000 BCE to c. 600 BCE)
- Focuses on the evolution of human societies from hunter-gatherer groups to agricultural
civilizations.

2. Organization and Reorganization of Human Societies (c. 600 BCE to c. 600 CE)
- Examines the rise of empires and major world religions.

3. Regional and Transregional Interactions (c. 600 CE to c. 1450)
- Explores trade networks, cultural exchanges, and the spread of religions across continents.

4. Global Interactions (c. 1450 to c. 1750)
- Investigates the Age of Exploration, colonialism, and the beginnings of globalization.

5. Industrialization and Global Integration (c. 1750 to c. 1900)
- Discusses the Industrial Revolution and its socio-economic impacts.

6. Accelerating Global Change and Realignments (c. 1900 to the Present)
- Analyzes major events of the 20th and 21st centuries, including wars, revolutions, and the rise of
global issues.

Key Themes in AP World History

The AP World History curriculum is built around several key themes that help frame the study of



historical events and processes:

1. Interactions Between Humans and the Environment
- Examines how humans have modified their environments and how environmental changes have
impacted societies.

2. Development and Interaction of Cultures
- Looks at the emergence and spread of religions, philosophies, and ideologies.

3. State-Building, Expansion, and Conflict
- Focuses on the formation of states, empires, and the conflicts that arise from territorial and
resource disputes.

4. Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic Systems
- Discusses the development of trade networks, economic systems, and their impact on societies.

5. Development and Transformation of Social Structures
- Analyzes social hierarchies, gender roles, and the impact of class and race on societies.

Preparing for the AP Exam

Preparing for the AP World History exam requires a strategic approach, focusing on content
knowledge, analytical skills, and effective study habits.

Study Strategies

1. Understand the Exam Format
- Familiarize yourself with the structure of the exam, which includes multiple-choice questions,
short-answer questions, a document-based question (DBQ), and a long essay question.

2. Create a Study Schedule
- Develop a consistent study plan that covers all units and allows for review of key concepts.

3. Use Practice Resources
- Utilize AP World History review books, online resources, and sample exams to practice and assess
your understanding.

4. Engage in Group Study
- Collaborate with peers to discuss themes and concepts, quiz each other, and share insights.

5. Focus on Writing Skills
- Practice writing essays under timed conditions to improve your ability to articulate your thoughts
clearly and effectively.



Key Resources

- Textbooks: Recommended AP World History textbooks offer comprehensive coverage of the
curriculum.
- Online Platforms: Websites like Khan Academy and AP Classroom provide valuable resources,
practice questions, and videos.
- Study Guides: AP review books from publishers like Princeton Review and Barron’s can be helpful
for focused study.

Important Historical Events and Figures

Understanding the significant events and figures in world history is crucial for success in this
course. Here are some pivotal moments and individuals that students should be familiar with:

Significant Events

- The Agricultural Revolution: The transition from nomadic lifestyles to settled farming, leading to
the development of complex societies.
- The Fall of the Roman Empire: Marked the beginning of the Middle Ages in Europe, with
significant political, cultural, and economic transformations.
- The Age of Exploration: European powers expanded their empires, resulting in cultural exchanges
and the establishment of global trade networks.
- The Industrial Revolution: A period of rapid industrial growth that transformed economies and
societies worldwide, leading to urbanization and changes in labor.

Influential Figures

- Confucius: A philosopher whose teachings emphasized ethics, morality, and social harmony,
significantly influencing East Asian societies.
- Genghis Khan: The founder of the Mongol Empire, known for his military strategies and the vast
empire he established across Asia and Europe.
- Mahatma Gandhi: A leader of the Indian independence movement who advocated for nonviolent
resistance against British colonial rule.
- Nelson Mandela: An anti-apartheid revolutionary who became South Africa's first black president,
symbolizing the struggle for racial equality.

Challenges and Opportunities in AP World History

While AP World History can be a challenging course, it also presents numerous opportunities for
personal and academic growth.



Challenges

- Volume of Content: The breadth of the curriculum can be overwhelming, requiring effective study
habits and time management.
- Critical Analysis: Students must develop strong analytical skills to interpret primary and secondary
sources and form coherent arguments.

Opportunities

- Skill Development: Students enhance their critical thinking, writing, and analytical skills, which are
valuable in higher education and careers.
- Global Awareness: The course fosters an understanding of global issues, preparing students to
engage with contemporary challenges.

Conclusion

71 AP World History is an essential course for students interested in understanding the past's
impact on the present. Through a detailed exploration of historical events, themes, and figures,
students develop the skills necessary to analyze complex issues and appreciate the
interconnectedness of global societies. With effective preparation and a commitment to learning,
students can excel in this challenging yet rewarding academic endeavor. Whether for the purpose of
passing the exam or gaining a deeper understanding of world history, the insights gained from AP
World History will be invaluable throughout their educational journey and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

What major themes are covered in the AP World History
Curriculum for the period 1450 to 1750?
The major themes include the development of global trade networks, the rise of empires, cultural
exchanges, the impact of the Columbian Exchange, and the beginnings of modern state systems.

How did the Enlightenment influence revolutions in the late
18th century, particularly in the Americas and Europe?
The Enlightenment introduced ideas of individual rights, liberty, and democracy, which inspired
revolutionary movements such as the American Revolution (1776) and the French Revolution (1789)
as people sought to challenge monarchies and establish governments based on Enlightenment
principles.



What role did the Atlantic Slave Trade play in shaping the
economies of the Americas?
The Atlantic Slave Trade provided a significant labor force for plantations in the Americas,
particularly in the production of sugar, tobacco, and cotton, leading to economic growth and the
establishment of a plantation economy, which had long-lasting social and demographic impacts.

In what ways did the Industrial Revolution change social
structures in the 19th century?
The Industrial Revolution led to urbanization, the rise of a working and middle class, changes in
gender roles, and the emergence of new social theories. It also contributed to labor movements
advocating for workers' rights and improved living conditions.

How did imperialism in the 19th century affect global power
dynamics?
Imperialism shifted global power dynamics by enabling European powers to expand their territories
and influence, leading to the exploitation of colonized regions for resources, the spread of Western
ideologies, and increasing tensions that would later contribute to conflicts like World War I.
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