
50 successful harvard application
essays
50 successful Harvard application essays have become a topic of interest for
students aiming to gain admission to one of the most prestigious universities
in the world. Harvard’s admissions process is notoriously competitive, and
crafting an exceptional application essay can make a significant difference
in a candidate’s chances of acceptance. In this article, we will explore the
elements that contribute to a successful Harvard application essay, the
common themes in these essays, and provide tips for aspiring applicants.

Understanding the Importance of the Application
Essay

The application essay serves as a critical component of the Harvard
admissions process. It provides the admissions committee with insight into an
applicant’s personality, values, and aspirations beyond what is captured in
grades and test scores. A well-written essay allows candidates to showcase
their unique perspectives and experiences, making them more memorable to the
reviewers.

Key Elements of Successful Essays

To understand what makes a Harvard application essay successful, let’s break
down some key elements that are often present in the top 50 essays:

Authenticity: Successful essays reflect the applicant’s true self. They
convey genuine experiences and emotions rather than attempting to
conform to what the applicant thinks the admissions committee wants to
hear.

Engaging Narrative: The best essays tell a story. They draw the reader
in with vivid storytelling techniques, allowing the admissions officers
to connect with the applicant on a personal level.

Reflection: Successful applicants often include reflections on their
experiences. They highlight what they learned from challenges and how
those lessons shaped their character and goals.

Clarity and Conciseness: Clear and concise writing is essential.
Successful essays avoid unnecessary jargon and convoluted sentences,
making it easy for the reader to follow the applicant’s narrative.



Strong Conclusion: A powerful conclusion leaves a lasting impression. It
ties together the main themes of the essay and reinforces the
applicant’s aspirations and motivations.

Thematic Trends in Successful Essays

Analyzing the 50 successful Harvard application essays reveals several common
themes that resonate with the admissions committee. Understanding these
themes can help prospective students identify their own stories and how best
to present them.

1. Overcoming Adversity

Many successful essays focus on overcoming challenges or adversity.
Applicants often share personal stories of struggle, whether related to
family issues, health challenges, or academic obstacles. These narratives
demonstrate resilience, determination, and personal growth.

2. Passion for Learning

Another prevalent theme in successful essays is a passion for learning.
Applicants who express enthusiasm for intellectual pursuits, curiosity, and a
desire to explore new ideas often stand out. Whether through academic
achievements, extracurricular activities, or independent projects, these
essays showcase a love for knowledge.

3. Cultural Identity

Cultural identity plays a significant role in many successful Harvard essays.
Applicants who share their experiences related to their cultural backgrounds,
heritage, or family traditions provide a unique perspective. This theme
allows students to highlight how their experiences shape their worldview and
aspirations.

4. Community Involvement

Contributions to community and service often feature prominently in
successful essays. Applicants who describe their involvement in volunteer
work, activism, or local initiatives demonstrate leadership and a commitment
to making a positive impact.



5. Personal Growth Through Extracurricular
Activities

Extracurricular activities can be a rich source of material for essays.
Successful applicants often discuss their involvement in sports, arts, or
clubs and reflect on how these experiences have contributed to their personal
development and future goals.

Tips for Crafting a Successful Harvard
Application Essay

For those preparing to write their own Harvard application essays, here are
some actionable tips to consider:

1. Start Early

Give yourself ample time to brainstorm, write, and revise your essay.
Starting early allows you to reflect on your experiences and craft a more
thoughtful narrative.

2. Be Yourself

Authenticity is crucial. Write in your voice and share your unique
perspective. Avoid trying to fit into a mold or write what you think the
committee wants to read.

3. Use Specific Examples

Instead of making broad statements, use specific anecdotes and examples to
illustrate your points. This adds depth to your essay and makes your
experiences more relatable.

4. Seek Feedback

Share your essay with trusted teachers, friends, or family members.
Constructive feedback can help you refine your writing and ensure your
message is clear.



5. Revise, Revise, Revise

Don’t settle for the first draft. Revisit your essay multiple times, focusing
on clarity, coherence, and impact. Each revision should bring you closer to a
polished final product.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the journey to crafting a successful Harvard application essay
is both challenging and rewarding. By understanding the key elements of a
strong essay, recognizing thematic trends, and applying helpful writing tips,
applicants can create compelling narratives that resonate with the admissions
committee. The stories shared in the 50 successful Harvard application essays
serve as powerful examples of how personal experiences, authenticity, and
reflection can come together to create a memorable application. Aspiring
students should embrace their unique journeys, and with dedication and
thoughtful writing, they can present their best selves to Harvard and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the common themes found in the successful
Harvard application essays?
Common themes include personal growth, overcoming adversity, leadership
experiences, passion for a specific subject, and a commitment to community
service.

How do successful applicants use storytelling in
their essays?
Successful applicants often use storytelling to create a compelling narrative
that engages the reader, illustrating their experiences and values through
vivid and personal anecdotes.

What role does authenticity play in a successful
Harvard application essay?
Authenticity is crucial; essays that reflect genuine thoughts and feelings
resonate more with admissions officers, showcasing the applicant's true self
rather than what they think the committee wants to hear.



How important is the structure of the essay in the
application process?
The structure is important as it helps to organize thoughts clearly, making
it easier for the reader to follow the narrative and understand the
applicant's message and experiences.

What tips can applicants follow to make their essays
stand out?
Applicants should focus on unique personal experiences, write with a strong
voice, stay true to their identity, and ensure their essays are well-edited
and free of grammatical errors.

Are there specific writing styles that resonate more
with Harvard admissions officers?
Yes, a conversational yet polished writing style tends to resonate well, as
it reflects confidence and clarity, while also allowing the applicant's
personality to shine through.
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