5 steps to a 5 ap english language
2017

5 Steps to a 5 AP English Language 2017 is an essential guide for students
looking to excel in the Advanced Placement (AP) English Language and
Composition exam. This exam tests students' abilities in reading
comprehension, rhetorical analysis, and effective writing, making it crucial
for college readiness. To achieve a score of 5, which signifies a high level
of proficiency, students must adopt a strategic approach that encompasses
understanding the exam structure, developing analytical skills, and honing
their writing abilities. This article outlines five essential steps to help
you prepare effectively for the AP English Language exam.

Step 1: Understand the Exam Format and Content

To excel in the AP English Language exam, it is vital to understand its
structure and the types of questions asked. The exam typically consists of
two main sections: multiple-choice questions and free-response questions.

Multiple-Choice Section

- Content: This section contains approximately 52-55 questions and accounts
for 45% of the total score. The questions assess reading comprehension and
the ability to analyze texts.

- Types of Questions:

1. Literary Analysis: Questions about fiction and non-fiction texts.

2. Rhetorical Analysis: Understanding authors' choices and their effects.
3. Synthesis: Combining multiple sources to develop a coherent response.

Free-Response Section

- Content: This section consists of three essay prompts and accounts for 55%
of the total score.

- Types of Essays:

1. Rhetorical Analysis Essay: Analyze how an author constructs an argument in
a specific text.

2. Argumentative Essay: Develop an argument based on a given topic using
evidence from sources.

3. Synthesis Essay: Create an argument using multiple sources provided during
the exam.

Understanding these components will help you tailor your study plan and
practice effectively.



Step 2: Develop Strong Analytical Skills

Analytical skills are fundamental to succeeding in the AP English Language
exam, especially in the multiple-choice and essay sections. Here are several
strategies to enhance your analytical abilities:

Close Reading

- Practice Close Reading: Engage deeply with texts by annotating key ideas,
identifying rhetorical devices, and examining the author’s purpose. Focus on
how language shapes meaning and influences the reader’s perception.

Identify Rhetorical Strategies

- Learn Key Rhetorical Devices: Familiarize yourself with common rhetorical
strategies such as ethos, pathos, logos, diction, tone, and syntax.
Recognizing these devices will allow you to better analyze and discuss texts
during the exam.

Engage in Discussions

- Participate in Group Discussions: Discussing readings with peers can
provide new perspectives and deepen your understanding. Consider joining a
study group or participating in class discussions to enhance your analytical
skills.

Step 3: Master the Writing Process

Writing is a critical component of the AP English Language exam. Developing a
clear and effective writing process will help you excel in the free-response
section. Here are some steps to improve your writing skills:

Outline Your Essays

- Create a Structured Outline: Before writing your essays, take a few minutes
to outline your argument. A clear structure with an introduction, body
paragraphs, and a conclusion will help you stay organized and focused.



Practice Timed Writing

- Simulate Exam Conditions: Regularly practice writing essays under timed
conditions. This will help you manage your time during the actual exam and
improve your writing speed and clarity.

Seek Feedback

- Peer Review: Exchange essays with classmates or seek feedback from
teachers. Constructive criticism can help you identify areas for improvement
and refine your writing style.

Step 4: Build a Strong Vocabulary and Style

A rich vocabulary and a versatile writing style can significantly enhance
your essays. Here are some strategies to build your language skills:

Read Widely

- Diverse Reading Material: Engage with various genres, including essays,
fiction, journalism, and poetry. Exposure to different writing styles will
enrich your vocabulary and inspire your writing.

Use Vocabulary Lists

- Create a Vocabulary Journal: Keep a journal of new words and phrases, along
with their definitions and examples. Regularly review and incorporate these
words into your writing to expand your vocabulary.

Practice Varied Sentence Structures

- Experiment with Syntax: Vary your sentence structure to create a more
engaging writing style. Use a mix of simple, compound, and complex sentences
to maintain reader interest.

Step 5: Take Practice Exams and Review Feedback

Taking practice exams is an essential part of your preparation for the AP



English Language exam. It helps familiarize you with the exam format and
allows you to assess your progress. Here are some tips for effective
practice:

Utilize Official Resources

- AP Practice Tests: Use official AP practice exams available through the
College Board or reputable study guides. These tests will provide a realistic
experience and help you identify areas that need improvement.

Review Your Answers

- Analyze Mistakes: After completing practice tests, thoroughly review your
answers, especially the questions you got wrong. Understanding your mistakes
will help you avoid them in the future.

Seek Additional Resources

- Online Tools and Study Guides: Supplement your preparation with online
resources, such as videos, forums, and additional practice questions.
Websites like Khan Academy or AP Classroom offer valuable materials for
students.

Conclusion

Achieving a score of 5 on the AP English Language exam requires dedication,
strategic preparation, and a comprehensive understanding of the exam
structure. By following these five steps—understanding the exam format,
developing strong analytical skills, mastering the writing process, building
a strong vocabulary, and taking practice exams—you will be well on your way
to success. Remember to stay consistent in your studies, seek support when
needed, and approach the exam with confidence. With the right preparation,
you can reach your goal of scoring a 5 on the AP English Language exam in
2017 and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key components of the '5 Steps to a 5°'



study method for AP English Language?

The key components include understanding the exam format, developing a study
plan, practicing multiple-choice questions, writing practice essays, and
reviewing key literary terms and rhetorical strategies.

How can I effectively use practice essays to prepare
for the AP English Language exam?

To effectively use practice essays, simulate exam conditions, focus on time
management, use the scoring rubric for self-assessment, and seek feedback
from teachers or peers to improve.

What types of texts should I focus on while
preparing for the AP English Language exam?

Focus on a variety of texts, including nonfiction essays, speeches, and
visual texts, as well as literary works that showcase different rhetorical
strategies and styles.

Why is understanding rhetorical devices important
for the AP English Language exam?

Understanding rhetorical devices is crucial because the exam tests your
ability to analyze and interpret how authors use these strategies to achieve
their purpose and engage their audience.

What role does vocabulary play in preparing for the
AP English Language exam?

A strong vocabulary enhances comprehension and analysis skills, allowing you
to better understand and critique texts, as well as to articulate your ideas
effectively in essays.

How can I create an effective study schedule for the
AP English Language exam?

Create a study schedule by breaking down the material into manageable
sections, allocating time for reading, writing, and reviewing, and ensuring
regular practice leading up to the exam date.

What should I do in the final weeks leading up to
the AP English Language exam?

In the final weeks, focus on reviewing key concepts, taking full-length
practice exams, refining essay-writing techniques, and ensuring you are
familiar with the exam format and timing.
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