
40 schools that change lives
40 schools that change lives are often more than just institutions for academic learning;
they serve as transformative environments that nurture personal growth, instill values,
and ignite passions in students. These schools take unique approaches to education,
focusing on holistic development, innovative teaching methods, and community
engagement. In this article, we will explore 40 schools that have made significant impacts
on the lives of their students, shaping their futures and empowering them to become
change-makers in society.

1. The Krishnamurti Schools
The Krishnamurti Schools, located in India and the United States, focus on fostering a
sense of inquiry and self-awareness in students. Through a curriculum that emphasizes
critical thinking and emotional intelligence, these schools cultivate a learning environment
where students can explore their interests deeply.

2. Montessori Schools
Montessori education is renowned for its child-centered approach. These schools
encourage self-directed learning through hands-on activities, allowing children to learn at
their own pace. The Montessori method fosters independence and a lifelong love of
learning.

3. Waldorf Schools
Waldorf education places a strong emphasis on creativity and the arts. With a curriculum
that integrates academic subjects with artistic expression, Waldorf schools nurture the
imagination and encourage holistic development.

4. High Tech High
Located in California, High Tech High is a project-based learning institution that prepares
students for the modern workforce. By focusing on real-world applications and
collaboration, students learn essential skills that extend beyond traditional academic
boundaries.

5. The School for Creative Leadership
This unique school emphasizes leadership development through experiential learning.
Students engage in team-building exercises, community service, and self-reflection,
equipping them with the skills to lead effectively in various domains.



6. The United World Colleges
With campuses around the globe, the United World Colleges aim to make education a
force for peace and a sustainable future. By bringing together students from diverse
backgrounds, these colleges foster global understanding and collaboration.

7. The International School of Geneva
As the birthplace of the International Baccalaureate (IB), the International School of
Geneva promotes international education and cultural exchange. Students develop critical
thinking skills and a global perspective, preparing them for a rapidly changing world.

8. Phillips Exeter Academy
This prestigious boarding school is known for its rigorous academic programs and
emphasis on character development. Phillips Exeter Academy encourages students to take
ownership of their education and engage in meaningful discussions.

9. The Green School
Located in Bali, Indonesia, The Green School focuses on sustainability and environmental
stewardship. Through an innovative curriculum that integrates outdoor learning, students
develop a strong sense of responsibility toward the planet.

10. The School of the New York Times
This unique educational institution offers students the opportunity to explore journalism,
media, and creative writing. By learning from industry professionals, students gain
practical experience and valuable skills for their future careers.

11. The Athenian School
The Athenian School in California emphasizes experiential learning and outdoor education.
Students are encouraged to engage in hands-on projects, fostering creativity, teamwork,
and problem-solving skills.

12. The Dalton School
Known for its progressive educational philosophy, The Dalton School in New York
promotes collaboration and personalized learning. Students are encouraged to pursue
their passions while developing critical thinking skills.



13. The Ethical Culture Fieldston School
With a strong emphasis on social justice and ethical decision-making, this New York City
school prepares students to be compassionate leaders. Fieldston's curriculum encourages
students to think critically about complex social issues.

14. The Denver School of Science and Technology
(DSST)
DSST focuses on preparing students for college and careers in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM). Through hands-on learning and mentorship
programs, students gain the skills necessary for success in a rapidly evolving job market.

15. The Atlanta International School
This school offers a multicultural environment where students learn multiple languages
and gain a global perspective. The curriculum emphasizes international education,
fostering an appreciation for diversity.

16. The Nueva School
Located in California, The Nueva School focuses on gifted education and social-emotional
learning. Students engage in project-based learning that encourages creativity and critical
thinking.

17. The Young Women's Leadership School
This network of all-girls schools empowers young women to become leaders in their
communities. Through a rigorous academic program and a focus on mentorship, students
develop the confidence and skills to succeed.

18. The School at Columbia University
This progressive school emphasizes inquiry-based learning and interdisciplinary studies.
The curriculum encourages students to explore their interests and develop a love for
learning.

19. The International Community School
This school in Atlanta fosters a diverse and inclusive environment that celebrates cultural
differences. Through a global curriculum, students learn to appreciate various
perspectives and become responsible global citizens.



20. The Chicago Academy for the Arts
Combining rigorous academics with intensive arts training, this school prepares students
for careers in the creative industries. Students develop their talents while receiving a well-
rounded education.

21. The Santa Fe School for the Arts and Sciences
Focusing on project-based learning, this school encourages students to engage deeply
with their interests. The curriculum emphasizes creativity, collaboration, and critical
thinking.

22. The Bay School of San Francisco
This independent high school promotes experiential learning and community engagement.
Students participate in projects that connect them with local organizations, fostering a
sense of social responsibility.

23. The Science Leadership Academy
Located in Philadelphia, this school integrates technology and project-based learning into
its curriculum. Students gain essential skills for the 21st century while working on real-
world challenges.

24. The Global Online Academy
This online school offers students the flexibility to learn from anywhere while engaging
with a diverse community. The curriculum emphasizes collaboration and global
perspectives.

25. The Spence School
An all-girls school in New York City, The Spence School focuses on academic excellence
and leadership development. Students are encouraged to pursue their passions and
become advocates for change.

26. The Boston Arts Academy
As the first public arts high school in Boston, this institution provides students with
opportunities to develop their artistic talents while receiving a comprehensive education.



27. The IDEAL School of Manhattan
This inclusive school focuses on individualized learning and social-emotional development.
Students learn in a supportive environment that values diversity and collaboration.

28. The Peddie School
With a commitment to character education, The Peddie School emphasizes integrity and
leadership. Students engage in community service and extracurricular activities that
promote personal growth.

29. The School of Rock
This performance-based school teaches music through hands-on experience. Students gain
confidence and teamwork skills while developing their musical talents.

30. The Center for Creative Leadership
This institution focuses on developing leadership skills through experiential learning.
Programs are designed to empower individuals to become effective leaders in their
communities.

31. The New School
This progressive university emphasizes interdisciplinary studies and experiential learning.
Students are encouraged to think critically and creatively about complex societal issues.

32. The Bronx School of Law and Finance
This specialized high school prepares students for careers in law and finance. Through
internships and practical experiences, students gain valuable skills for success in their
chosen fields.

33. The School of Visual Arts
This institution offers a range of programs that foster creativity and artistic expression.
Students develop their unique voices while receiving a comprehensive education in the
arts.

34. The Leadership Academy at Castle Hill Middle



School
This program focuses on developing leadership skills in middle school students. Through
mentorship and hands-on projects, students learn to take initiative and make positive
changes in their communities.

35. The San Francisco School
With a focus on progressive education, this school emphasizes creativity, collaboration,
and social responsibility. Students engage in project-based learning that fosters critical
thinking.

36. The Chicago High School for the Arts
This public school offers students the opportunity to pursue their artistic passions while
receiving a rigorous academic education. Students gain the skills necessary to succeed in
the competitive arts industry.

37. The School of the Art Institute of Chicago
This renowned institution offers a range of programs that encourage artistic exploration
and innovation. Students develop their artistic talents while learning about art history and
theory.

38. The Institute of Contemporary Art
This institution provides students with unique opportunities to engage with contemporary
art. Through workshops and exhibitions, students develop their artistic skills and critical
thinking abilities.

39. The Garrison Institute
This school focuses on social change and environmental sustainability. Students engage in
projects that promote community engagement and social responsibility.

40. The Global School in New York City
This international school emphasizes global citizenship and cultural understanding.
Through a diverse curriculum, students learn to appreciate different perspectives and
become advocates for social change.

In conclusion, 40 schools that change lives are redefining the educational landscape. By
fostering creativity, critical thinking, and social responsibility, these institutions are



equipping students with the skills and values necessary to thrive

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the premise of the '40 Schools That Change
Lives' list?
The '40 Schools That Change Lives' list showcases innovative educational institutions that
provide transformative experiences for students, emphasizing holistic development and
unique learning environments.

How are the schools selected for the '40 Schools That
Change Lives' list?
Schools are selected based on their commitment to fostering a nurturing educational
environment, their unique curriculum designs, and their positive impact on student
development and success.

What types of educational philosophies are represented
in the '40 Schools That Change Lives'?
The list features a variety of educational philosophies, including progressive education,
experiential learning, project-based learning, and a focus on social-emotional
development.

Can you name a few notable schools included in the '40
Schools That Change Lives' list?
Some notable schools include Phillips Exeter Academy, The Lawrenceville School, and The
Dalton School, each known for their unique approaches to education.

What impact do these schools aim to have on their
students?
These schools aim to cultivate critical thinking, creativity, resilience, and a lifelong love of
learning, preparing students for future challenges and opportunities.

How do '40 Schools That Change Lives' address diversity
and inclusion?
Many schools on the list prioritize diversity and inclusion by implementing programs that
promote equity, celebrate cultural differences, and create supportive environments for all
students.



What role do extracurricular activities play in the
schools featured in the list?
Extracurricular activities are integral to the educational experience at these schools,
providing opportunities for personal growth, teamwork, and skill development beyond the
classroom.

How can parents and students learn more about the
schools on the '40 Schools That Change Lives' list?
Parents and students can visit the official website or educational publications that feature
the list to access detailed profiles, admission information, and insights into each school's
unique offerings.
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