
36 views of mount fuji

36 Views of Mount Fuji is a remarkable series of woodblock prints created by the renowned Japanese artist
Katsushika Hokusai during the Edo period. Completed in the early 1830s, this collection has become a
significant part of Japanese art history and continues to draw admiration from art enthusiasts and scholars
alike. The series encapsulates not only the picturesque beauty of Mount Fuji but also the cultural and social
landscape of Japan during that era. In this article, we will explore the history, significance, and artistic
elements of the 36 Views of Mount Fuji series, as well as its enduring impact on art and culture.

Historical Context

The 36 Views of Mount Fuji was created during the Edo period (1603-1868), a time when Japan
experienced significant social, cultural, and economic changes. The country was largely closed off to foreign
influences, leading to the development of a unique Japanese identity.

During this period, Mount Fuji emerged as a symbol of national pride, spirituality, and beauty. It was seen
not only as a physical landmark but also as a subject of reverence in Japanese culture. The popularity of
ukiyo-e, a genre of woodblock printing, provided Hokusai with the medium to express his artistic vision of
Fuji.

Artist Background

Katsushika Hokusai (1760-1849) was a prolific artist whose career spanned over seventy years. He was
known for his innovative techniques and diverse subject matter, ranging from landscapes and portraits to
mythical creatures. Hokusai's artistic journey was marked by a deep fascination with nature, and Mount
Fuji became a recurring theme in his work.

Hokusai's style evolved significantly throughout his life, and he often experimented with different
perspectives and color palettes. His ability to capture the essence of nature, combined with his mastery of
the ukiyo-e technique, set him apart from his contemporaries.

Structure of the Series

The original 36 Views of Mount Fuji series consisted of 36 prints, but due to the immense popularity of the
collection, Hokusai later added ten more, resulting in a total of 46 views. Each print portrays Mount Fuji
from different locations, seasons, and weather conditions, showcasing the mountain's ever-changing beauty.



Artistic Techniques

Hokusai employed a variety of artistic techniques to create the prints. Some of the notable techniques
include:

1. Ukiyo-e Printing: This technique involves carving images into wooden blocks, inking them, and
pressing paper against them to create prints. This method allowed for the mass production of artworks,
making them accessible to a wider audience.

2. Perspective: Hokusai skillfully employed the use of perspective, often placing Mount Fuji in the
background while foreground elements capture the daily lives of people, nature, and urban landscapes.

3. Color Palette: Hokusai utilized a limited color palette, often featuring blues, greens, and earth tones. The
use of Prussian blue, introduced to Japan in the 18th century, added depth and vibrancy to his prints.

4. Composition: The compositions in the series are carefully crafted to create a sense of harmony and
balance. Hokusai often used diagonal lines to guide the viewer's eye toward Mount Fuji, creating a
dynamic visual experience.

Iconic Prints from the Series

Several prints from the 36 Views of Mount Fuji have gained particular recognition and are celebrated for
their artistic brilliance. Here are a few notable examples:

1. The Great Wave off Kanagawa: Perhaps the most famous print in the series, this artwork depicts a
towering wave crashing against boats near Kanagawa, with Mount Fuji in the background. The dynamic
energy of the wave contrasts with the serene presence of Fuji, creating a powerful visual narrative.

2. Red Fuji (Fine Wind, Clear Morning): This print captures Mount Fuji during sunrise, with its peak
glowing a vibrant red. The image evokes a sense of tranquility and beauty, showcasing Hokusai's ability to
depict the natural world with stunning realism.

3. Fuji Seen from the Sea at Kanagawa: This print portrays a serene view of Mount Fuji from the sea, with
fishermen in the foreground. The gentle waves and soft colors create a peaceful atmosphere, emphasizing
the harmony between nature and human life.

4. The Fuji from the Hills of Satta: In this print, Hokusai captures Mount Fuji among rolling hills,
showcasing the mountain's grandeur and the surrounding landscape. The composition invites viewers to
appreciate the scale and beauty of Fuji in relation to its environment.



Symbolism and Cultural Significance

Mount Fuji holds deep cultural and spiritual significance in Japan, serving as a symbol of beauty, strength,
and resilience. Hokusai's 36 Views of Mount Fuji not only celebrates the mountain's physical presence but
also reflects the values and beliefs of Japanese society during the Edo period.

1. Spirituality: Mount Fuji has long been considered a sacred site, holding spiritual importance in Shinto and
Buddhist traditions. Hokusai's depictions of Fuji often evoke a sense of reverence and connection to the
divine.

2. National Identity: The series played a crucial role in shaping Japan's national identity. As Japan began to
modernize, the images of Mount Fuji became emblematic of Japanese culture, reinforcing a sense of pride
and unity among the people.

3. Nature and Humanity: Hokusai's prints often depict the relationship between nature and human life. By
showcasing people engaged in various activities against the backdrop of Mount Fuji, Hokusai emphasizes
the importance of nature in everyday life.

Legacy and Influence

The impact of Hokusai's 36 Views of Mount Fuji extends far beyond his lifetime. The series influenced not
only Japanese art but also Western artists and movements.

1. Impressionism: Hokusai's use of color, composition, and perspective inspired many Impressionist artists,
who admired his ability to capture fleeting moments in nature.

2. Modern Art: The themes of nature and the relationship between humans and their environment found
resonance in modern art movements, making Hokusai's work relevant even today.

3. Global Recognition: Hokusai's prints have been exhibited in museums around the world, and they
continue to be celebrated for their artistic mastery and cultural significance.

Conclusion

The 36 Views of Mount Fuji by Katsushika Hokusai remains a monumental achievement in the history of
art. Through his innovative techniques, profound understanding of nature, and ability to convey the
cultural spirit of Japan, Hokusai immortalized Mount Fuji as a symbol of beauty and resilience. The series
not only serves as a visual feast for art lovers but also invites viewers to reflect on the enduring



relationship between nature, culture, and identity. As we explore Hokusai's work, we are reminded of the
timeless allure of Mount Fuji and its significance in the tapestry of Japanese history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is '36 Views of Mount Fuji'?
'36 Views of Mount Fuji' is a series of ukiyo-e woodblock prints created by the Japanese artist Katsushika
Hokusai between 1826 and 1833, showcasing different perspectives and scenes of Mount Fuji.

Why is Mount Fuji significant in Japanese culture?
Mount Fuji is considered a sacred symbol in Japanese culture, representing beauty, strength, and
endurance. It has been a source of inspiration for artists, poets, and pilgrims throughout history.

How many prints are in the '36 Views of Mount Fuji' series?
The series originally comprised 36 prints, but Hokusai later added 10 more prints, bringing the total to 46,
known as 'The Fifty-Three Stations of the Tōkaidō'.

What artistic techniques did Hokusai use in his prints?
Hokusai employed vibrant colors, dynamic compositions, and innovative perspectives in his prints, often
using the ukiyo-e technique that involved multiple woodblocks for different colors.

How did '36 Views of Mount Fuji' influence modern art?
Hokusai's work has significantly influenced modern artists worldwide, shaping the Impressionist
movement and inspiring artists like Vincent van Gogh and Claude Monet through its use of color and
perspective.

What is the most famous print from the '36 Views of Mount Fuji' series?
The most famous print is 'The Great Wave off Kanagawa,' which depicts a large wave threatening boats
near Mount Fuji, symbolizing the power of nature and the beauty of the landscape.

Where can one view the original prints of '36 Views of Mount Fuji'?
Original prints can be viewed in various museums around the world, including the Tokyo National
Museum and the British Museum, as well as in private collections.



What themes are prevalent in '36 Views of Mount Fuji'?
The series explores themes of nature, the relationship between humanity and the environment, and the
changing seasons, often highlighting the contrast between the majestic Mount Fuji and everyday life.
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